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INT. No. 938-A:


By:
Council Members O’Donovan, Pinkett, Clarke, Michels and Spigner

TITLE:




A local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring debates for certain candidates who participate in the campaign finance program.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:

Amends subdivisions 1, 4, 5 and 11 of section 3-709.5.

Background, Intent and Analysis

The current law requires that only City-wide candidates who participate in the Campaign Finance Program participate in two debates prior to each election.  In other words, only the Mayoral, Public Advocate, and Comptroller candidates are now required to debate.


The Council added the mandatory debate provision to the Campaign Finance Act by Local Law 90 of 1996.  Its purpose was to help contribute to a more informed electorate by enhancing popular understanding of political issues and the functions served by each city-wide office.


Int. No. 938 would extend the mandatory debate requirement to candidates for the office of Borough President.  Each Borough President serves a relatively large constituency and has functions unique from that of the other City-wide offices.  To extend the debate requirement to candidates for Borough President would therefore further the aim to have a more informed electorate.


All of the other provisions of the debate law remain the same.

Effective Date

The law would take effect immediately.

�








