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INT. NO. 871:                       
By Council Members Yassky, Brewer, Comrie, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Palma, Mendez, Gerson, Felder, White Jr., Vallone Jr., Foster, Mark-Viverito, Garodnick, Weprin, McMahon, Seabrook, Gennaro, Nelson, Fidler, Gioia and deBlasio.
TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to bicycle access and storage in buildings.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds new article 504 to chapter 5 of title twenty-eight and new paragraph 4 to section 28-201.2.2.

INTRODUCTION


On December 8, 2008, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, the Committee on Consumer Affairs, chaired by Council Member Leroy Comrie, and the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan will hold a joint hearing on Int. No. 871.  Int. No. 871 would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York to require that certain commercial and residential buildings provide accessibility and storage for bicycles. Invitees include Director Rohit Aggarwala, Mayor’s Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability; Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”); Commissioner Robert Limandri, New York City Department of Buildings (“DOB”); Chair Amanda Burden, New York City Department of City Planning (“DCP”); transportation advocates and environmental advocates.
BACKGROUND
On Earth Day 2007, Mayor Michael Bloomberg announced PlaNYC 2030, a comprehensive sustainability plan for New York City.
 Transportation initiatives have major role in the plan, including the expansion of cycling.
 Cycling can be promoted and expanded through the completion of the City’s 1,800 mile bike master plan, as well as making the City more accommodating for bicyclists.
 As of April 2008, the City is on pace with the bike master plan, installing more than 60 new lane miles of bicycle paths.
 Additionally, DOT has also installed more than 800 new bicycle parking racks, providing necessary infrastructure to support cycling.
 DOT plans on installing a total of 1,200 new bicycle racks by 2009.

There are many benefits to cycling. Cycling produces zero emissions, is a low-cost means of commuting, saves space, and promotes a health lifestyle.
 New Yorkers have recognized these benefits, as cycling has increased by 75 percent from 2000 to 2006.
 Despite these encouraging gains, it is estimated that less than one percent of City residents commute to work by bicycle.
 In response to a DCP survey, the most common reason that individuals indicated that they chose not to commute by bicycle is the lack of safe storage and due to driver behavior/traffic.
 DCP released a zoning text amendment that would mandate secure, “parking for bicycles in new multi-family residential, commercial and institutional buildings throughout the city.”
 The amendment needs to go through the Uniform Land Use Review Process, and complements other City action to encourage cycling including DCP increasing bicycle parking in commercial and community parking lots and DOT partnering with the real estate industry regarding available space in office buildings.

Int. No. 871 would further promote the use of bicycles by ensuring both residential and commercial buildings provide necessary accessibility and storage space. 
ANALYSIS
Section one of Int. No. 871 would add new article 504 “Bicycle Access in Buildings” to Chapter 5 of Title 28 of the Administrative Code. New section 28-504.1, entitled “Bicycle access specifications in commercial buildings,” would require the owner, lessee, manager or other person who directly or indirectly is in control of any building whose main use or dominant occupancy is as an office or retail space, to make provisions for bicycle access to such building by any tenant, subtenant or person in the employ of such tenant or subtenant when any such tenant, subtenant or person seeks to enter such building with a bicycle, provided that such building can reasonably accommodate the storage of such bicycle. 

New section 28-504.2 would mandate that any commercial building whose main use or dominant occupancy is as an office and whose construction began after the effective date of this article, shall provide bicycle storage within such building for tenants, subtenants or persons in the employ of such tenants or subtenants at a rate of one bicycle space for every 5,000 square feet of the total square footage of such building.
New section 28-504.3 would provide that any commercial building whose main use or dominant occupancy is retail space and whose construction began after the effective date of this article, shall provide bicycle storage within such building for tenants, subtenants or persons in the employ of such tenants or subtenants at a rate of one bicycle space for every 7,500 square feet of the total square footage of such building.

New section 28-504.4 would require that residential buildings whose construction began after the effective date of this article shall provide bicycle storage space within such building at a rate of one bicycle space for every two residential units, provided that such building has at least ten residential units.

New section 28-504.5 would provide that no bicycle shall be stored in a manner that violates building or fire codes or any applicable law, rule or code. The section would further state that any bicycle that is parked in such a manner shall be immediately removed or made safe and secure. 
Bill section two of Int. No. 871 would amend section 28-201.2.2 of the administrative code of the City of New York, as added by local law 8 for the year 2008, by adding a new paragraph 4. New paragraph 4 of section 28-201.2.2 would include a violation of article five hundred four. 
Bill section three of Int. No. 871 would provide that this local law shall take effect ninety days after it is enacted, and provides that the Commissioner of Buildings is authorized to promulgate rules, in consultation with the Commissioner of Transportation to effectuate the provisions of this local law prior to such effective date.
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