                                                                             Staff: 

                                                                                                Danielle Barbato, 

                                                                             Counsel, State and Federal Legislation 

                                                                                     John Lisyanskiy,

                                                                                Financial Analyst, Finance Division              

[image: image1.png]



T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

ELIZABETH FINE, DIRECTOR AND GENERAL COUNSEL

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

Hon. Helen Diane Foster, Chair

June 14, 2011 
Preconsidered SLR:
By: Council Members Foster 







S.  333             By:  Diaz







A. 7007
By:  Arroyo
TITLE:
AN ACT authorizing the city of New York to reconvey its interest in certain real property acquired by in rem tax foreclosure in the borough of the Bronx to former owner Saint Peter’s Lutheran Church,  notwithstanding expiration of the two year period within which application may be made to the city to release its interest in property thus acquired; Block No. 2285, Lot No. 73 on tax map for the borough of the Bronx. 

BACKGROUND:
The New York City Charter requires that sale of city-owned property be at public auction or by sealed bids, except as otherwise provided by law.  Therefore, state legislative authorization is necessary to permit reconveyance of city-owned property to the former owner. 
ANALYSIS:
This legislation authorizes the city of New York to reconvey the real property designated as Block No.2285, Lot No. 73 on the tax map of the Bronx to the former owner Saint Peter’s Lutheran Church .  Such reconveyance may be made upon approval of the In Rem Foreclosure Release Board subject to the grantee meeting certain conditions precedent.

The City of New York acquired title to these premises based on non-payment of taxes.  Reportedly, the non-payment of taxes was due to the inadvertent failure of the former owner of such property, to pay taxes thereon. 

