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THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Christine C. Quinn, Speaker 

COMMITTEE REPORT

 OF THE

COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS
DIANA REYNA, Chairperson

Edward F. O’Malley, Counsel to the Speaker

Office of the Speaker

February 1, 2006

Preconsidered Res. No. 37: 
By: Council Members Yassky, The Speaker (Council Member Quinn), Reyna, Comrie, Fidler, Jackson, Brewer, Garodnick, de Blasio, Dickens, Sears and Weprin

SUBJECT: 
A Resolution amending Rule 9.40 of the Rules of the Council.

ANALYSIS:
Rule 9.40 covers the process for making a motion to amend legislation at a Stated Meeting.  The proposed amendment clarifies the amendment process for legislation that is being considered on the General Orders Calendar.  Once put in writing, delivered to the Legislative Documents Unit and read into the record, the Member offering the amendment will have up to two minutes to explain the amendment.  Any other Member wishing to speak will also have two minutes to discuss it.  Once debate is closed on the amendment, it is voted on and if approved, the legislation is laid over to be considered after satisfying the aging requirements of the Charter.  If more than one amendment is offered, they will be considered in the order made.  When an amendment is voted down, the original legislation would be voted on as proposed by the Committee.

9.40. Motion to Amend to be in Writing – a. At a Stated Meeting, any Member may offer an amendment to legislation that is being considered for a vote on the General Orders Calendar.  Before any motion to amend a proposed local law or resolution is debated, it shall be reduced to writing, delivered to the Legislative Document [Division] Unit and read. After the reading, the Member shall have up to two minutes to explain the amendment.  Members wishing to participate in the debate shall also be entitled to up to two minutes.  At the conclusion of debate, the proposed amendment shall be voted on and if approved, shall be added to the original legislation which would be laid over for a vote at a later Stated Meeting. If more than one amendment is made, they shall be considered in the order made. If the amendment is voted down, the original legislation shall then be voted on.


b.
All motions to amend the expense or capital budgets must be in writing.
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