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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          6                 (No response).

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Happy New

         11  Year's, and very present.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Presente'.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          5  present. All please rise for the invocation

          6  delivered by Rabbi Jonathan Glass.

          7                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you.

          8                 Men and women of the City Council,

          9  one of the kindnesses bestowed upon humanity by the

         10  Creator is the unit of time. If night did not follow

         11  day, or weekend follow week, it would be too

         12  difficult to put past failings behind us in order to

         13  start anew. All the more so, with the old year

         14  coming to an end and the new year just beginning, we

         15  have yet another opportunity to let go of the past

         16  and strive for better for ourselves and for our

         17  City.

         18                 I therefore extend my blessing upon

         19  this meeting of the City Council, so that it will

         20  take advantage of this precious opportunity to serve

         21  its constituents with excellence and devotion. Amen.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I spread it.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of
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          2  the Minutes.

          3                 Council Member Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, I'd like to make a motion that the minutes

          6  of the Stated Meeting of September 12th, 2002, be

          7  adopted as printed.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         12  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 392.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         15  printed and filed.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 393.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 394 on page

         19  one, through M 406 on page three.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

         21  Committee on Transportation.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         23  and communications.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 407.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,
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          2  printed and filed.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 408.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

          5  printed and filed.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          7  Call-Ups.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         10  Communication from the Speaker.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, my

         12  colleagues. I'd like to wish everyone a Happy New

         13  Year, and welcome you all back to the first

         14  Charter-mandated Stated Council Meeting of the year.

         15                 We have a short meeting in which

         16  we're basically doing organizational work, but I do

         17  want to acknowledge that we have been joined, now

         18  that the year has passed, by our esteemed former

         19  Chair of the Finance Committee, Herb Berman.

         20                 Herb. There he is. Thank you for

         21  waiting a year. We're going to look at that law,

         22  Herb.

         23                 And I want to acknowledge the Chair

         24  of the Standards and Ethic Committee, Helen Sears,

         25  to acknowledge some guests that we have here today.
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          2                 Helen.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Speaker.

          5                 It is really my pleasure that we have

          6  with us today members of the Board of the Conflicts

          7  of Interest, and the staff that are here.

          8                 I would like to introduce Benito

          9  Romano, a very outstanding, outstanding lawyer on

         10  ethics. And also Bruce Green, who is teaching at

         11  Fordham University, also very esteemed, and I would

         12  like to introduce Mark Davies, who is the Executive

         13  Director. Joan Salzman, Deputy Director, and Wayne

         14  Holly, who is the Counsel General.

         15                 Thank you so much for joining us

         16  today, it really is a pleasure and an honor.

         17                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Certainly. We thank

         19  you for the work that you do on behalf of the City,

         20  and appreciate it and I'm glad that you're here. I

         21  know Council members are pleased to have the

         22  opportunity to meet with all of you personally.

         23                 The rest of the business today, which

         24  we'll be proceeding to, is essentially

         25  organizational business. The only piece of
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          2  legislation that we're considering today is a piece

          3  of legislation to defer the Mayor's introduction of

          4  the budget by a couple of weeks at the Mayor's

          5  request, which we are happy to accommodate.

          6                 But essentially this is an

          7  organizational meeting, and we're pleased to see

          8  everybody and our next meeting will be on January

          9  29th in which we'll be taking up a number of pieces

         10  of good government legislation.

         11                 That ends the communication from the

         12  Speaker.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         14  of General Orders.

         15                 Report of Special Committees.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         18  Standing Committees.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Finance. Intro. 341.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a general

         22  order calender.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         24  Committee on Governmental Operations.

         25                 Intro. 119-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

          3  over.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          6                 Preconsidered M 409 and companion

          7  Reso 657.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         11  410, and companion Reso 658.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         15  Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 63-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 215-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

         21  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a General

         23  Order Calendar.

         24                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         25  call the roll on all items coupled on the General
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          2  Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         21  please.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         24  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         25  vote of 43 in the affirmative, zero in the negative
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          2  and zero abstentions.

