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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have special

          3  guests that are here today with us. If you'd like to

          4  introduce them, and then we can have the clerk read

          5  the proclamation.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Speaker. Van Nest Little League. Senior

          8  Division. Everybody is saying to me, these are

          9  little league kids? Jimmy had the whole conversation

         10  with them. Listen, people are making fun of me

         11  because they're saying little league, but, you know,

         12  any little league in my district is taller than me.

         13                 I'm going to call out the names of

         14  the gentlemen on the team. We have Agim Vusanjin,

         15  Arik Abrams, Joseph Maranino, Nicholas Maranino,

         16  Albert Siciliano, Andrew Tesi, Stephen Crivillaro,

         17  Michael Poli, Joseph DeFazio, Chris Mixon and Ronny

         18  Barca. Our manager is George Pisanti. Where did he

         19  go? There he is. And we have the coach, Joseph

         20  Pisanti. You're brothers, obviously. You're not

         21  father and so, so...

         22                 It's really a pleasure for me to have

         23  you guys down here today. I know the team represents

         24  the Bronx, first of all, very well. And they beat

         25  Staten Island, don't have a conversation, though,
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          2  about the game. Please, don't.

          3                 They have been crowned. I want to say

          4  it, it makes me feel good, New York City Section 3

          5  Champions. And they placed fourth in the State

          6  Championship.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

          8  read the proclamation.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         10  of New York, Proclamation.

         11                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         12  New York is pleased to honor the Van Nest Little

         13  League for its achievement in winning the 2003 New

         14  York City Championship for 15 and 16 year olds; and

         15                 Whereas: The 2003 All Start Team, led

         16  by coaches Jerry Weihe, Jerry Weihe, Jr., Joseph

         17  Pisanti and manager George Pisanti, triumphed in

         18  capturing the District 22 Championship; and

         19                 Whereas: With skill, a competitive

         20  spirit and the fierce determination to proudly

         21  represent their League and community, the 2003 All

         22  Star Team made Van Nest Little League history in

         23  winning the New York City Championship; and

         24                 Whereas: The team advanced to the

         25  State Championship games in Comack, Long Island
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          2  where they continued their record of success,

          3  placing fourth in New York State; and

          4                 Whereas: This team, whose roster

          5  includes Agim Vusanjin, Arik Abrams, Joseph

          6  Maranino, Nicholas Maranino, Albert Siciliano,

          7  Andrew Tesi, Richie Shanahan, Stephen Crivillaro,

          8  Michael Poli, Joseph DeFazio, Chris Mixon and Ronny

          9  Barca, demonstrated the highest standards of

         10  sportsmanship and dedication; and

         11                 Whereas: The Van Nest Little League

         12  has contributed significantly to the development of

         13  athleticism and character for the youth of the

         14  Morris Park community for many years and is

         15  deserving of the community's respect and gratitude;

         16  now, therefore

         17                 Be It Known: The Council of the City

         18  of New York salutes The Van Nest Little League on

         19  the occasion of the 2003 Championship Season for its

         20  All Star Team, and congratulates the players,

         21  coaches, managers, friends and family of the Van

         22  Nest Little League.

         23                 Signed this 29th day of October,

         24  2003, Gifford Miller, Speaker for the Entire

         25  Council; Madeline Provenzano, Councilwoman, 13th
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          2  District, Bronx.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: We're going to ask

          4  the manager George Pisanti to say a few words on

          5  behalf of the whole team, and we're very proud of

          6  what you accomplished.

          7                 MR. PISANTI: I just want to thank

          8  everybody for having us here today. We had a great

          9  time this season. We've been to Yankee Stadium,

         10  we've been to City Hall, we had a dinner a couple of

         11  weeks ago, so it's been a great ride, and it's sad

         12  because a lot of these kids are leaving us but, you

         13  know, hopefully we can get another team out here and

         14  represent the Bronx again and represent New York

         15  City.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Is Caroline here?

         18  Caroline Hirsch. Caroline, bring up all your

         19  colleagues.

         20                 We are so honored to have one of the

         21  great New Yorkers, somebody who has given a lot back

         22  to this City in so many ways, first of all giving us

         23  all a little bit of joy and laughter in our lives,

         24  but also supporting great causes and being what all

         25  New Yorkers are, somebody who cares deeply about the
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          2  community and about this City. So we're honored to

          3  have you here and we'd like the clerk to read the

          4  proclamation.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          6  of New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

          8  New York is pleased and proud to honor Caroline

          9  Hirsch for her outstanding contributions to our

         10  City; and

         11                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

         12  great privilege of the New York City Council to

         13  honor those individuals that have enriched us with

         14  their selfless and tireless contributions, and today

         15  we are proud to honor Caroline Hirsch for her

         16  stellar contributions to hear community and to the

         17  City of New York; and

         18                 Whereas: Laughter is often viewed as

         19  the best form of release for tension and stress.

