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          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: The Health

          3  Committee will come to order.

          4                 Very quickly, my name is Christine

          5  Quinn, I'm Chair of the Health Committee. We are not

          6  voting on Intro. 708 today. There are discussions

          7  and negotiations going on between the Council and

          8  the Administration on that bill, we believe we'll be

          9  able to come out with a piece of legislation that

         10  will be supported by both sides of City Hall, which

         11  will be better for the overall issue. We will

         12  continue those discussions into the new year and the

         13  Health Committee will revisit the issue in 2006.

         14                 We are voting on Intro. 696, the

         15  Mobile Food Vendor bill, prime sponsor Council

         16  Member Felder. We talked about this at our last

         17  hearing.

         18                 Basically there is a gentleman in

         19  Brooklyn who runs an Italian Ice truck, he suffered

         20  a heart attack, was incapacitated for quite some

         21  time, was unable to get his renewal paperwork in in

         22  the time frame the law requires. This bill goes back

         23  and amends the law so this gentleman can get his

         24  Italian Ice truck back on the road and support his

         25  family.
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          2                 It's written in a narrow way that is

          3  helpful just to the gentleman who we seek to help.

          4                 I want to thank Council Member Felder

          5  and Recchia for bringing this matter to our

          6  attention. It's supported by the Administration.

          7                 Okay, I wanted to thank our lawyer,

          8  Ann Thomas, for working on it and figuring out a

          9  narrower way to do it that doesn't create a big

         10  flood gate problem.

         11                 And that said, will the clerk please

         12  call the roll, and just super quickly, because we

         13  all have a lot of things to go to.

         14                 I just want to thank the Health

         15  Committee members. This has been a very, very active

         16  committee, at times probably more hearings than any

         17  of us wanted, but you all have been really great

         18  outstanding members who have always contributed to

         19  the hearings and brought many new ideas forward that

         20  I think we were able to collectively solve. So,

         21  thank you all very, very much for moving the public

         22  health agenda of the City of New York forward, and

         23  for holding the Bloomberg Administration accountable

         24  when we needed to on critical public health matters.

         25                 That said, would the clerk please
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          2  call the roll.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Quinn.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Oh, I'm so sorry,

          5  I totally forgot. Thank you, Ann. We're also voting

          6  today on the follow-up on the Health Care Security

          7  Act which we had the hearing on last week, which was

          8  supported by the UFCW, and the National Supermarket

          9  Association, that was what we had a hearing on last

         10  week. I'm sorry, I forgot to mention that.

         11                 What number is that, Ann?

         12                 MS. THOMAS: Intro 758.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Intro. 758. Thank

         14  you very much.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Quinn.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Aye on both.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Chair,

         19  may I just be excused quickly to --

         20                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Of course.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: -- To not

         22  really explain my vote, but really to say to you

         23  that you've been extraordinary.

         24                 The Health agenda for the City of New

         25  York was sheperded and stewarded by you over the
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          2  past four year, and as a member of this Committee, I

          3  don't think there was a moment that I wasn't proud

          4  to be of support, to move forward a public health

          5  agenda. It was extremely progressive, and that was

          6  due in large part to your leadership.

          7                 Having said that, I vote aye on both,

          8  and I want to thank you, again, Madam Chair, for

          9  being an extraordinary, extraordinary chair for the

         10  Health Committee.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you very

         12  much.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you.

         15                 Madam Chair, may I be excused to

         16  explain my vote?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: As a medical

         18  doctor we could never deny you that.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I am going to

         20  vote for all of these bills, except that I have some

         21  concerns with 758-A. And the first concern is the

         22  amount of employees, and we have moved it from 35 to

         23  50 of the employees, and I'm concerned about those

         24  15 that you have just taken out of the -- in the

         25  count. In today's market where insurance is a
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          2  difficult thing for our folks, I have some concern

          3  about that.

          4                 The other thing that I have concern

          5  about is the definition of the temporary workers,

          6  temporary in what sense. How long does one work to

          7  be considered temporary and even if we have 50

          8  people or even more than 50 people working and

          9  another 50 that's working that you call them

         10  temporary, I'm not too sure that we have closed the

         11  loophole whereby an employer can use this word

         12  temporary to say that every three months you change

         13  around and have new people working and have that

         14  count, you change them every three or four months.

         15  And I'm concerned about that.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Council Member

         17  Stewart, just so you know, the part-time employees

         18  are included, temporary is defined from November 1st

         19  -- I'm sorry, October 1st to December 31st. So,

         20  it's only temporary in that time frame.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Right.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Just so you know.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Right, but my

         24  concern is just basically that the employee can use

         25  temporary any time, and they can say well they take
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          2  on somebody in the spring for two months and then in

          3  the summer for another two months somebody else, and

          4  in the fall for two months and then keep changing

          5  and call that person temporary and in the meantime

          6  they have an employee count of 100, whatever, and

          7  they're denying them insurance.

          8                 Those are my two concerns.

          9                 Having said that, I would say aye to

         10  all the bills. Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote yes on

         14  both. I will say to the Chair, this is a Committee

         15  with a wonderful history. Former Council member and

         16  former Chair of the Health Committee, Victor Robles,

         17  is in the aisle, and he did a wonderful job, and for

         18  the first three years in the Council Victor was the

         19  Chair of the Committee, and you've done a wonderful

         20  job succeeding him and it's been a great, great run,

         21  and I thank you for everything.

         22                 Yes on both.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you all very

         24  much for your kind words and your hard work, and

         25  we're going to leave the roll open at the request of

                                                            8

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  Council Member Sears, who is on her way in. And our

          3  last Health Committee hearing is adjourned.

          4                 (Subsequently Council Member Sears

          5  voted aye. The vote stands at five in the

          6  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          7  abstentions.)

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 12:25 p.m.)

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            9

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 21st day of December 2005.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

                                                            10

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

