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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Good morning, and

          3  welcome to this morning's Finance Committee hearing.

          4  I want to thank you all for coming. We're actually

          5  starting pretty close to on time. My name is David

          6  Weprin and I chair the Finance Committee. I'll

          7  introduce the members that are here. Since you're so

          8  prompt, you deserve an early introduction.

          9                 We have Council Member Maria Baez

         10  from the Bronx, Council Member Rosie Mendez from

         11  Manhattan, Council Member Diana Reyna from Brooklyn

         12  and Queens, Council Member Gale Brewer from

         13  Manhattan, Council Member Robert Jackson from

         14  Manhattan, Council Member Helen Sears from Queens,

         15  Council Member Albert Vann from Brooklyn, Council

         16  Member Lew Fidler from Brooklyn, Council Member

         17  Leroy Comrie from Queens, Council Member Oliver

         18  Koppell from the Bronx, Council Member Majority

         19  Leader Joel Rivera, and Council Member Mike McMahon

         20  from Staten Island.

         21                 And if that's not a quorum, it's

         22  pretty close. Today we will consider two pieces of

         23  legislation, and we have on my right, our Committee

         24  Counsel. If you notice the new name tag, the

         25  Committee Counsel, so everybody knows who the
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          2  Committee Counsel is, Tenetia Turnbull.

          3                 The first Intro. 420, extends the

          4  boundaries of the Village Alliance BID. Intro. 420

          5  extends the Village Alliance BID in the area of

          6  Manhattan known as Greenwich Village, which is

          7  located in Council Member Rosie Mendez's district,

          8  and Speaker Christine Quinn's district, who both

          9  support the extension.

         10                 On September 13th, this Committee

         11  held its initial hearing on the proposed local law

         12  after having set the date for that hearing by

         13  Resolution 472, as required by the BID law.

         14                 At that time, all individuals who

         15  wanted to be heard on the extension of the BID, were

         16  given an opportunity to be heard. After that

         17  hearing, a 30-day objection period began, allowing

         18  anyone objecting to the BID to be given the

         19  opportunity to file an objection with the City

         20  Clerk.

         21                 Under the BID law, if 51 or more

         22  percent of property owners or individuals owning at

         23  least 51 percent of the assessed valuation of the

         24  property objective, we could not adopt the local

         25  law.
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          2                 However, the Department of Small

          3  Business Services will tell us about six out of 223

          4  owners made objections to the extension. However,

          5  only three were valid objections. The three

          6  individuals making valid objections owned about only

          7   .92 percent of 1 percent of the assessed valuation

          8  of the property. The majority of owners objecting to

          9  the extension of the BID and owners making up the

         10  assessed valuation of the property is nowhere near

         11  the statutorily prescribed 51 percent, which would

         12  prevent us from establishing the BID.

         13                 Thus, if the Committee can answer the

         14  following four questions in the affirmative, we can

         15  adopt the local law establishing the BID.

         16                 The four questions we must be

         17  prepared to answer are:

         18                 1) Were all notices of hearing for

         19  all hearings required to be held, published and

         20  mailed as required by law and otherwise sufficient?

         21                 2) Does all the real property within

         22  the district boundaries benefit from the

         23  establishment of the district, except as otherwise

         24  provided by the law?

         25                 3) Is all real property benefitted by

                                                            7

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  the district included within the district?

          3                 4) Is the establishment of the

          4  district in the best interest of the public?

          5                 If the Committee finds in the

          6  affirmative on these four questions, then the

          7  legislation can be adopted.

          8                 The second and final piece of

          9  legislation we'll be considering is a preconsidered

         10  resolution related to the Health Care Security Act,

         11  a local law passed by the Council in 2005, and

         12  amended in 2006.

         13                 As you know, the Council enacted the

         14  Health Care Security Act, via two overrides of the

         15  Mayor's veto. The act requires certain employers in

         16  the grocery industry to make required health care

         17  expenditures on behalf of their employees each

         18  fiscal year.

         19                 Such expenditures are based on a

         20  prevailing rate of a grocery industry.

         21                 Earlier this year Suffolk County

         22  passed similar legislation, known as the Fair Share

         23  For Health Care Act, which requires medium and large

         24  grocery stores and drug stores that sell groceries

         25  to contribute $3 to Health Care costs for each hour
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          2  that they're employees work.

          3                 Subsequent to the passage of the

          4  Suffolk County legislation, the retail industry

          5  leaders association sued in Federal Court to have

          6  the Suffolk County law declared invalid, because

          7  certain important legal issues involved in the

          8  Suffolk County litigation are similar to those at

          9  issue in the Health Care Security Act. The decision

         10  on these issues in the Suffolk County litigation

         11  likely will inform any future court's interpretation

         12  of the Health Care Security Act.

         13                 The Resolution before us today

         14  endorses the Speaker's decision to file on behalf of

         15  the Council an amicus brief in support of Suffolk

         16  County in its litigation with the retail industry

         17  leaders association.

         18                 As Chair of the Finance Committee, I

         19  would like to applaud the efforts of Speaker Quinn

         20  as prime sponsor of the Health Care Security Act

         21  legislation for showing her support and the

         22  Council's support of fair benefits for all New

         23  Yorkers.

         24                 We will now hear from George Glatter

         25  from the Department of Small Businesses regarding

                                                            9

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  the extension of the Village Alliance BID, and we

          3  have been joined by Council Member Bill DeBlasio

          4  from Brooklyn, and Council Member Peter Vallone,

          5  Jr., from Queens.

          6                 MR. GLATTER: Good morning. And thank

          7  you, Chairman Weprin, and members of the Finance

          8  Committee. I am George Glatter, Assistant

          9  Commissioner of the Department of Small Business

         10  Services. As required by the BID law, the Village

         11  Alliance BID expansion steering committee mailed a

         12  summary of the City Council resolution to each owner

         13  of real property within the proposed district at the

         14  address shown on the latest City assessment role, or

         15  to switch other persons as are registered with the

         16  City to receive tax bills concerning real property

         17  within the district, and the tenants of each

         18  building within the proposed district.

         19                 In addition, SBS arranged for the

         20  required publication of a copy of the summary of the

         21  resolution in the City Record. Mr. Chairman, thank

         22  you for reporting the results of the mailing.

         23                 Just to summarize, the Department of

         24  Small Business Services supports the extension of

         25  the Village Alliance BID. In our judgment, the
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          2  extended BID will improve business conditions,

          3  quality of life in the Greenwich Village area,

          4  making it a good place to live, work, visit and

          5  laying the ground work for further neighborhood

          6  economic development activities.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

          9  Glatter.

         10                 We've also been joined by Council

         11  Member David Yassky, from Brooklyn.

         12                 Any questions from Mr. Glatter?

         13                 Seeing none, I'm going to couple both

         14  items. Any questions on the amicus brief support?

         15                 Seeing none, I'm going to couple both

         16  items and call for a vote.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Weprin.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye on both.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on both.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on both.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye on both.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on both.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 16 in the
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          2  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

          3  both items are adopted. Council Members, please sign

          4  the Committee report. Thank you very much.

          5                 Council Member Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote is now at 17.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay, now, I'm

          9  going to keep the roll open for a couple minutes for

         10  those Council members that are around the building.

         11  Other than that, we're adjourned.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         15  18 in the affirmative.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 11:24 a.m.)
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