         20  From her humble beginnings in a small Manhattan

         21  cabaret located in Chelsea to holding center stage

         22  in the heart of Times Square, Caroline Hirsch with

         23  her innovation and vision has done a phenomenal job

         24  at making people laugh in this City and worldwide; a

         25  large part of her success in bringing laughter to us
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          2  is her unique ability of discovering comedy's

          3  brightest future stars, such as Jerry Seinfeld,

          4  Chris Rock, Jay Leno, David Alan Grier, Gary

          5  Shandling, and Sandra Bernhard; and

          6                 Whereas: Not only is she the reigning

          7  diva of the New York comedy scene, Caroline Hirsch

          8  selflessly devotes herself to charitable

          9  organizations such as The Breast Cancer Fund and the

         10  Ovarian Cancer Research Fund; she sponsors and hosts

         11  the annual "Stand-Up for Madeline" benefit, which

         12  honors the late Madeline Kahn, and has helped raised

         13  awareness and funds for ovarian cancer research;

         14  Caroline Hirsch's contributions do not end there;

         15  for nearly fifteen years, she has hosted an annual

         16  fundraising event for the Ms. Foundation and

         17  produced a television special, "The Ms. Foundation's

         18  Women of Comedy," for the Lifetime Network

         19  celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the Ms.

         20  Foundation; during her tenure on the Ms. Foundation

         21  Board, Caroline was instrumental in implementing the

         22  "Take Our Daughters To Work" community program, the

         23  list of Caroline's contributions to society are

         24  endless; and

         25                 Whereas: Today, we honor Caroline
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          2  Hirsch, a woman who exemplifies all that is best in

          3  people: abundant generosity; the development of

          4  one's talents to better serve others; a commitment

          5  to the ideals, issues and concerns that most

          6  forcefully strengthen community bonds; in a City

          7  that derives so much of its strength from many

          8  cultures and races, we are enriched by the

          9  contributions of Caroline Hirsch, a true friend of

         10  the City; now, therefore

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York honors CAROLINE HIRSCH for making

         13  us laugh and for the extraordinary work and

         14  contributions she has performed for the community

         15  and the City of New York.

         16                 Signed this 19th day of November in

         17  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         18  Speaker for the Entire Council.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Caroline, thank you

         20  for all you've done for our City and we'd love it if

         21  you would say a few words.

         22                 MS. HIRSCH: I want to thank you very

         23  much for this honor today, and it's been a pleasure

         24  serving up laughs in the City for the last 20 years,

         25  and I hope we can do it for another 20.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: You got it. Thank

          3  you.

          4                 Council Member Oddo.

          5                 I know you have some special guests,

          6  do you want to bring them up?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I thought you

          8  were going to commend me on not bringing up the

          9  metal bat issue with one of the earlier guests.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: No, I wasn't. I was

         11  going to condemn you for not bringing it up.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Councilman

         13  McMahon from Staten Island and I and the Speaker and

         14  all of the colleagues have asked George Smith from

         15  the Epilepsy Foundation to be here, and we have a

         16  proclamation honoring the Epilepsy Foundation. But

         17  there's some young ladies here from Notre Dame

         18  Academy, which is located in Council Member

         19  McMahon's district, that's real small over in Staten

         20  Island, and I want to tell the story about Daniel

         21  Reddon.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Maybe at this point

         23  we could read the proclamation.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         25  of New York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is aware of the ongoing health problems

          4  associated with childhood epilepsy, and that

          5  epileptic seizures are the most common neurological

          6  disorder of childhood; and

          7                 Whereas: Out of the 40,000 New York

          8  City children under age twenty-one who have

          9  epilepsy, each year 6,000 children in our City and

         10  120,000 children nationwide require medical

         11  attention due to a first or newly recognized

         12  seizure; and

         13                 Whereas: Lack of awareness and

         14  understanding of the hidden signs of seizures are

         15  significant barriers to the early diagnosis and

         16  treatment of epilepsy in children; and

         17                 Whereas: Underdiagnosed epilepsy in

         18  children can cause learning disabilities, behavior

         19  change and safety risks; and

         20                 Whereas: Early diagnosis offer the

         21  child with epilepsy the best chance for successful

         22  treatment and a future free of seizures; now,

         23  therefore

         24                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         25  City of New York hereby proclaims November 2003 as
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          2  EPILEPSY AWARENESS MONTH in support of The Epilepsy

          3  Foundation of New York City and its "KIDS AND

          4  SEIZURES: KNOW THE HIDDEN SIGNS" campaign, which

          5  informs families, teachers, school nurses, daycare

          6  personnel and other childcare providers about the

          7  common yet little known symptoms of epilepsy.

          8                 Signed this 19th day of November in

          9  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         10  Speaker for the Entire Council; James S. Oddo,

         11  Minority Leader, Council Member, 50th District,

         12  Staten Island.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Clerk. I just want to briefly tell the story about

         15  these wonderful young ladies. Daniel Reddon really

         16  started this. Her sister suffers from epilepsy and

         17  what the girls did, what these young ladies did is

         18  start a dress-down where the students at Notre Dame

         19  Academy would dress down and collect money and

         20  donate. And thanks to the hard work of Daniel, Tara

         21  Collins, Amanda Demoro, Alison Reed, Deborah Wittig,

         22  they raised $3,000, Mr. Speaker, which is a

         23  wonderful showing for these young ladies. And we're

         24  proud of them and we ask Daniel if she wants to say

         25  something.
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          2                 MS. REDDON: Everyone remembers what

          3  they were doing on the scariest day of their life.

          4  Mine was August 28th, 2003, the day of my older

          5  sister's brain surgery. Jennifer, my 32-year-old

          6  sister, who is here with me today, has been cursed

          7  with the disease called "epilepsy" since she was a

          8  young girl. Every day she took massive amounts of

          9  pills, all of which had side effects, without fail.

