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	By Council Member Restler

	SLR # 6:
	S.573 (Salazar)
A.167 (Epstein)

	TITLE: 
	AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to authorizing a five mile per hour speed limit for open streets in cities having a population in excess of one million





I. BACKGROUND
On June 11, 2025, the Committee on Governmental Operations, State and Federal Legislation, chaired by Council Member Lincoln Restler, will hold a vote on Preconsidered SLR __, State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Salazar, S.573, and Assembly Member Epstein, A.167, “AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to authorizing a five mile per hour speed limit for open streets in cities having a population in excess of one million.”
II. PROPOSED STATE LEGISLATION
	 This bill would authorize the City to set speed limits as low as 5 miles per hour on open streets designated by the Department of Transportation (“DOT”). DOT designates open streets to transform roadways into public spaces that prioritize the use of pedestrians, cyclists, and other non-vehicular users of the street. On some open streets, DOT grants local vehicles limited access to the street to park, pick up or drop off passengers, make deliveries, or for emergency uses. When operating a vehicle on such an open street, DOT advises that drivers limit their speed to 5 miles per hour due to the presence of pedestrians and vulnerable people that occupy the space. However is an unenforceable recommendation, not a speed limit. This bill would empower the City to set an actual speed limit on these open streets. The bill would not empower the City to lower speed limits outside of a designated open street, and it would not require that the City set a 5 miles per hour speed limit on these open streets, it would only give the City the option to do so.
III. FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
	See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
IV. EFFECTIVE DATE
	This bill takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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..Title
State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Salazar, S.573, and Assembly Member Epstein, A.167, “AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to authorizing a five mile per hour speed limit for open streets in cities having a population in excess of one million”.
..Body

By Council Member Restler

	Whereas, Bills have been introduced in the New York State Legislature by Senator Salazar, S.573, and Assembly Member Epstein, A.167, “AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to authorizing a five mile per hour speed limit for open streets in cities having a population in excess of one million”; and

Whereas, The enactment of the above State Legislation requires the concurrence of the Council of the City of New York as the local legislative body; now, therefore, be it 

	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, in accordance with the provisions of Section 2 of Article 9 of the Constitution of the State of New York, does hereby request the New York State Legislature to enact into law the aforesaid pending bills.
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