          3                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          5  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          6  agenda.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          8  of Resolutions.

          9                 Resolutions.

         10                 General Discussion.

         11                 Speaker Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to take

         13  an opportunity, this is the first Stated Council

         14  Meeting that Frank Lombardi has been back with us.

         15  We missed him when he was gone and we're very, very

         16  happy and since he's not here it's almost as if he

         17  never came back, but we're glad he's back.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Extension of

         19  Remarks.

         20                 Oh, excuse me, Council Member Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         22  Public Advocate.

         23                 I have in my hand an automatic

         24  external defibrillator, a portable defibrillator,

         25  and for the last several months, since May, it's
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          2  been in the Minority Leader's Office. Speaker Miller

          3  and I had a press conference back in May announcing

          4  that we had a defibrillator donated to City Hall,

          5  because prior to that City Hall did not have one. It

          6  was a symbolic gesture on our part to let the world

          7  know that we continue to be dedicated to having

          8  defibrillators in public places.

          9                 Obviously, all of us are aware, the

         10  tragedies that happened over the past couple of days

         11  in the Bronx and on Staten Island, and I am not sure

         12  if a defibrillator would have saved either of those

         13  two young people, which chagrins me, and actually

         14  stronger than chagrin, which frustrates me and which

         15  angers me is that there is a state law and the City

         16  is not in compliance with it.

         17                 But for this machine, student

         18  athletes on athletic fields, parents, principals,

         19  teachers, will die. When your heart goes into

         20  ventricular fibrillation, without this machine you

         21  will die. The survival rate in New York City is one

         22  to two percent.

         23                 This is an issue that cries out, and

         24  has cried out for a very long time for a

         25  private/public partnership. There should not have
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          2  been a Megan Kanka for there to be a Megan's Law, it

          3  should not have taken the loss of Jenna Grashaber

          4  for there to be a Jenna's Law, and this week I think

          5  is an example of government at its absolute worst.

          6  We, on every level of government react after the

          7  tragedy, and this Council, frankly, has been at the

          8  forefront for the last year, former Council Members

          9  Fusco and Ognibene, the Chair, former Chair of the

         10  Health Committee, and Victor Robles, the current

         11  chair of the Health Committee, Christine Quinn,

         12  we've all been talking about this.

         13                 If I just may take 15 extra seconds?

         14                 There was a gentleman by the name of

         15  Kevin Shehe who was a beloved principal in

         16  Tottenville High School, in Council Member Lanza's

         17  district, who died back in February. And a lot of us

         18  made a commitment at that time to make sure that

         19  another person would not die in a school a

         20  preventable death, via use of defibrillator.

         21                 I hope the Department of Education,

         22  the Board of Education, whatever you want to call

         23  it, they get off their ass, their collective ass and

         24  make sure that these live-saving devices are in our

         25  schools sooner rather than later, immediately.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council Member.

          4                 Council Member Foster.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Good

          6  afternoon, Public Advocate. Happy New Year.

          7                 I'd just like to vote aye on all and

          8  be marked as present, please.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         10  very much, Council Member. We now have an amended

         11  vote, 44 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         12  and zero abstentions.

         13                 Council Member Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Happy New Year

         15  to all my colleagues.

         16                 I just wanted to take the opportunity

         17  to say to the City Council that the police really

         18  brought in the new year with a bang, and I think we

         19  need to really not rush to judgment, which has been

         20  my position of the police killings of four

         21  individuals in the City.

         22                 There's conflicting testimony.

         23  There's conflicting eyewitness accounts. The

         24  autopsies haven't been fully evaluated, ballistic

         25  reports have not been in, and, yet, the Mayor, the

                                                            22

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Commissioner, and others in the City are rushing to

          3  judgment.

