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PRECONSIDERED RESOLUTION NO. 

SUBJECT:  Resolution amending certain Rules of the Council.

ANALYSIS:   Before the Committee for its consideration is a Resolution consisting of two sections of proposed changes to the Council’s Rules. The following is a brief summary of each section of the proposed Rules changes.

Section one of the Resolution contains three Rules changes, 2.00; 3.00; and 8.30.  These proposed changes are designed to make the Council’s Rules consistent with wishes of the November 5, 2002 electors who approved the Charter Commission’s amendments to the Charter regarding mayoral Succession.  The Charter change designated the Speaker as the presiding officer of the Council replacing the Public Advocate.  In addition, the Public Advocate will no longer have the ability to vote during a Council Meeting to break a tie.

To bring the Council’s Rules into compliance with the new amendments to the Charter, Rule 3.00 designates the Speaker as presiding officer for all stated, charter and special meetings.  To ensure the continued efficient functioning of Council meetings, the Speaker will be authorized to designate an Acting President Pro Tempore who will actually chair the meetings.   Rule 2.00 removes the position of President Pro Tempore from an elected position in the Council, enabling the Speaker to make such a designation.  Rule 8.30 simply removes the authority of the Public Advocate from voting at a Council Meeting in the event of a tie vote.

The second section of the Resolution contains thirteen Rules 1.00, 5.00, 5.10, 5.30, 5.40, 5.50, 5.90, 8.10, 8.20, 8.60, 9.00, 9.10, and 9.40 that are being amended.  These amendments are all designed to correct any technical inconsistency of duties involving the City Clerk.  Functions which have been, and continue to be, performed by the Legislative Documents Division, such as in producing Council minutes and keeping indexed records, are described in the Rules as being under the duties and responsibilities of the City Clerk.  The Rules in this section of the proposed Resolution are being amended to make them consistent with the duties actually performed by the City Clerk and the Legislative Documents Division, respectively.  Rule 5.10 will also designate the Office of the City Clerk as the place where the public can either view or obtain a copy of Council transcripts.

Finally, the effective date for the enactment of the changes contained in section one of this Resolution will be such time as the New York City Board of Elections certifies that the November 5, 2002 electors approved the proposed charter change concerning mayoral succession.  Section two of the Resolution is to become effective immediately.

UPDATE:  On Wednesday, November 13, 2002 the Committee adopted  this Resolution by a vote of 11 in the affirmative, none in the negative and no abstentions.
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