         10  But my sister had grown tired of the routine that

         11  created more problems. She searched for another

         12  answer to cut down the massive seizures that she had

         13  almost every day. Her doctor suggested epilepsy

         14  surgery, a procedure that requires much preparation,

         15  a chance of errors, and no guarantee it would be 100

         16  percent effective.

         17                 During this operation two pieces of

         18  her left frontal lobe of her brain would have to be

         19  removed.

         20                 I took off from work on Thursday,

         21  August 28th, to babysit for my niece and nephew,

         22  while my father, mother, sister and brother-in-law

         23  went to the hospital for the surgery.

         24                 It was in the afternoon, when I had

         25  put my niece down for a nap and my nephew was
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          2  watching cartoons when the telephone rang. It was

          3  the epilepsy center at the NYU Medical Hospital. My

          4  heart was in my mouth when I heard the lady say that

          5  she couldn't find my parents or Jenny's husband to

          6  contact and that she needed to speak to a member of

          7  her family.

          8                 I quickly, but worriedly, informed

          9  her that I was her sister. I glanced at my niece

         10  sleeping and my nephew watching the television

         11  screen and I felt pure terror in my body. I was

         12  petrified that this was the phone call that there

         13  was a fatal mistake. Then the sentence the faceless

         14  woman said next has stuck in my mind as if I heard

         15  it two seconds ago, "Jennifer has left the operating

         16  table and is doing just fine, although she'll be in

         17  recovery for awhile."

         18                 I let out a huge sigh of relief and

         19  told her that I would notify the rest of my family.

         20  Jenny came home about two weeks later. So, as part

         21  of Student Council we would like to present from

         22  Notre Dame Academy a $3,000 check to the Epilepsy

         23  Foundation of New York City.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all for

         25  being here. We're incredibly proud of the work that
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          2  you've done as New Yorkers and congratulate you for

          3  your extraordinary efforts. Thank you for being

          4  here.

          5                 Is Councilwoman Yvette Clarke here?

          6                 Councilwoman Clarke, I know you have

          7  some special guests that you'd like to bring up.

          8  I'll give you the microphone so that you can do

          9  that.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

         11  much, Mr. Speaker. It's my honor, my privilege to

         12  present the New York City Council today two fabulous

         13  young people. These two young people reside in my

         14  district, and they are champion Olympic fencers, a

         15  sport that does not traditionally have many people

         16  of color, these young people have distinguished

         17  themselves above and beyond.

         18                 I'd like to call my mom, the former

         19  Council member, the honorable Una Clarke, to join

         20  us. I'd like to thank Mr. Arthur Picolo, who brought

         21  these two young people to our attention. And just to

         22  say that we are so proud of you and your

         23  accomplishments. We know you're going for the gold.

         24  We're going to ask the clerk to read the

         25  proclamations.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Proclamation, City

          3  of New York.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is pleased and proud to honor Erinn Smart

          6  for her outstanding achievement in the field of

          7  competitive fencing; and

          8                 Whereas: Erinn Smart is a young woman

          9  of exceptional talent and ambition who has

         10  distinguished herself as a world-class fencer; and

         11                 Whereas: Born and raised in the great

         12  borough of Brooklyn, Erinn Smart had her first

         13  exposure to the art of fencing in the early 1990's

         14  when she joined the Peter Westbrook Foundation, a

         15  non-profit organization dedicated to enriching the

         16  lives of New York City's youth through the sport of

         17  Fencing; and

         18                 Whereas: Since then, Ms. Smart has

         19  compiled an impressive record of achievement, and is

         20  considered, by all accounts, one of the preeminent

         21  female athletes in the sport; and

         22                 Whereas: In addition to being named

         23  an alternate in women's foil at the Olympic Games in

         24  Sydney, Australia, Erinn was a member of the USA

         25  Junior and Cadet World Team in 1997 and took 5th
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          2  place at the Junior World Cadet Championships that

          3  same year; and

          4                 Whereas: On the local level, Erinn

          5  was the first female to rise up within the ranks of

          6  the Peter Westbrook Foundation. She is an

          7  inspirational role model to countless young people;

          8  she has truly enriched us with her contributions and

          9  is deserving of our highest praise and admiration;

         10  now, therefore

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York honors ERINN SMART for her

         13  commitment to personal and professional excellence.

         14                 Signed this 19th day of November in

         15  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         16  Speaker for the Entire Council; Yvette D. Clarke,

         17  Council Member, 40th District, Brooklyn.

         18                 The Council of the City of New York

         19  is pleased and proud to honor Keeth Smart for his

         20  outstanding achievement in the field of competitive

         21  fencing; and

         22                 Whereas: Keeth Smart is a young man

         23  of exceptional talent and ambition who has

         24  distinguished himself as a world-class fencer; and

         25                 Whereas: Born and raised in the great
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          2  Borough of Brooklyn, Keeth Smart had his first

          3  exposure to the art of fencing in the early 1990's

          4  when he joined the Peter Westbrook Foundation, a

          5  non-profit organization dedicated to enriching the

          6  lives of New York City's youth through the sport of

          7  Fencing; and

          8                 Whereas: Since then, Mr. Smart has

          9  compiled an impressive record of achievement, and is

         10  considered, by all accounts, one of the preeminent

         11  athletes in the sport; and

         12                 Whereas: A 2000 national champion in

         13  fencing, Mr. Smart is one of only two Americans who

         14  competed in the individual men's sabre event at the

         15  Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia; and

         16                 Whereas: Ranked number two at the

         17  1998 and 1999 U.S. National Tournament, Mr. Smart is

         18  also a two-time NCAA champion for his alma mater,

         19  St. John's University; and

         20                 Whereas: Keeth Smart is an

         21  inspirational role model to countless young people;

         22  he has truly enriched us with his contributions and

         23  is deserving of our highest praise and admiration;

         24  now, therefore

         25                 Be It Known: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York honors KEETH SMART for his

          3  commitment to personal and professional excellence.