          4                 We need to make sure that the Police

          5  Department, once it uses deadly force, that it

          6  absolutely is an imminent threat and danger to their

          7  lives, and I'm not so sure that that's the case in

          8  some of these shootings. So, we really need to not

          9  rush to judgment and make sure that a thorough

         10  investigation is done.

         11                 And when you hear some of the

         12  conflicting accounts of what's going on, I'm certain

         13  that you would agree with me.

         14                 We're also calling for the repeal of

         15  the Patriot Act. We should not allow the Congress

         16  and the President to use the threat of terrorism, to

         17  deny the civil liberties of people in the United

         18  States. We cannot allow for government to begin

         19  requesting that its citizens spy on each other, that

         20  the lawyer/client confidentiality be broken in the

         21  name of terrorism.

         22                 So, we just want to make sure that

         23  we're up on those two important issues in this new

         24  year, and in spite of the tragic start by the Police

         25  Department, I'm hoping that the City Council is
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          2  going to be the conscience and guide of this City to

          3  make sure the police misconduct is put in check, and

          4  that any community violence that is occurring in our

          5  communities, that we address it with the economic

          6  program, job opportunities for our youth, and not

          7  just police containment.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 I rise today to speak on two items of

         14  legislation that I'm proposing today.

         15                 Number one is the issue of fast cash

         16  and payday loans. These are high-interest, high-risk

         17  loans that are categorized in the same industry as

         18  predatory lenders to me.

         19                 They make short-term legal loans of

         20  $100 to $400, but then they turn around and charge

         21  interest rates ranging from 390 to 1,000 percent.

         22                 In order to qualify for one of these

         23  loans, an individual needs no credit, they only need

         24  to prove that they are employed and have a source of

         25  income.
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          2                 They must divulge their employment

          3  information, checking, bank account information, and

          4  most times their Social Security number. These

          5  companies primarily advertise and promote their

          6  businesses to low-income consumers and have been

          7  granted Safe Harbor from usury laws in 23 states and

          8  the District of Columbia.

          9                 Fortunately, New York State has a cap

         10  of 25 percent on loans, and although these companies

         11  do not operate within the state, they do advertise

         12  on local television and radio stations and as well

         13  as putting posters up on buses and subways within

         14  our City.

         15                 It is because of that reason I have

         16  introduced Resolution 650 calling on the appropriate

         17  committee of this City Council to investigate the

         18  practice of payday lending in New York City.

         19                 I am becoming increasingly concerned

         20  that given the state of our economy, many residents

         21  of New York City will turn to these loans as a means

         22  for fiscal anguish.

         23                 I urge my colleagues to support this

         24  resolution and assist me in informing the residents

         25  of our City as to the pitfalls that these loans can
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          2  create for them.

          3                 Also, I'm introducing Intro. 344,

          4  which deals with a problem that affects many

          5  communities in our City, such which are a vital form

          6  of transportation for our economy, but when they're

          7  driving in residential areas, they present a traffic

          8  hazard and danger to the safety of pedestrians. In

          9  addition, a source of damage to homes and roadways.

         10                 Trucks of a certain size are supposed

         11  to follow commercial routes, but they don't. And all

         12  drivers receive minimal fines that only act as

         13  license to drive.

         14                 I would encourage my members, and I

         15  have a lot of signatures already, to sign this

         16  legislation to increase the fines, and to make sure

         17  that the trucks are given what color coordinated

         18  maps which would make it easier for the Police

         19  Department to enforce, if that map is not in the

         20  truck when they pull the truck over.

         21                 The fines should be increased and it

         22  would be easier for the police to enforce as opposed

         23  to having a special unit now.

         24                 Thank you for your indulgence, Madam

         25  Public Advocate.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council Member.

          4                 Council Member Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          6  very much. (In Spanish.)

