Int. No. 1168
By Council Members Torres, Richards, Williams, Barron, Rose, Koslowitz, Salamanca, Cornegy, Gibson, Espinal, Levin, Reynoso, Rosenthal, Gentile, Chin, Rodriguez, Levine, Kallos, Lander and the Public Advocate (Ms. James)
..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to making it unlawful to mandate medical treatment and expanding who may institute a housing court claim
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 27-2004 of the administrative code of the city of New York, is amended to add a new paragraph 49 to read as follows:
49. The term “medical treatment” means any medical care, whether or not such care is provided by a licensed medical practitioner, including but not limited to any activity intended to further examination, diagnosis, counseling, physical or psychotherapy, preventive care, prescription or administration of medication, prescription or administration of prostheses, surgery, referral to a medical provider, any procedure to cure or abate any injury, illness, physical or mental condition or any treatment for substance abuse addiction.

§ 2. Article 1 of subchapter 2 of chapter 2 of title 27 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 27-2009.2 to read as follows:
§ 27–2009.2 An owner of a dwelling shall not condition occupancy of a dwelling unit or any term, benefit or right of occupancy upon the occupant’s seeking, receiving, or refraining from submitting to medical treatment. It shall be unlawful for an owner, by express terms or otherwise, to restrict the rights of a person lawfully entitled to the occupancy of a dwelling unit as provided in this section. This section shall not apply to the following programs and services: (i)  medically managed withdrawal and stabilization services as defined in section 816.4 of title 14 of the compilation of codes, rules and regulations of the state of New York; (ii) inpatient medically supervised withdrawal and stabilization services as defined in section 816.4 of title 14 of the compilation of codes, rules and regulations of the state of New York; (iii) licensed chemical dependence residential rehabilitation services for youth established by part 817 of title 14 of the compilation of codes, rules and regulations of the state of New York; (iv) licensed chemical dependence inpatient rehabilitation services established by part 818 of title 14 of the compilation of codes, rules and regulations of the state of New York; (v) intensive residential rehabilitation services established by section 819.8 of title 14 of the compilation of codes, rules and regulations of the state of New York; (vi) adult-care facilities as defined in section 485.2 of title 18 of the compilation of codes, rules and regulations of the state of New York; (vii) enriched housing programs as defined in section 488.2 of title 18 of the compilation of codes, rules and regulations of the state of New York; (ix) assisted living programs as defined in section 494.2 of title 18 of the compilation of codes, rules and regulations of the state of New York; (x) residential treatment facilities for children and youth established by part 584 of title 14 of the compilation of codes, rules and regulations of the state of New York; (xi) crisis residences as defined in section 589.4 of title 14 of the compilation of codes, rules and regulations of the state of New York; and (xii) hospitals, nursing homes, and residential health care facilities as defined in section 2801 of the public health law, provided however that such programs and services are currently licensed or certified by and in good standing with the appropriate government agency.
§ 3. Paragraph 1 of subdivision h of section 27-2115 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

(h)(1) Should the department fail to issue a notice of violation upon the request of a tenant or group of tenants or any person lawfully entitled to occupancy of a dwelling unit within thirty days of the date of such request, or if there is a notice of violation outstanding respecting the premises in which the tenant or group of tenants or any person lawfully entitled to occupancy of a dwelling unit resides, or, if there is a claim of harassment pursuant to subdivision d of section 27-2005 of this chapter, or if there is a claim of a violation of section 27-2009.2 of this chapter, the tenant or any group of tenants or any person lawfully entitled to occupancy of a dwelling unit, may individually or jointly apply to the housing part for an order directing the owner and the department to appear before the court. Such order shall be issued at the discretion of the court for good cause shown, and shall be served as the court may direct. If the court finds a condition constituting a violation exists, it shall direct the owner to correct the violation and, upon failure to do so within the time set for certifying the correction of such violation pursuant to subdivision (c) of this section, it shall impose a penalty in accordance with subdivision (a) of this section. Nothing in this section shall preclude any person from seeking relief pursuant to any other applicable provision of law.

§ 4. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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