          4                 Signed this 19th day of November in

          5  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

          6  Speaker for the Entire Council; Yvette D. Clarke,

          7  Council Member, 40th District, Brooklyn.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we're both

          9  honored to have you here with us and salute your

         10  achievements on behalf of New Yorkers and Americans,

         11  and we would love for you to say a few words.

         12                 MR. SMART: Thank you very much,

         13  Speaker Gifford Miller, Yvette Clarke, and

         14  especially Una Clarke. It's a great testament to our

         15  heritage, being Jamaican-Americans, and being able

         16  to represent the community, as well as Brooklyn

         17  residents, as well as we would like to thank the

         18  Peter Westbrook Foundation, and my employer Verizon

         19  for allowing us to have the time and the ability to

         20  travel and compete against the world's professional

         21  athletes in the sport of fencing.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Mr. Speaker,

         24  these are two young people, we're going to have

         25  Erinn speak in a moment -- I'd like to ask I think
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          2  Mr. Thomas Smart, is he here with you? Mr. Thomas

          3  Smart, the father of these talented young folks, as

          4  well as I believe some representatives from Verizon

          5  are here, Mr. Michael Zingare and Mr. Daniel Diaz

          6  Pottier of Verizon, please join us here, and we will

          7  hear from Erinn.

          8                 MS. SMART: Thank you. Keeth and I are

          9  honored today for being acknowledged for our

         10  accomplishments in fencing by Yvette Clarke and Una

         11  Clarke and the City of New York. We are proud of our

         12  accomplishments, as well as our family is proud of

         13  it, and we hope to go for the gold in 2004.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Go for the

         15  gold. And these are two folks you do not want to

         16  mess with, they know how to cut you up.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's why the

         18  Clarke's are here as well.

         19                 My colleagues on Monday night, right?

         20  Monday night, I was very privileged, as well as my

         21  colleagues, and I would like to ask Lew Fidler and

         22  Domenic Recchia and Mike Nelson, if he's here? Mike?

         23  Yes, there he is. The four of us were very

         24  privileged to attend an extremely moving and

         25  important event, a "Shall There Be Peace Concert,"
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          2  and we have a number of people who helped organize

          3  that concert and helped bring attention to the

          4  scourge of terrorism and promote peace throughout

          5  the world, and particularly between the Russian

          6  country and its people, the Israeli country and its

          7  people and the United States and New York in

          8  particular.

          9                 So, I'd like to ask Michael Gluz, who

         10  is General Director of the Solomon Mikhoels

         11  International Cultural Center to come up; Irina

         12  Goryunova, Artistic Director; Andrey Khazin,

         13  Chairman of the Public Council of the Center;

         14  Nikolai Tsvetkov, who is President of Nikolai

         15  Financial Corporation, which was the general sponsor

         16  of the evening; Raisa Chernina, the President of the

         17  Be Proud Foundation, and co-organizer of the

         18  project, and Mark Krol, the President of the New

         19  World of Jewish Culture, also co-organizer of the

         20  project in the USA.

         21                 Thank you all for being here. We are

         22  so incredibly grateful for your contributions to

         23  world peace and to tolerance and to understanding

         24  the fighting terrorism. So, we're very grateful that

         25  you're here. It was a beautiful evening, and we'd
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          2  like to ask the Clerk to read the proclamation.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

          4  New York, Proclamation.

          5                 The Council of the City of New York

          6  is pleased and proud to honor the Mikhoels

          7  International Cultural Center for its outstanding

          8  contributions to world culture; and

          9                 Whereas: Created in Moscow in 1989,

         10  The Solomon Mikhoels International Cultural Center

         11  was the first organization in the former USSR

         12  devoted to the preservation, maintenance and

         13  protection of national Arts and Jewish cultural

         14  traditions; and

         15                 Whereas: Since then, The Solomon

         16  Mikhoels International Cultural Center has worked

         17  tirelessly to ensure that the slow, painful

         18  chronicle of abuse committed by the Soviet

         19  Government against artists is made public, thereby

         20  ensuring that this will never happen again; and

         21                 Whereas: The Solomon Mikhoels

         22  International Cultural Center has deployed art in

         23  the war against terrorism. It's recent theatrical

         24  gala, "Shall There Be Peace!" Organized jointly by

         25  The Solomon Mikhoels International Cultural Center
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          2  and Be Proud Foundation, was a multi-national,

          3  deeply creative response to the destruction brought

          4  upon by terrorism, and commemorates the loss to life

          5  that barbarous acts of terrorism engender; and

          6                 Whereas: The Solomon Mikhoels

          7  International Cultural Center values the

          8  transcendent power of art to mediate the pain and

          9  suffering of humankind, and bridge the ideological

         10  and geographic distances between cultures. It gives

         11  pride of place to creative self-expression and, as

         12  "Shall There Be Peace" has so powerfully

         13  demonstrated, has used art in the service of healing

         14  and spiritual renewal; therefore

         15                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         16  City of New York honors Michael Gluz; Irina

         17  Goryunova; Audrey Khazin; Tsvetkov Nikolai; Raisa

         18  Chernina for their outstanding contributions to

         19  culture.