          7                 I want to bring your attention to a

          8  reso as the drums of war are beating in the White

          9  House for setting us up for a two-fisted fight in

         10  Iraq and North Korea, I just want to bring your

         11  attention to the fact that we are about to celebrate

         12  the birth date of the Prince of Peace, Dr. Martin

         13  Luther King, and would call your attention to Reso

         14  655, which honors him and recognizes his birthday,

         15  and in effect urges us to keep him in mind as we do

         16  our deliberations in this City Council, as we do our

         17  remembering of why we are so privileged to be in a

         18  position to make a difference in people's lives.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Davis.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 First, I would like to compliment

         25  Councilman Al Vann and David Weprin for the taking
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          2  the initiative involved with toy guns.

          3                 Unfortunately, another life has been

          4  lost because someone used a toy gun or bebe gun

          5  involved in a police shooting, and police officers

          6  most often cannot walk up to a person and ask the

          7  question is this life or is this live or is this

          8  Memorex? So, we employ the community to do away with

          9  these toy guns.

         10                 I had something to do with toy guns a

         11  few years ago, and I'm just so honored to be working

         12  with my colleagues, Councilman Al Vann and David

         13  Weprin, and other members of the Council who are

         14  going forward to stop these toy guns.

         15                 Unfortunately there has been some

         16  shootings that have made the news recently, and,

         17  yes, we should not rush to judgment, but it's very

         18  important that the community understands that we

         19  cannot, as a community, allow various members of our

         20  community to celebrate on New Years Day by shooting

         21  in the air.

         22                 I have responded on two incidents. A

         23  Miss Tessa Warrent was shot and killed as the New

         24  York Knicks won a basketball game, and this woman

         25  was standing in the window and she lost her life as

                                                            28

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  a young man was shooting in the air.

          3                 I responded to the family of another

          4  woman on the 4th of July, a young man went outside

          5  to celebrate the 4th of July as he was shooting in

          6  the air, the woman was shot and killed standing in

          7  her window. Two of these persons now left their

          8  children to be motherless.

          9                 So, on the same token that we call

         10  for the police to have more training, but we also

         11  want to make it very clear and the community has to

         12  be responsible, and the community cannot go out and

         13  have guns on the street, in public display, whether

         14  real guns or toy guns, there is a place, there are

         15  shooting galleries and guns are not to be used on

         16  the street, so we must stand with our police

         17  officers who are doing a good job, the ones that are

         18  doing a good job, as we stand against the ones that

         19  are not doing a good job.

         20                 May I have a couple of extra seconds?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, but

         22  only a couple of extra seconds.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you so

         24  very much.

         25                 To point out that Mark Page made a
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          2  comment about the City Council yesterday, blaming

          3  the City Council for the state of all these cuts as

          4  far as six percent and three percent. I'd like to

          5  just make it very clear to Mark Page.

          6                 Mr. Page, that this City Council has

          7  been in the forefront protecting services for the

          8  community led by our Speaker Gifford Miller and all

          9  of the members of the Council. So, Mr. Page, I

         10  disagree whole heartedly with you. It's not our

         11  fault, it's the time, and we will lead this City to

         12  the promised land.

         13                 Thank you so very much, Madam Public

         14  Advocate.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council Member.

         17                 Council Member Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate. I rise today to bring to the

         20  attention of my colleagues two resos that I'm

         21  putting forward today, Resolution 651, and 652, that

         22  have to do with the protection of our upstate

         23  drinking water supply watershed.

         24                 We have a new battleground up in the

         25  watershed. As you know, we've been working for the
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          2  last ten years to try to protect the watershed, and

          3  stormwater, and stormwater permits are the new

          4  battleground.

          5                 The State DDC has to put forward

          6  regulations, which they're mandated to do by EPA. We

          7  want to make sure that these regulations be all that

          8  they can be. My resolution has called for heightened

          9  stormwater protections, we're going to be having a

         10  hearing on this next week. Many of my colleagues

         11  have already come forward and signed onto these

         12  resolutions. I thank them very much for their

         13  support. Resolution 651, 652.

