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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Preston Niblack, Director

Jeffrey Rodus, First Deputy Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 1049-A


Committee:
Transportation 

	Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to Staten Island ferry service and to repeal subdivision c of section 19-305 of the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to Staten Island ferry service.


	Sponsors: Council Members Oddo, Ignizio, Rose, Chin, Recchia, Barron, Brewer, Cabrera, Comrie, Crowley, Dickens, Dromm, Eugene, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Koo, Koslowitz, Mendez, Nelson, Palma, Van Bramer, Williams, Greenfield, Foster, Fidler, Vallone, Gennaro, Koppell, Halloran, Ulrich, Arroyo, Dilan, Ferreras, Jackson, King, Lander, Reyna, Richards, Rivera, Vacca, Vann and Mark-Viverito



	Summary of Legislation: This legislation would repeal subdivision c of section 19-305 and amend subdivision a of section 19-305 of the administrative code of the city of New York to require that on Saturdays, except on legal holidays, ferry service both to and from Manhattan's Whitehall terminal and Staten Island’s St. George terminal shall be every thirty minutes except between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m., in which case service shall be every hour. Also, the bill would require that on Sundays, except on legal holidays, service both to and from Manhattan's Whitehall terminal and Staten Island’s St. George terminal shall be every thirty minutes except between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., in which case service shall be every hour. 

Additionally, the bill would require that on or before May 1, 2015, ferry service both to and from Manhattan’s Whitehall terminal and Staten Island’s St. George terminal shall be every thirty minutes at all times except when more frequent service is required by subdivision a of section 19-305. However, if the Department of Transportation (DOT) in consultation with the Office of the Mayor determines that it is not economically feasible to fully expand service pursuant to the requirements of this local law, the DOT in consultation with the Office of the Mayor shall provide a report to the Mayor, Speaker of the Council, and the Borough Presidents of Manhattan and Staten Island describing the reasons why fully expanding such service is not economically feasible, by April 1, 2015. The report shall include but not be limited to an analysis of ridership numbers, including a breakdown by time of trip, day and month of the year; a review of any recent or anticipated economic development or other economic or population changes that have affected or could affect ridership numbers; and plans for future expansion in service and a timeline for such expansion. Every two years after such report, no later than April 1, the DOT in consultation with the Office of the Mayor shall review such determination and provide a report to the Mayor, Speaker of the Council, and the Borough Presidents of Manhattan and Staten Island, including but not limited to the foregoing factors as well as a description of any expansion of service since the enactment of this local law. 


	Effective Date: This legislation would take effect immediately after its enactment into law, except that paragraphs (iii) and (iv) of subdivision a of section 19-305 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by section two of this local law, shall take effect one hundred eighty days after enactment of this local law, unless the DOT determines that staffing levels are not adequate to permit such increased weekend service and has informed the Council in writing of such inadequacy prior to such effective date, in which case this local law shall take effect upon certification by the DOT that such staffing levels are adequate to permit such increased service, but in no event more than eighteen months following enactment.
 

	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2016.



	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY14
FY Succeeding

Effective FY15
Full Fiscal

Impact FY16
Revenues 

$0

$0

$0

Expenditures 

$840,000
$5,040,000
$15,019,000
Net

$840,000
$5,040,000
$15,019,000


	Impact on Revenues:  It is estimated that there would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation. 

	Impact on Expenditures:  Because this legislation would not be fully implemented until at least Fiscal 2016, it is estimated that the impact on expenditures resulting from its enactment would be approximately $840,000 in Fiscal 2014 and $5,040,000 in Fiscal 2015 for costs associated with increased Saturday and Sunday ferry service. Beginning in Fiscal 2016, if the bill is fully implemented to provide ferry service every thirty minutes at all times both to and from Manhattan’s Whitehall terminal and Staten Island’s St. George terminal, it is anticipated that the annualized cost impact on expenditures would be approximately $15 million. However, the above estimates exclude costs for depreciation which are generally a non-cash expense and any potential increases in capital expenditures for dry docking.


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  Not applicable



	Source of Information:     City Council Finance Division

                                                   NYC Department of Transportation 

	Estimate Prepared By:        Chima Obichere, Unit Head

Estimate Reviewed By:      Nathan Toth, Deputy Director 
                                                 Tanisha Edwards, Finance Counsel


	History:     Introduced as Intro. 1049 by the Council on May 22, 2013 and referred to the Committee on Transportation. A hearing was held and the legislation was laid over on June 28, 2013 by the Committee. An amended version of the legislation, Proposed Intro. 1049-A, will be considered by the Committee on Transportation on October 7, 2013 and upon successful vote, the bill would be submitted to the full Council for a vote.                    
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