         20                 Signed this 19th day of November in

         21  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         22  Speaker for the Entire Council.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all so much

         24  for your contribution.

         25                 Let's start with you, Michael, if you

                                                            25

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  would say a few words.

          3                 MR. GLUZ: Maybe Irina will say a few

          4  words, then Mr. Tsvetkov.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay. Irina.

          6                 MS. GORYUNOVA: Yes. Honorable Mr.

          7  Miller, first of all, our congratulations and happy

          8  birthday to you.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         10                 MS. GORYUNOVA: And a special present

         11  from Moscow, Russian Vodka.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Russian Vodka.

         13                 MS. GORYUNOVA: And members of New

         14  York City Council, on behalf of more than 500 actors

         15  and positions and participants of our international

         16  cultural project "Shall There Be Peace," let me

         17  thank you for your support of our work, which is so

         18  important for us. Culture has always united people,

         19  especially now-a-days when all has felt the pain

         20  caused by terrorism, and I hope for our future

         21  culturation every success, Shall There Be Peace.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         23                 Mr. Tsvetkov.

         24                 MR. TSVETKOV: (Through an

         25  interpreter). Upon your permission I will speak in
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          2  Russian.

          3                 This award and your attention and

          4  your recognition are very important today, this is

          5  an acknowledgment of our efforts in fighting

          6  terrorism.

          7                 And I'm thankful to Mr. Miller and

          8  his team who visited the concert and highly

          9  supported our work, our mutual work.

         10                 And now I'll be brief and I will say

         11  that the Russian business will seriously and

         12  continually support fighting terrorism.

         13                 PARTICIPANT: (Not identified for the

         14  record.) Let me say a few words. Honorable Speaker

         15  Miller, members of City Council of New York, ladies

         16  and gentlemen, it is a great honor for me to be here

         17  with you today. I am not only flattered by real

         18  encouraged to deserve such high words. As you know,

         19  two days ago we had presented "Shall There Be Peace"

         20  at the stage of legendary Carnegie Hall. It was a

         21  long way to New York from Moscow, St. Peters and

         22  Televiv. Our project is a unique joint venture

         23  between the Russia, United States and Israel, and

         24  gives us hope for the future, the future that must

         25  and shall be peace.
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          2                 As we come together through the power

          3  of the arts, we pose to remember those who have lost

          4  their lives due to terrorism and to honor their

          5  memories with expression of peace and freedom.

          6                 Now let me thank everyone who made

          7  this project possible. First of all, I want to thank

          8  the President of Russia, Vladimir Putin, who is so

          9  much devoted for fighting terrorism, for his

         10  personal blessing for the project. I must appreciate

         11  the President of United States, George W. Bush, who

         12  I recently met, for his very warm words of support

         13  of our activity.

         14                 After having tremendous success in

         15  Israel, we have had meeting with Israeli President

         16  Moshe Katsav, and I want to thank him for his high

         17  valuation of our efforts. And of course, I want to

         18  thank City Council of New York, all members of

         19  Council, and personally honorable Speaker Miller,

         20  for your sponsorship of our project.

         21                 I want to express my deepest

         22  appreciation to our general sponsor, Nikolai

         23  Financial Preparation. Without generous sponsorship

         24  of Nikolai and personally its President, Mr. Nikolai

         25  Tsvetkov, who is one of the most devoted and
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          2  successful Russian businessman, this project

          3  wouldn't be realized.

          4                 I want to thank our American

          5  partners, Be Proud Foundation, and its President

          6  Raisa Chernina, New World of Jewish Culture and its

          7  President Mark Krol, co-chair, Executive Vice

          8  President Alex Bucrasni, 9/11 Family Give-Back Fund

          9  for their enormous efforts.

         10                 We are coming back to Russia with

         11  love and hope that we stand together in our common

         12  fight against this heartless and cruel evil and

         13  enemy, which terrorism is.

         14                 Thank you, again, for your noble

         15  activity and enormous efforts to bring peace to all

         16  corners of the world. God bless you all.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all so much

         18  for being here.

         19                 PARTICIPANT: This is a very special

         20  statue (sic) made by very famous Russian painter

         21  Mark Scruple, and we would like to invite you, Mr.

         22  Speaker, to visit Russia in March, the 15 of March

         23  when we have our 15th anniversary of our

         24  International Cultural Center and our birthday.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you
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          2  all so much. Thank you very much.

          3                 Oh, my goodness, more gifts. Thank

          4  you all very much.

          5                 PARTICIPANT: (Through an

          6  interpreter.) This is a collection of special metals

          7  called jointly the spiritual rebirth of Russia. And

          8  I'm personally very thankful to Mr. Miller for his

          9  high attention to our event. And happy birthday.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you.

         11                 Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Espada.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         18  present.

         19                 Please rise for the invocation.

         20                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

         21  City Council, Thanksgiving is not the only occasion

         22  of the year that we should take time out to reflect

         23  on the good things we have in life, just as Mother's

         24  Day is not the only day of the year that we remember

         25  our mothers.
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          2                 Each and every day is our opportunity

          3  to express gratitude for what we have and enjoy.

