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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you,

          3  everyone, for gathering so quickly and timely today,

          4  for today's Land Use meeting. I want to remind

          5  everybody before we call this meeting to start, then

          6  on Thursday at 9:30, Thursday at 9:30 is a Zoning

          7  and Franchise meeting, Thursday at 9:30, Land Use at

          8  10:00. These were just called, so I want to just

          9  remind everybody, that is in order to vote the item

         10  that is in Speaker Quinn's district. It's the

         11  rezoning of an item in Speaker Quinn's district.

         12                 Before we start, let me thank

         13  everyone for the work that they've put into this

         14  meeting today, the Subcommittees that work so

         15  tirelessly to make sure that we have an agreement on

         16  a lot of the issues that we're facing today. And

         17  sometimes it takes a lot of work, a lot of meetings,

         18  a lot of discussion and a lot of waiting around by

         19  this Committee, but we know in the end we get good

         20  products for the City of New York. So, I want to

         21  thank you for your input in all of that.

         22                 Landmarks. George B. and Susan

         23  Elkins's house in Councilman Vann's district. It is

         24  the landmarking of that property.

         25                 Mott Haven, Council Member Arroyo's
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          2  district. There are four schools negotiated for more

          3  stringent environmental controls. At the

          4  Subcommittee it was read into the record, the

          5  documents that will be referenced into the vote in a

          6  resolution. We want to thank Maria del Carmen

          7  Arroyo, Jessica Lappin, the Speaker's Office, for

          8  all of the work that they did in making sure that

          9  this was negotiated for the benefit of Council

         10  Member Arroyo's district, but also Citywide.

         11                 We do need to add schools, as Council

         12  is well aware of the fact that schools are

         13  desperately needed all around the City of New York.

         14  I think what also came out of that negotiations is

         15  the need by the Department of Education to discuss

         16  with the Council and to really make us part of the

         17  process along the way, and I think that it was a

         18  great open discussion as we moved along, and we've

         19  come to some understandings on how the process

         20  should move in the future. I do believe it will end

         21  up being a much more open and useful negotiations in

         22  the future.

         23                 LU No. 231, Council Member

         24  Mark-Viverito's district. Amendment to an urban

         25  renewal plan and a ULURP UDAAP to facilitate the
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          2  development of a playground. It's an urban renewal

          3  application. And then the second part of that is the

          4  ULURP and the UDAAP.

          5                 Sidewalk cafe, two of them in Council

          6  Member Gerson's district. E.O. Pallazo (phonetic)

          7  and Novella. Both sidewalk cafes approved by the

          8  Subcommittee and at Gerson's approval.

          9                 Next is a UDAAP, Council Member

         10  Yassky's district. 381 Baltic Street, 381A Baltic

         11  Street, Brooklyn. LU No. 360, Council Member

         12  Comrie's district. Before we open it up for

         13  discussion, yesterday in the Subcommittee, the item

         14  in Councilman Yassky's district passed, I think it

         15  was three to zero. Three to zero. There was much

         16  discussion in the conference for those of you that

         17  attended the conference, so just to sort of give a

         18  summary very quickly on the project, it is a project

         19  that was part of a memorandum of understanding

         20  between HUD and HPD in early 2002. It arose from a

         21  failed HUD program.

         22                 The application today will increase

         23  the likelihood that both the community residents and

         24  the lower AMIs will be able to purchase and sell the

         25  building. About 50 percent is going to be community
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          2  preference at 150 percent AMI and lower.

          3                 So, we did talk about it in great

          4  length yesterday in conference. I am calling for

          5  approval of the project.

          6                 Any discussion?

          7                 Let me call upon Chair Lappin of the

          8  Subcommittee to make a statement.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: I just wanted

         10  to say for those who aren't on the Subcommittee but

         11  are on the full Land Use Committee, I wanted to

         12  again commend Council Member Arroyo and thank her

         13  for her work and leadership on this issue. As you

         14  may recall, this item was withdrawn in December, and

         15  since then and even before then she spent hours and

         16  hours meeting with the Administration in her

         17  community to move this forward in a positive manner,

         18  particularly during the holidays, when I'm sure she

         19  would have rather have spent that time with her

         20  family.

