Int. No. 359

By Council Members Constantinides, Cornegy, Koo, Rose, Wills, Cumbo, Rodriguez, Mendez, Rosenthal, Deutsch, Treyger, Williams, Palma, King, Johnson, Levin, Dromm, Gentile, Menchaca, Van Bramer, Barron, Chin, Espinal, Lancman, Richards, Vallone, Reynoso, Miller, Koslowitz, Torres, Cohen, Crowley, Levine, Salamanca and Lander
..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring a study of potential environmental justice communities in New York city and the publication of the results of such study on the city’s website.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 11 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 11
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
§ 24-1101 Definitions.

§ 24-1102 Study of potential environmental justice communities required.

§ 24-1101 Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
“Adverse environmental impact” means a negative impact on water quality, air quality, soil quality or noise levels, or levels of hazardous materials that are dangerous to human health and safety, resulting from industrial, municipal or commercial operations or the execution of a federal, state or local program or policy.

“Environmental justice” means the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all persons, regardless of race, color or income, with respect to the development, implementation and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and policies.

“Low-income community” means a census block group, or a contiguous area comprising multiple census block groups, in which 23.59 percent or more of the population has an annual household income that is at or below the poverty level set by the United States department of health and human services.

“Minority community” means a census block group, or a contiguous area comprising multiple census block groups, in which 51.1 percent or more of the population is non-white or Hispanic.
“Potential environmental justice community” means a minority or low-income community located within the city.

§ 24-1102 Study of potential environmental justice communities required. a. The department of environmental protection, in conjunction with the department of health and mental hygiene, shall conduct a study of potential environmental justice communities. Such study shall evaluate data available from the most recent United States census, the United States environmental protection agency, the New York department of environmental conservation and any other reliable data source in order to report the following:

1. The locations and boundaries of potential environmental justice communities.

2. Substantial sources of pollution located in each potential environmental justice community.
3. A description of the adverse environmental impacts affecting each potential environmental justice community, including the cumulative impacts of activity for which permits must be obtained.

4. Any significant negative health consequences that have been scientifically linked to such adverse environmental impacts.
5. The current utilization and the capacity for future utilization of renewable energy sources in each potential environmental justice community.

6. A list of persons who have received permits from the United States environmental protection agency or the New York department of environmental conservation for activities carried out in the city and who are not in compliance with such permits.
7. A description of barriers to meaningful participation in environmental decision-making faced by each potential environmental justice community.
8. Recommendations for legislation, policy, budget initiatives and other measures the city can take, either acting alone or in collaboration with other organizations or governmental agencies, to mitigate or eliminate the adverse environmental impacts identified in the study required by this section, to increase the use of renewable energy sources, to increase meaningful community participation in environmental decision-making, and to otherwise assist potential environmental justice communities.

b. The department shall submit its findings to the mayor and the council no later than one year after the effective date of the local law that added this chapter, and the departments of environmental protection and health and mental hygiene shall collaborate with the department of information technology and telecommunications to present the findings of this study on an interactive map on the city’s website.
§ 2. Section 1072 of the New York city charter is amended by amending subdivisions q and r and by adding a new subdivision s to read as follows:

q. to provide to the public at no charge on the city’s website an interactive map, updated as often as practicable and necessary but not less than once per week, displaying the following:

1. Permitted and approved street closures that do not allow for the passage of vehicular traffic on that street, including but not limited to closures for special events, crane operations and other construction work, film shoots and paving operations; and


2. Parking regulations. the information related to paragraph (1) of this subdivision shall be searchable and sortable by time, date and borough, except that street closures for crane operations, construction work and paving operations shall have the notation “subject to closure” during times where closure has been permitted and approved but where such closure may or may not occur on a particular day. All information required by this subdivision shall be available on the city’s website as soon as practicable but in no case less than one week prior to any such closure or change, except closures which were applied for or planned less than one week prior to any such closure or change, which shall be available on such interactive map within seventy-two hours of the permit and approval of such closure. Where a permitted and approved street closure is due to a special event, the sponsor of the event with appropriate contact information shall be provided as part of such interactive map. For the purposes of this subdivision, special event shall mean any street fair, block party or festival on a public street(s) where such activity may interfere with or obstruct the normal use by vehicular traffic of such street(s); [and]

r. to provide to the public, at no charge on the city’s website, an interactive crime map that, for each segment of a street bounded by one or more intersections and/or a terminus, shall visually display the aggregate monthly, yearly and year-to-date totals for the current and the most recent prior calendar years for each class of crime that is reported to the New York city police department, or for which an arrest was made, including crimes that occurred in parks and subway stations. Such map shall be searchable by address, zip code, and patrol precinct. All information required by this subdivision shall be available on the city’s website as soon as practicable but in no case more than one month after a crime complaint has been filed. The mayor shall ensure that all agencies provide the department with such assistance and information as the department requires to compile and update the interactive crime map[.] ; and

s. to provide to the public, at no charge on the city’s website, an interactive environmental justice map. Such map shall identify the sites of substantial adverse environmental impacts, as defined in section 24-1101 of the administrative code of the city of New York, and allow users to filter potential environmental justice communities based on the predominant adverse environmental impact or impacts faced by each such community. Such map shall be searchable by address, zip code, city council district, community board district and type of adverse environmental impact. The mayor shall ensure that all agencies provide the department with such assistance and information as the department requires to compile and update the interactive environmental justice map. 
§ 3. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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