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INTRODUCTION


On November 26, 2012, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 930-A.  This legislation would amend Section 2302 of the New York city charter by adding a new subdivision b.  This bill would require the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) to issue a quarterly report to the Council regarding the average wait time encountered by TLC-licensed drivers to secure a vehicle inspection at assigned inspection facilities as required under TLC rules. In particular, the report would disclose any instance when the wait for an inspection exceeds four weeks.  This is the first hearing on this legislation.  Expected to testify are representatives of TLC as well as interested stakeholders and community leaders.  
BACKGROUND

TLC is the main regulatory body of the for-hire car industry in New York City. TLC licenses and regulates 13,237 medallion taxicabs, 40,532 for-hire vehicles, 2,435 paratransit vehicles, 433 commuter vans, and 110,111 drivers.


In accordance with Section 301 of the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law (“VAT”), the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles (“DMV”) requires every motor vehicle registered in New York State to have an annual safety inspection regarding the vehicle brakes, steering mechanism, wheel alignment, lights, the readiness of the  inflatable  restraint system, the correct  installation  of an  air  contaminant emission system, and a vehicle emissions inspection in consultation with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (“DEC”) rules.

Before any licensed TLC taxicab can operate on the road it has to pass 1) a TLC inspection to verify compliance with the inspection items required by section 301 of the VAT, 2) a visual inspection of the interior and exterior of the taxicab to verify compliance with the rules of the TLC, for example, that the taxicab has the required TLC license plates, partitions, and decals, and 3) an inspection to verify compliance with any other applicable laws, rules and requirements.
 If a taxicab fails any component of an inspection, it must be re-inspected until it passes all components of the inspection.
  A TLC licensed taxicab has to pass inspection every four months, i.e. three times per year, and at any other such time that the Commission deems necessary.
 These inspections take place at the TLC’s Woodside, Queens inspection facility.


The inspection requirements for TLC licensed for-hire vehicles (“FHVs”) are that the vehicle must pass 1) the vehicle inspection requirements set forth in section 301 of the VTL, 2) a visual inspection of the interior and exterior of the vehicle to verify compliance with TLC rules, for example to ensure that registration stickers and license plates are properly affixed and that the camera system is  in working order, and 3) an inspection to verify compliance with any other applicable laws, rules and requirements.
 Inspections are required for new vehicles, when a license is transferred to a different vehicle, and every two years when the license is renewed.
 These inspections also take place at the Woodside facility.
  


On March 1, 2012, the Transportation Committee held an oversight hearing on TLC inspections. At the hearing, TLC Chairman David Yassky testified that vehicles typically get an inspection within “three or four days” of the application for an inspection.
 However, the Livery Roundtable testified that drivers sometimes “go weeks without pay waiting for the TLC to schedule an inspection appointment at the Woodside facility.”
 The NYC Fleet Livery Owners Association testified that vehicle inspection appointments in “most cases” are not scheduled for “upwards of 3 weeks” after the application is submitted.
 

ANALYSIS

Section one of Proposed Int. No. 930-A would amend Section 2302 of the New York city charter by adding a new subdivision b. New subdivision b would require TLC to issue a quarterly report to the Council regarding the average wait time encountered by drivers to secure a vehicle inspection at assigned inspection facilities as required under TLC rules. Additionally, it would mandate that the report disclose any instance when the wait for an inspection exceeds four weeks, and direct that all information in the report be disaggregated by vehicle type.
Section two of Proposed Int. No. 930-A states that the local law would take effect sixty days after its enactment.
Proposed Int. No. 930-A
By Council Members Vacca, Fidler, James, Koo, Lander, Rose and Halloran

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to reporting of data regarding taxi and for hire vehicle inspections by the taxi and limousine commission.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 2302 of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows:

§ 2302. Reports of commission. a. All proceedings of the commission and all documents and records in its possession shall be public records and the commission shall make an annual report to the city council on or before the second Monday of January in each year. Such annual report shall contain information regarding complaints received by the commission from the public, including, but not limited to, complaints of overcharging, as well as enforcement actions undertaken by the commission, whether the enforcement action was dismissed or settled, or if a penalty was imposed by the commission on the subject of the enforcement action. The information regarding enforcement actions shall include, but not be limited to, enforcement actions relating to illegal street hails, unlicensed vehicles, overcharging, and toll lane infractions. The complaint and enforcement action information shall be disaggregated by the type of license held by the person or entity who is the subject of the complaint or action and the month during which the complaint was received or enforcement action undertaken. Enforcement actions shall be further disaggregated by the subject matter of the action and geographic location. Complaint information shall be further disaggregated to the extent practicable by the subject matter of the complaint. In addition to inclusion in the commission's annual report, the disaggregated complaint and enforcement information shall be posted on the commission's website updated no less than monthly. Information shall be published in a manner that does not identify the individual parties involved in the actions reported upon in this section. The chairman of the city council committee on transportation may at any time direct the commission or the chairman of the commission to appear before the committee to give testimony pertaining thereto, and to furnish to the members of the council any reports deemed necessary.

b. The commission shall make a quarterly report to the city council on or before the second Monday of March, June, September and December in each year. Each such quarterly report shall contain information for the immediately preceding quarter regarding the average wait time by drivers to secure a vehicle inspection at assigned inspection facility as required under the rules of the commission. Such report shall also disclose any instance when the wait for an inspection exceeds four weeks. All information shall be disaggregated by vehicle type.

§ 2. This local law shall take effect sixty days after its enactment into law.
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