          4  However, sometimes we get forgetful or distracted

          5  and need a little wake-up call, so Thanksgiving

          6  comes to remind us that after all, we still have

          7  quite a bit for which to be thankful.

          8                 Admittedly, it's easy to focus on the

          9  many problems we're constantly facing in this

         10  country, yet all we need do is point to the fact

         11  that there are still people to this very day risking

         12  their lives to enter this great country or even this

         13  great City, and that should put everything into

         14  perspective, and let us say amen.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Rabbi Glass.

         17                 Remain standing, please.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I'd

         19  like to take a moment at this time to take a moment

         20  of silence in recognition that this is the first

         21  time that we've come together as a body since the

         22  second anniversary of the tragedy of Flight 587. So

         23  if we could have a moment of silence as our thoughts

         24  go out to the families and loved ones who were lost

         25  in that terrible tragedy.
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          2                 (Moment of silence observed.)

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, I move to spread the invocation in full

          8  upon the record.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public

         12  Advocate, I make a motion that the Minutes from the

         13  Stated Meetings of October 15th and October 24th,

         14  2003, be adopted and printed.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         19  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 772.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         22  printed and filed.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 773.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         25  printed and filed.

                                                            36

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 I just want to note we're going to

          3  welcome one of our colleagues. Before we welcome our

          4  colleague right now I just want to note that Mayor

          5  Jorges Kavoli (phonetic), who is Mayor of the

          6  Municipality of Cabrera from the Dominican Republic

          7  is here today.

          8                 Thank you, Mr. Mayor, for being with

          9  us on an historic occasion.

         10                 And now if I could ask the Deputy

         11  Majority Leader, the Majority Leader, and the

         12  Minority Leader to join me, we're going to walk our

         13  new colleague Tish James onto the floor. Thank you.

         14                 Tish, we are extraordinarily proud of

         15  you and what you've accomplished and look forward to

         16  working with you, and we know that you're going to

         17  make an extraordinary public servant, and already

         18  have been a great public servant for the City and

         19  the State and now in the Council for all New

         20  Yorkers. So at this point we'll ask the clerk to

         21  assist you in swearing you into office.

         22                 MS. JAMES: Is my brother's aunt and

         23  sister here? Family, are you here?

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Where's the family.

         25  Come on down, as they say. Assemblyman Roger Green
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          2  should come forward.

          3                 MS. JAMES: Senator Montgomery.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Senator Montgomery,

          5  is she here?

          6                 Bill Lipton, come on up.

          7  Congratulations. Okay, come around, family and

          8  friends.

          9                 Now, here we go. The clerk.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Raise your right

         11  hand, and repeat after me.

         12                 I, Letitia James.

         13                 MS. JAMES: I Letitia James...

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Do solemnly

         15  swear...

         16                 MS. JAMES: Do solemnly swear...

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: That I will

         18  support the constitution of the United States of

         19  America...

         20                 MS. JAMES: That I will support the

         21  constitution of the United States of America...

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And the

         23  constitution of the State of New York...

         24                 MS. JAMES: And the constitution of

         25  the State of New York...
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And the Charter of

          3  the City of New York...

          4                 MS. JAMES: And the Charter of the

          5  City of New York...

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And that I will

          7  faithfully discharge the duties of the office of...

          8                 MS. JAMES: And that I will faithfully

          9  discharge the duties of the office of...

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council Member,

         11  35th District..

         12                 MS. JAMES: Council Member 35th

         13  District...

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: In the Borough of

         15  Brooklyn...

         16                 MS. JAMES: In the Borough of

         17  Brooklyn...

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Of the City of New

         19  York...

         20                 MS. JAMES: Of the City of New York...

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: According to the

         22  best of my ability...

         23                 MS. JAMES: According to the best of

         24  my ability...

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: So help me God.
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          2                 MS. JAMES: So help me Jesus Christ,

          3  Almighty God.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Tish,

          5  congratulations.

          6                 How about a maiden speech from the

          7  floor?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

          9  Thank you very much.

         10                 We have come this far by faith.

         11                 Mr. Caldwell, please come up.

         12                 It has been a mighty long journey,

         13  but we did it through faith, family and friends. My

         14  rock, my foundation, my trinity. We have suffered

         15  the agony and the anguish of defeat that has taught

         16  us humility and grace. There is a time and place for

         17  all seasons, and we all witnessed the loss of a

         18  warrior, the late Councilman James Davis, whose

         19  shoes I cannot fill, but whose legacy and vision and

         20  spirit I will keep alive.

         21                 And, so, now we've come to this place

         22  and to this day, where I recognize this victory was

         23  born out of tragedy. And, so, it is difficult for me

         24  to celebrate, but what is essential is that we bring

         25  about unity. Unity is the greatest need of this
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          2  hour.

          3                 And so my colleagues, my friends, my

          4  family, we must be united - united in a movement to

          5  transform the discord of the past into a powerful

          6  coalition of progress, creating public policy that

          7  prioritizes the need for affordable housing in the

          8  district, quality health care in the district, an

          9  educational system that extends knowledge and

         10  increases power and enriches literature and elevates

         11  thought in the district and the City and beyond, and

         12  we can build this coalition together, Al Vann,

         13  working together to improve the condition of

         14  mankind, creating employment in places such as

         15  Ingersoll, Whitman, Faragut, Atlantic Terminal,

         16  Ebbits Field, creating opportunities for all and a

         17  sense of security to working families and to a

         18  society where want is abolished. A coalition that

         19  respects the dignity and humanity of all God's

         20  children, black and white, Phil Reed, man and women,

         21  young and old, rich and poor, gay and straight, that

         22  coalition.

