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TITLE:
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CHARTER:


Amends subdivision b of section 556 of chapter 22.

Introduction

On January 21, 2015, the Committee on Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse, and Disability Services, chaired by Council Member Andrew Cohen, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. 571-A, “A local law to amend the New York City Charter, in relation to the early intervention program.”  This will be the second hearing on this bill. The first hearing was held on December 15, 2014. At that hearing the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and advocates testified in support of the bill.
Background

Congress created the national Early Intervention Program for infants and toddlers with disabilities as part of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).
 The IDEA created an entitlement to a wide range of rehabilitative services for infants and toddlers from birth through age two.
 Under the New York State Public Health Law, localities must offer early intervention services to infants and toddlers with developmental disabilities or delays.
 

Currently, the Early Intervention Program is administered through the Division of Mental Hygiene as mandated by the New York City Charter.
 Recently, the commissioner of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) created a new division within the agency, the Division of Family and Child Health. DOHMH would like to be able to administer the Early Intervention Program through the newly created Division of Family and Child Health. 
Analysis

Proposed Int. 571-A would amend subdivision b of section 556 of chapter 22 of the New York City Charter. It would remove the requirement that the early intervention program be administered by the Division of Mental Hygiene, a division within DOHMH, and would allow the commissioner of DOHMH to place the program in the newly created Division of Family and Child Health.  There were no substantive changes made to the bill since it was originally introduced.
Proposed Int. No. 571-APRIVATE 
By Council Members Cohen, Koo, Vallone and Mendez


A LOCAL LAW

To amend the New York city charter, in relation to the early intervention program

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Paragraph 7 of subdivision b of section 556 of chapter 22 of the New York city charter, as added by a vote of the electors on November 6, 2001, is amended to read as follows:


(7) administer [,within the division of mental hygiene,] the unit responsible for early intervention services pursuant to the public health law; and


§2. This local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment.
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� 20 USC § 1431


� Id.


� N.Y. Public Health Law § 2552


� N.Y.City Charter § 556
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