         21                 When it came around the first time,

         22  we said that we had to be able to look these parents

         23  and these kids in the eye and tell them that this

         24  was going to be a safe school, safe when they play

         25  on the football field, safe when they cross the
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          2  street, and safe when they entered and exited the

          3  building each day. And I think that we can say that

          4  today. And I think we should be proud of the work

          5  that we've done. I think Council Member Arroyo

          6  should be very proud of what she has done to change

          7  the application or to move the situation forward in

          8  a way that we have assurances from the

          9  Administration on public safety, on traffic and on

         10  the environmental remediation that we can be proud

         11  of.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Call the roll.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER Del CARMEN ARROYO:

         14  Madam Chair, a second?

         15                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER Del CARMEN ARROYO: I

         17  just want to take a moment to thank my colleagues,

         18  both the members of the Subcommittee on Landmarks

         19  and members of the Land Use Committee. Without your

         20  support I don't think we would have been able to get

         21  to where we're at today. There was never a

         22  hesitation on your part to support the need for us

         23  to have further conversation around the concerns

         24  about the contamination and the clean-up plan for

         25  the site that we proposed to build for school zones.
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          2                 I hope and believe that the future

          3  process for how we select sites in the City will be

          4  more engaging and more inclusive of us who have to

          5  partake in the decision, whether it will be approved

          6  or not, and we've gotten a commitment from the

          7  Administration to that, and we will engage in the

          8  process for redesigning this complex process and

          9  have input in how it ultimately rolls out.

         10                 So, once again, thank you all for

         11  your support. I want to thank the Chair of Community

         12  Board 4 Deali Azell, who is back here somewhere, for

         13  her long hours. Every single meeting I attended she

         14  was there with me along with the Bronx Borough

         15  President and his staff, and the lawyers, New York

         16  Lawyers for Public Interest, who served as the

         17  guiding light for the community organizations that

         18  raised the concerns about the contamination. Thank

         19  you all for your support. We have a better project

         20  as a result of all of your input.

         21                 Thank you. I vote aye.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Just to add to

         23  that, Council member, as well. Thank you for the

         24  work that you did to bring all of that to light. And

         25  it is important that everyone understands that this
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          2  Council and this Committee should be and are part of

          3  the process. We need to be part of the process from

          4  the beginning. We are the ones that know our

          5  district extremely well. We speak to our community

          6  boards on a regular basis and the civic associations

          7  and all of the community folks. We know great sites

          8  that could be schools. We also know the ones that

          9  should not be schools. So, hopefully the future will

         10  bring a much more cohesive and communicative process

         11  between the two. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

         23  excused to explain my vote, please?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Sure.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote aye on
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          2  all. I just wanted to mention that the report that

          3  came out with the Mayor's vision for the next 25 or

          4  30 years, whatever it is, some of it talks about the

          5  idea of putting playgrounds within a ten-minute or

          6  ten-block radius of anyone's home. And one of the

          7  suggestions that's being put forth, which I think is

          8  a good one, is to put playgrounds, build playgrounds

          9  in public school yards, especially in elementary

         10  school yards, so that it can serve two purposes;

         11  both to have children in the school play during the

         12  day and then after hours it will be available to the

         13  public. So, I'm just wondering if there is at any

         14  point with the sitings that take place in Council

         15  Member Lappin's Committee, as well as in Land Use,

         16  what role -- it would seem to be a tremendous waste

         17  of resources to build schools from now and then

         18  after wards come in and start building playgrounds.

         19  And if there is some input that we can have in that

         20  process, so at least those schools, new schools that

         21  are being built, if the Council members and the

         22  elected officials in the neighborhood think it's a

         23  good idea, they get built with the playgrounds from

         24  start instead of having to do that twice.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: It's a good point.
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          2  And I think that those issues came up in discussions

          3  with the Administration for each school siting. We

          4  will make sure it remains a priority as well.

          5                 Please call the roll.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 18 in the

          7  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

          8  all items have been adopted. Members, please sign

          9  the Committee reports. Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Congratulations.

         11                 The meeting will be held open for a

         12  vote for the next ten minutes.

         13                 We thank everyone. This Committee

         14  stands together, and the Council members in the City

         15  are benefitted by that. So, thank you very much.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye on

         18  all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         20  Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         23  20 in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         24  abstentions.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 10:05 a.m.)
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