Int. No. 713
By Council Members Johnson, Espinal, Rodriguez, Chin, Gentile, Koo, Richards and Wills
..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring sight-seeing bus operators to submit operating plans to the department of consumer affairs.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Section 20-372 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision 11 to read as follows:

11. “Operating plan” shall mean the proposed routes, stops, layover locations, and days of the week and hours of operation of a sight-seeing bus fleet, as well as the anticipated number of buses in each fleet that will use each route, stop and layover location during each hour of operation.
§ 2. Section 20-373 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new subdivisions e, f and g to read as follows: 

e. An applicant for a sight-seeing bus license or the renewal therefor shall submit an operating plan to the commissioner. The commissioner shall forward a copy of such plan to the department of transportation and the community board(s) and council member(s) in whose district(s) the applicant’s sight-seeing bus fleet would operate. The department of transportation, and the affected community boards and council members shall review the plan and consider, among other things, the number of sight-seeing buses that operate or would operate on the proposed route(s) on the proposed days and hours, and the plan’s overall impact on traffic and public safety.  
1. Within sixty days after receiving an operating plan proposal, the department of transportation shall, and the affected community boards and council members may submit comments to the commissioner regarding the plan.
2. Within thirty days of approval of an operating plan the commissioner shall post the approved operating plan to the department website. Such posting shall include the name under which the sight-seeing bus operator does business, and the department issued license number and date of expiration. 

3. A copy of the operating plan shall be present on the sight-seeing bus at all times. 

f. No sight-seeing bus license or renewal therefor shall be issued unless an operating plan has been approved by the commissioner. If upon the commissioner’s review of the operating plan and any comments related to such plan submitted by the department of transportation and the affected community board(s) and council member(s), the commissioner determines that such plan presents a potential adverse impact, the commissioner shall require the applicant to amend such operating plan to negate or minimize the potential adverse impact. If the commissioner requires the applicant to amend an operating plan, the amended plan shall be reviewed and approved by the commissioner before a sight-seeing bus license or renewal therefor is issued to such applicant.
g. Any owner of a sight-seeing bus who violates the terms of its operating plan approved by the commissioner pursuant to this section shall be fined no less than five hundred dollars and no more than one thousand dollars for each offense. For the purposes of this subdivision all violations of this subdivision committed on the same day shall constitute one offence.
§ 3. This local law shall take effect 120 days after enactment into law provided, however, that the commissioner shall take any actions necessary prior to such effective date for the implementation of this local law including but not limited to, the adopting of any necessary rules.
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