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AN ACT authorizing the leasing of certain parkland and demapping of certain streets for development of a professional baseball stadium and associated facilities in and in the vicinity of Macombs Dam Park and John Mullaly Park in the borough of the Bronx in the city of New York, and to authorize the state to dispose of certain surplus lands to the city of New York to provide for new park facilities.
BACKGROUND:

This legislation would authorize the leasing of parkland and demapping of streets for the development of a professional baseball stadium and associated facilities.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:


Section 1 of the bill would state legislative findings.  Specifically, the section would declare that the development, financing, operation and maintenance of a new stadium for professional baseball and associated facilities, including parking facilities, in the borough of the Bronx, would provide for the benefit of the people of the city of New York.  The section would also declare that additional recreational uses and activities would benefit the general public interest and that the development of a stadium and attendant uses would be a public purpose.  Development of a stadium and attendant uses on parklands would be declared as park purposes.


Section 2(a) of the bill would authorize the city of New York to enter into certain legal agreements, for a term not to exceed ninety-nine years, with the New York Yankees Limited Partnership or its affiliates, for development of a professional baseball stadium and related purposes.  Section 2(b) would authorize the Mayor to enter into legal agreements with a local development corporation, the New York state urban development corporation or a subsidiary thereof for a term not to exceed ninety-nine years, for purposes of developing, constructing, operating and maintaining a stadium and related facilities.  Section 2(c) would describe the specific cartographic coordinates of the proposed stadium site.  Section 2(d) would describe the coordinates of the tracts of parkland authorized to be alienated in subdivision b of this section.


Section 3 of the legislation would condition the authorization on the city of New York dedicating the site of the existing Yankee Stadium to park use and acquiring additional parklands and/or dedicating land that is currently inaccessible by the public for park or recreational purposes, of equal or greater fair market value in the Bronx and/or perform capital improvements to park and recreational facilities in the Bronx which are equal to or greater than the fair market value of the parklands being alienated by this legislation.


Section 4(a) of the legislation would authorize the Mayor to amend the city map to remove therefrom any streets and airspace above streets pursuant to this section.  Section 4(b) would describe the specific coordinates of the land described in section 4(a).


Section 5(a) would authorize the state, acting through its office of general services, to sell, transfer and convey land to the city of New York as described in subdivision b of this section.  The Mayor would also be authorized to accept from the state, the state’s right, title and interest to such lands.  Conveyance of such land would be made for $1 at such time and upon such terms and conditions as the commissioner of general services may fix and determine.  Subdivision b would state the coordinates of the tracts of state land described in subdivision a.  Subdivision c would provide that any lands including improvements conveyed pursuant to this section would be used for recreational purposes and that upon termination of such use, title to the lands so transferred would revert to the state of New York.  Subdivision d would state that the parcels described in this section are subject to any and all existing covenants, easements and/or rights-of-way of record.


Section 6 would state that should the leased lands described in section two of this legislation ever cease to be used for the purposes described in section two of this legislation, the lease would terminate and those lands and improvements thereto would revert to the city of New York for park and recreational purposes.


Section 7 would state that the conveyance of parkland authorized by the provisions of this legislation would not occur until the city of New York has complied with any federal requirements pertaining to the alienation or conversion of parklands, including satisfying the secretary of the interior that the conversion complies with all conditions which the secretary of the interior deems necessary to assure that the substitution of other lands would be equivalent in fair market value and recreational usefulness to the lands being alienated or converted.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Division Fiscal Impact Statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation would take effect immediately.
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