
Int. No. 199
By Council Members Brewer, Comrie, Foster, James, Mark-Viverito, Palma, Recchia Jr., Sanders Jr., Seabrook, Vacca, Vann, Mendez, Gerson, Nelson, Koppell, Reyna, Lappin, Arroyo, Martinez, Gonzalez, Jackson, Monserrate and The Public Advocate (Ms. Gotbaum)

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to modifying department of transportation performance targets and indicators towards the goal of reducing traffic congestion citywide. 

..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Declaration of legislative findings and intent.  In the City of New York, the Department of Transportation currently measures surface transportation performance through an array of output measures that assess activity instead of outcome measures that assess impact and effectiveness.  Examples of “output” measures currently tracked by the Department include the number of traffic lights repaired and the number of potholes filled.   While such indicators do have implications about improvements in traffic flow and the safety of motorists and pedestrians, they have limitations in terms of monitoring and evaluating the types of broader transportation policy issues facing the City of New York.   This legislation tries to address this issue by requiring performance objectives (“targets) and performance measures (“indicators”) that can inform comprehensive policy solutions to problems such as traffic congestion and pollution. 

§2.  Subchapter three of chapter one of title nineteen of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new section 19-180 to read as follows:

§19-180 Performance targets and indicators.  a.  The department shall develop and monitor performance targets and respective indicators with the aim of assessing and reducing the amount of traffic citywide and within each borough.  

b.  Such performance targets and indicators shall be developed with the aim of reducing commute time citywide; reducing household exposure to roadway emissions, in consultation with the department of environmental protection and the department of health; reducing the proportion of driving to the central business districts and increasing the proportion of walking, biking, and the use of mass transit to the central business districts; increasing the availability of on-street parking; increasing the efficient movement of commercial traffic; and optimizing to no higher than full capacity the usage of existing transportation infrastructure.  

c. A database containing such performance targets and indicators shall be completed no later than ninety days following the effective date of this section.   

d. The performance targets and indicators shall be measured and reported citywide and by borough by the department in a written report to the council and the mayor on January 15 of each year with information covering the period of January through June, July through December, and the entire 12-month period of the prior calendar year.   The performance targets and indicators shall also be submitted by the department in a written report to the council and the mayor on July 15 of each year with information covering the period of January through June of the current calendar year.   The first written report shall be submitted within one hundred twenty days of the completion of the database and shall cover the first 90-day period.

e. Such reports shall be made available on the department’s official website within seven days of each such submission required pursuant to subdivision d of this section.    

 f. For the purposes of this section the following terms shall be defined as follows:

1. “Performance indictor” shall mean a measurement of a performance target through statistical data.  

2. “Performance target” shall mean a goal set to meet an objective expressed in terms of quantitative increase or decrease in comparison to a prior period of time. 

3.  “Full capacity” shall mean a quantity no greater than can be accommodated by a road, street, tunnel, bridge, highway, or other infrastructures according to standards set by the city or state of New York.

§2.  This local law shall take effect immediately upon its enactment into law.  
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