         14                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 Council Member Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Good

         19  morning, Public Advocate.

         20                 I rise today to talk about a bill

         21  submitted today on a local law to amend the

         22  Administrative Code of the City of New York in

         23  relation to retention on the candidate eligibility

         24  list. I want my colleagues to know that this bill

         25  was developed with the help of DC 37, organizational
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          2  staff analysts, Local 375, Local 249, DC 9, Local 30

          3  and Local 246 of SIU.

          4                 There has been over the past years a

          5  profound change in the way the City service

          6  employees are selected for promotion that has

          7  underminded the professionalism, moral effectiveness

          8  and efficiency of City government.

          9                 We have found that many candidates

         10  for employment for the City of New York and related

         11  employees who are on the candidate eligible list and

         12  considered and not selected by agencies often

         13  without interviews.

         14                 After three such considerations and

         15  not selected actions, such candidates are removed

         16  from the appropriate eligible list. When such

         17  eligibility is exhausted, many agencies hire

         18  individuals who have never taken a past civil

         19  service examination.

         20                 This situation undermines the civil

         21  service law, and the merit of the fitness system of

         22  which it is based.

         23                 This legislation is intended to

         24  uphold the merit and fitness requirement of City

         25  employees.
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          2                 The only interests that are presently

          3  being served in the current way are promotion and

          4  employing City workers or the interests of

          5  politically connected persons, who are either not

          6  qualified or have no experience of their jobs.

          7                 In this time of fiscal crisis and

          8  austerity, we must close down these patroness (sic)

          9  mills, and begin to act responsibly when it comes to

         10  promoting and employing City employees. It must be

         11  based on one criterion and one criterion alone -

         12  merit.

         13                 This legislation that I am proposing

         14  today will save millions of hard-earned taxpayers'

         15  dollars a year. That's why I'm asking my colleagues

         16  to please sign on today to Intro. 346, which will

         17  close this gap.

         18                 Now, in the past Administrations,

         19  what has happened is that when it came time to

         20  employing people, they'll go through one, two, three

         21  on the list of more than three lists --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS can I have

         24  just two more minutes?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Two more
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          2  minutes? No.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thirty

          4  seconds?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Proceed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you.

          9                 When a person goes for promotion on a

         10  civil service employee list, they pick from a one to

         11  three. You go from one, two and three, and many

         12  administrations and many agency heads, to get to

         13  their person who they want to select, they'll go

         14  through the list, consider people to be hired and

         15  not hire them and send a letter saying that they're

         16  not hired. And this bill will close that gap and

         17  allow all civil service employees to remain on the

         18  list until a new list is established.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: May I bring

         21  to your attention, please, that it's a new year and

         22  I am going to start being very strict about

         23  enforcing the two-minute limit.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 Council Member Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

          3  Madam Chair.

          4                 I just wanted to add my voice also to

          5  the concerns that there are for the recent shootings

          6  by the New York City Police Department, but also

          7  clearly sending a message that we need to support

          8  our good police officers, and when they're doing

          9  good work, and the reality is, is that we need to

         10  publicly condemn individuals who are engaged in

         11  criminality, like shooting a firearm in our public

         12  streets.

         13                 So, at the same token, I'm a firm

         14  believer in assuring that we need to root out police

         15  misconduct, but at the same time, we need to

         16  maintain a strong department that will root out

         17  criminality in our City.

         18                 And I want to send a special

         19  congratulations to both Council Members Al Vann and

         20  David Weprin for introducing the bill that will

         21  eliminate these toy guns in our streets that too

         22  many times can be mistaken as a real firearm.

         23                 And everyone, Happy New Year.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 Council Member Seabrook.

          3                 Please be quiet.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Today I rise and hope that my

          7  colleagues can look at Intro. 348, and 348 is a very

          8  important measure for this Council, because one of

          9  the things and the problems that we've had is the

         10  proliferation of these hot sheet motels in our

         11  communities, and that they have been such a bad

         12  force, and one of the things that we're looking at

         13  to do with these hot sheet motels, is have a sense

         14  of regulation.