         23                 So, I thank you all for coming, my

         24  family, my brother, my sister, my aunt, who is

         25  representing my mother who is home sick, a woman who
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          2  represents four strong African-American women.

          3                 You ask me where I get my tenacity,

          4  it's from my aunts. But the victory is not won,

          5  we've got a lot of work to do, and it starts today.

          6  And, so, today I will be too calm for worry, too

          7  noble for anger, and too strong for defeat. Today I

          8  will believe anything is possible. I will walk

          9  through fear without hesitation. Today I will stand

         10  for justice, for righteousness, for peace and

         11  prosperity. Today, you and I, me and my colleagues,

         12  will make a difference.

         13                 Thank you all for coming, and let's

         14  get to work.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         16  and Communications.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         19  Call-Ups.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 774, 775, 776

         21  and 777.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: All coupled on the

         23  call-up vote.

         24                 At this point I'd like to ask the

         25  Clerk to call the roll on all items coupled on the
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          2  Land Use Call-Up vote.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye. Aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all. No
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          2  one clapped for me.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Ditto to

         25  Council Member James. Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         15  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 44 in the

         16  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         17                 Communication from the Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: I hope everybody is

         19  well. And by the way, it's Al Vann's birthday today.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Happy

         21  birthday Al Vann.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Happy birthday, Al.

         23                 Okay, I'm informed that Yvette's

         24  birthday is Friday. A little bird told me named

         25  Yvette. And Mike Nelson's is Sunday, November being
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          2  a big month for birthdays. And that's it.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          4  of General Orders.

          5                 Council Member Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 Today I rise to speak in favor of the

          9  Land Use and the Finance Department's consideration

         10  of the Arverne By The Sea Project.

         11                 After 30 years of the land laying

         12  fallow, there is a project that will dramatically

         13  change the Rockaways.

         14                 This project is long overdue. I

         15  believe that when you speak of 2,400 units of

         16  housing, starting at $400,000, you are radically

         17  changing a community. Yet, I must admit that I have

         18  a certain amount of concern where the affordability

         19  is an issue in my district.

         20                 However, I have been made aware, and

         21  I've been working very much with the developers to

         22  ensure that the people of my district, whose average

         23  income in that area is $31,000 a year, will receive

         24  a portion, will be in the running for some of these

         25  homes.
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          2                 So, with that in mind, my friends, I

          3  think that I encourage everybody, and I'm glad that

          4  we have supported this, I continue to support it, in

          5  fact, I encourage all of you, after you serve your

          6  time in the City Council, of course, to come and

          7  move into the new district in the Rockaways.

          8                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          9  Advocate.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         11  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         14  Standing Committees.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CHERRY: Reports on the

         16  Committee on Finance.

         17                 Intro 564.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         21  Reso 1166.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         24  Reso 1167.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          3  Reso 1168.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          6  LU 570 and companion Reso 1169.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          9  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         10                 Intro. 575.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 769.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Land Use.

         17                 LU  363.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         19  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         20  Commission.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 491 and

         22  Companion Reso 1170.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 492 and

         25  companion Reso 1171.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 493 and

          4  companion Reso 1172.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 494 and

          7  companion Reso 1173.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 498 and

         10  companion Reso 1174.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 516 and

         13  companion Reso 1175.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 526 and

         16  companion Reso 1176.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 553 and

         19  companion Reso 1177.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         22  LU 571 and companion Reso 1178.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         25  LU 576 and companion Reso 1179.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          4  Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 261-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          8  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         12  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         13  Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I want to
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          2  explain my vote very quickly. I'm voting aye. I just

          3  want to mention that we had a good discussion in

          4  Finance today led by Lou Fidler and others regarding

          5  ways in which the material that homeowners and

          6  others get when they receive their tax bill is

          7  presented.

          8                 Obviously some discussion,

          9  Commission, State and City, it was brought up today

         10  and earlier by Alan Gerson in the past, but this

         11  would be how to communicate the way in which their

         12  tax bill is presented.

         13                 So, I vote aye but with the caveat

         14  that I hope that in the near future we meet with the

         15  State to talk about ways that we communicate better,

         16  both in terms of this way in which the taxes are

         17  passed, and also the way in which we present the

         18  material to the taxpayers.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, may I please be excused to explain my

          7  vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you. I

         10  think it's interesting to note that on the

         11  preconsidered Finance items today for which we

         12  obviously need to vote yes, that at the same time

         13  that we are approximately $72 in property tax relief

         14  to the average Class 1 homeowner, that they're going

         15  to get a bill in December reflecting approximately a

         16  $48 increase in their taxes, and the fact is that

         17  none of us will ever be able to explain that to our

         18  constituents because I can barely explain it myself,

         19  and Larian Angelo, who knows more about this than

         20  any human being on the planet, could barely explain

         21  it in Finance today, in a way that made any sense.