         15                 Do you know that these motels have no

         16  licensing at all? That they pay no licensing fees,

         17  no one regulates them. They are really the house for

         18  prostitution, they are the conduit for drug selling.

         19  They actually serve purposes even for homicides that

         20  have taken place in these hot sheet motels.

         21                 So, this is a tremendous opportunity

         22  for this Council to begin to regulate these hot

         23  sheet motels, by having them to pay a registration

         24  fee, and that they are actually being registered as

         25  a real business, and that the ownership has to be
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          2  fingerprinted, since they believe in fingerprinting

          3  welfare mothers, they should be fingerprinted, and

          4  that the licensing should not be transferred or

          5  passed on or grandfathered in.

          6                 So, this is one way that we could

          7  regulate and it also brings revenue to the City,

          8  because it provides in terms of putting monies in

          9  for the paying for the registration fee, and also

         10  for the violations. And when there are violations of

         11  prostitution, violations that bring about criminal

         12  activity, then the license will actually be revoked

         13  or suspended and they shall be fined.

         14                 So, this is important. This is a

         15  tremendous piece of legislation to deal with all of

         16  the communities throughout the City that this is in

         17  effect, and takes place throughout the City, it is

         18  our hope that I can ask all of my colleagues to join

         19  me in signing on with Intro. 348. Thank you very

         20  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         22                 Council Member Gonzalez, would you

         23  vote, please.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Madam Chair,

         25  I'm sorry I wasn't here but aye on all, and I'm
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          2  present. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So, the

          4  amended vote is now 45 in the affirmative, zero in

          5  the negative, zero abstentions.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I just wanted to share a concern with

         11  my colleagues. That the Public Advocate has been

         12  trying to get us to shut up, and I really don't know

         13  how to shut up, but in general I think there is a

         14  problem that the Speaker and a lot of us have

         15  discussed a number of times, in terms of the process

         16  of signing onto bills, we have no means of signing

         17  onto a bill without going around during this bizarre

         18  atmosphere. That was a noun, not a verb.

         19                 So, I don't know what the solution

         20  is. If you want us to be quiet, I think we have to

         21  be able to come up with some other way to be able to

         22  sign onto these bills without having to beg our

         23  colleagues for mercy for their signatures. I don't

         24  know how you want us to be quiet.

         25                 I don't know. Maybe you want us to
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          2  write down, you know, not say it, we can write down

          3  please sign.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That might

          5  not be a bad idea, Council member.

          6                 I just think sometimes when such

          7  eloquent Council Members as yourself speak, and

          8  there's this buzz in the background so nobody can

          9  hear your words of wisdom, it becomes very, very

         10  difficult.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: No, I

         12  appreciate what you're trying to accomplish. I'm

         13  asking for help and I think my colleagues feel the

         14  same way. We've spoken about it a number of times,

         15  and the Speaker has spoken about it a number of

         16  times, I think that if we want to do something about

         17  it, we have to figure out some other way. That's

         18  all.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Well, I'd be

         20  glad to be a part of that process.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Speaker

         23  Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, let me say two

         25  things. The first is that it's John Liu's birthday.
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          2                 The classic, this is what's known as

          3  deflection, but actually just a matter at hand, just

          4  so Council Members understand, when you introduce a

          5  cover sheet to introduce your legislation, there is

          6  a box that allows you to choose whether or not you

          7  require your signature for co-sponsorship. If you

          8  choose to not require a signature for

          9  co-sponsorship, then I don't know why most of us

         10  would bother to require a signature for

         11  co-sponsorship.

         12                 There already is a box there. You

         13  don't have the initial, you can allow people to sign

         14  up as co-sponsors of your legislation by directly

         15  putting the piece of paper in so that if members, as

         16  a general rule, just simply check the box that says

         17  I don't need signatures for co-sponsorship, then

         18  this particular matter can be addressed in the

         19  current context.

         20                 I don't want anyone to think that we

         21  can actually engage in colloquy.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm not sure

         23  we are allowed to engage in debate.

         24                 Are you finished, Speaker Miller?

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: I am finished.

                                                            40

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          3                 Council Member Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I just wanted

          5  to let all my colleagues know that I am going to

          6  take up the Speaker's suggestion, and from here on

          7  in, everything I introduce I will check that box so

          8  that nobody will need my signature and co-sponsor,

          9  because you don't know when you see a bill whether

         10  somebody has required that or not. To me, never need

         11  my signature. Good idea, Mr. Speaker. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you for

         15  the additional time.

         16                 To cut through this bureaucracy, is

         17  there any way that we could just make it that it's

         18  automatic that you don't have to sign on unless you

         19  check that you have to sign on?

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: You know, this is one

         21  of those great moments of power, for I can

         22  unilaterally say, yes, we are going to take the

         23  immediate step so that we will change, so that

         24  unless somebody checks the box saying that you

         25  require a signature, it will be assumed that you do
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          2  not require a co-sponsorship signatures. But it's

          3  still an option for all of those members who prefer

          4  to be sponsoring a bill by themselves without

          5  cosponsors, or for whatever reason it is still an

          6  option, but you will still have to check it

          7  yourself.

          8                 We're done now.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Sanders. I don't know where he is. Oh, there

         11  he is. Sorry. Happy New Year.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: On another

         13  issue, Madam Public Advocate. As worthy as the

         14  previous issue was, I wish to speak of a different

         15  issue.

         16                 I want to bring my attention of my

         17  colleagues to Resolution 656, and I invite everyone

         18  in the Council to join me as a nay-sayer. A

         19  nay-sayer.

         20                 As is well known, the New York City

         21  Council has a law, which is the strictest one in the

         22  nation on predatory lending.

         23                 We have the strictest anti-predatory

         24  lending law in the nation.

         25                 Congressman Bob May of Ohio, in a
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          2  bill brought to him by the banking industry is

          3  putting a law out, or is trying to put a bill out

          4  that would strip the City Council of the power to

          5  protect our citizens from predatory lenders.

          6                 I'm calling all of us to send a

          7  message because a nay-sayer, to send a message to

          8  the good Congressman and to our federal legislators,

          9  to tell them, do not surrender our citizens to the

         10  predatory lenders.

         11                 We have the strongest law in the

         12  nation, New York City should lead. The federal

         13  government, there certainly is a role for them. They

         14  should take our law and even go further and make it

         15  the law of the land.

         16                 So, I want to bring this to the

         17  attention of my colleagues and let our good

         18  Congressman from Ohio protect the people of Ohio

         19  from the predatory lenders.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council Member.

         23                 Council Member Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         25                 I just wanted to bring folks
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          2  attention to two memos that are on your desk today

          3  regarding a hearing this Friday.

          4                 It's going to be a hearing of the

          5  City Council's Health, Oversight and Investigations

          6  and General Welfare Committee, jointly, or I guess

          7  tri-jointly, with the New York State Assembly's

          8  Health Committee.

          9                 We are having this hearing with the

         10  Assembly, which is not something we typically do, to

         11  continue the Council's advocacy around Disaster

         12  Relief Medicaid.

         13                 In April the Council had an oversight

         14  hearing to make sure that the transition from

         15  Disaster Relief Medicaid back to traditional

         16  Medicaid, or Family Health Plus, or Child Health

         17  Plus, was happening in an efficient manner.

         18                 Chairperson Gioia's Committee

         19  identified some success but some significant

         20  problems as it related to language accessibility,

         21  immigrants access to getting their benefits

         22  transferred to other program. Some of those problems

         23  have continued and, in fact, new ones have

         24  developed, so we feel it's very important to

         25  continue our advocacy and even expand it working
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          2  with the Assembly.

          3                 This hearing is particularly

          4  important on Friday, given the plans that were --

          5  the outline of plans that were included in the

          6  budget modification which reflected the Mayor's

          7  potential desire to make it more difficult for New

          8  Yorkers to get Medicaid coverage even limit some of

          9  the services they get from that. So, this issue is

         10  very much connected to that, it tracks with our work

         11  we've done over the past year to try to get the

         12  enrollment procedure in public health insurance

         13  programs streamlined, so I would urge as many folks

         14  to come on Friday as possible.

         15                 The structure is going to be a little

         16  bit different.  In the assembly, they let witnesses

         17  talk for ten minutes, not three, so we'll all be in

         18  a brave new world together on Friday. Thank you. And

         19  it is in 250 Broadway on the 19th floor, in the

         20  Assembly's hearing room.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Reed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I would imagine the Assembly, the
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          2  State Legislature let you talk for ten minutes

          3  because they don't have term limits.

          4                 I want to commend our colleague James

          5  Sanders for introducing this legislation.

          6                 A couple of months ago we did pass

          7  historic and ground-breaking legislation around the

          8  issue of predatory lending, and I think the response

          9  of the industry is indicative with how effective

         10  this legislation, the potential of this legislation

         11  is, to protect people.

         12                 And I do not only encourage us to

         13  sign onto his resolution, but to also advocate

         14  through the members of Congress that we have a

         15  relationship with, whether they're Republican or

         16  Democrat, that this is good public policy,

         17  particularly in this difficult time that people are

         18  finding, with our economy people are going to be

         19  finding themselves in need of money, and if we don't

         20  have these sort of protections in place, we're going

         21  to see more and more people losing their homes.

         22                 I think we ought to remind ourselves

         23  that this Council set a precedent that the nation is

         24  looking at and we can't let some, one Congressman

         25  from the middle of the country, with all due
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          2  respect, that may not appreciate what happens here,

          3  with the kind of financing that people need for

          4  their homes, to over turn what I think was a real

          5  act of courage on the part of this Council to say to

          6  the industry, no, you can't violate people's rights

          7  and play games and gimmickry and end up having old

          8  people out in the street.

          9                 So, I want to again applaud Council

         10  Member Sanders and encourage my Republican and

         11  Democratic colleagues to speak to their members of

         12  Congress.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I just want to say that over the

         19  weekend I watched Nancy Pilozzi sort of begin her

         20  term as the first woman in her high position in

         21  Congress, and it was very exciting.

         22                 And then on a completely different

         23  topic, I want to just say over and over again how

         24  much I appreciate Mike McMahon and the work he's

         25  doing on recycling.
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          2                 The fact of the matter is that in the

          3  Times this week there was a story about a discussion

          4  I guess between some volunteers and Parks and the

          5  Sanitation Union regarding picking up the Christmas

          6  Trees, and my neighborhood is the neighborhood that

          7  loves to recycle, and they were concerned because

          8  not everybody is able to get to the mulching days

          9  that the Mayor and the Parks Commissioner allotted.

         10                 So, what I did was today talked about

         11  the Parks Department and the Union, and it turns out

         12  that there are trucks going out in the evening to

         13  pick up trees and hopefully bring them to Staten

         14  Island and mulch them, all to be doublechecked.

         15                 But I just want to mention that as we

         16  move forward on this recycling issue, we'll

         17  certainly take direction from Mike McMahon, but it's

         18  an issue of tremendous concern I think across the

         19  City.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         22                 Meeting is adjourned.

         23                 I'm reopening the meeting so

         24  Councilwoman Moskowitz can register her vote.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye
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          2  on all, including the coupled general orders.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That doesn't

          4  mean that you have a chance to talk, everybody.

          5  Thank you, Eva.

          6                 And the vote is 46 in the

          7  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero abstentions.

          8                 Meeting adjourned.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 1:30 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 8th day of January 2003.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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