         22                 And, so, I am asking, and I am

         23  calling upon this Council and the State Legislature

         24  to convene a joint task force to take a look at all

         25  of the bisontine, backwards, unnecessarily
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          2  non-transparent rules by which we set our property

          3  taxes in this City, and at the same time look at the

          4  inequities that result in some neighborhoods being

          5  overassessed versus other neighborhoods, and that

          6  the multiplicity of tax bills that necessarily get

          7  sent out, that confuse people, and the inequity of

          8  co-op and condo owners in this City, the time has

          9  long since passed for that to happen, and I suggest

         10  that we get started on it right now. And I vote aye

         11  on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Pass.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, I ask for the opportunity to speak on my

         19  vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I'll be

         22  voting aye on all, but particularly I wish to thank

         23  the Speaker and the Mayor and Council Member Comrie

         24  and Council Member Weprin for the support of the

         25  Sutphin Boulevard BID, that's Intro. 564, it will be
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          2  a great thing for the area. I ask all my colleagues

          3  to support that. Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Just very

         11  briefly, I want to underscore my support for the

         12  resolution calling for reform of the property tax

         13  law. I want to echo the concerns said by my

         14  colleagues, Council Members Brewer and Fidler and

         15  other colleagues, and congratulate those who put

         16  this forward. Many months ago many of us had called

         17  for overall analysis and reform property tax system,

         18  which remains a bisontine labyrinth of inequity.

         19  We've called upon the Administration to work with

         20  the Council to establish the first reform commission

         21  in ten years since the Dinkins Administration, if

         22  the Administration will not work with us to

         23  establish such a commission or a task force, we the

         24  Council should go forth and do it on our own. It's

         25  time to put in place a property tax system which is
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          2  fair to all with the simple for all and with this

          3  compassionate to all, especially those seniors and

          4  those on fixed incomes who are laboring under

          5  horrendous burden which they cannot afford to meet.

          6                 So, I support these, but these

          7  resolutions should be just the first step. We should

          8  have an SEC approach, simplicity, equity and

          9  compassion reform of the property tax system

         10  affecting all New York residents. Thank you very

         11  much.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Pass.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Pass.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: May I ask

         14  for unanimous consent to vote on the Land Use

         15  Call-Ups?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         18  on all. Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Briefly to

         21  explain my vote? On the preconsidered Finance

         22  Committee's resos, yes, we have little choice but to

         23  vote no. We've got to work with the State, our

         24  brothers and sisters up there on legislation. There

         25  needs to be a moratorium on any type of further
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          2  increases that again are extremely difficult to

          3  explain to our constituents who only see the bills

          4  coming that they're paying more. You can go to the

          5  well just so many times before it dries up. So,

          6  having said that, and hopefully some action will

          7  come from this, I vote aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I'm going to vote

         25  aye.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items in

          3  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          4  vote of 46 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

          5  and zero abstentions.

          6                 I'm revised. Land Use Call-Ups were

          7  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, zero in

          8  the negative.

          9                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills,

         11  legislation referred to the committee as indicated

         12  in the schedule.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         14  of Resolutions.

         15                 Council Member Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 Again, I'd like to call my

         19  colleagues' attention to Reso 1133, which simply

         20  condemns very viciously anti-Semitic, what would be

         21  considered racist, inhumane remarks about in this

         22  case the Jewish people. And if you will look at Reso

         23  1133, notwithstanding the recent cowardly homicidal

         24  attack in Turkey, and that goes on in various parts

         25  of the world. We need to meet this with verbal

                                                            61

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  attacks whenever you have somebody condemning a

          3  group of people for any particular crime, this is

          4  vicious, it's wrong, it's anti-Semitic, so check out

          5  1133, my colleagues, and join me with an aye vote.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Barron.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 I rise to vote nay on Resolution

         12  1133. This City Council has been overly pro Israel,

         13  overly, a lopsided relationship with the Middle East

         14  conflict. I think it's time for this City Council to

         15  begin to look at the conflict in the Middle East in

         16  its totality. And if we're going to condemn that

         17  kind of language, then it should go both ways. I

         18  offered an even-handed resolution, we rejected that.

         19  I think it's time for us to be fair in the Middle

         20  East and let a resolution come out of this City

         21  Council that takes into consideration the Arab

         22  world, the Palestinians and the Israelis. This is

         23  overly pro Israel City Council, and I say we vote

         24  nay until we can be more even-handed, and I read the

         25  speech in its entirety.
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          2                 And, secondly, there has to come a

          3  time where a constructive criticism of the Middle

          4  East conflict is not always considered anti-Semitic.

          5                 I also rise to say nay to 1125, a

          6  resolution calling for increased penalties --

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  member, you only get one minute on Resolutions.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Okay, just to

         10  say no to that. We should be using economic

         11  development to stop crime and bring it down and not

         12  always conservative, more prison, more tougher

         13  penalties, tougher resolutions, and I say both nay

         14  on those two.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Would you

         16  all please remember that you only get one minute on

         17  the Resolution Discussion? Thank you very much.

         18                 Council Member Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: New York City

         20  has taken many steps to address issues around

         21  domestic violence in the last 20 years.

         22                 Our police are more sensitive to

         23  battered women, and New York City provided a variety

         24  of services to domestic violence victims through our

         25  hospitals and homeless systems and in many ways the
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          2  child welfare systems. I'm referring to Intro. 609.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  member, you're on the wrong resolution. Sorry, I

          5  didn't quite understand. You're on 609? We're on

          6  these three here under 15.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Vallone.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         11                 I actually rose to speak about the

         12  Public Safety bills, but I'm compelled to respond to

         13  my colleague, Charles Barron's remarks, regarding

         14  Intro. 1133, which I heartily support.

         15                 I'm very confused as to how

         16  denouncing clear racism in any area of the world is

         17  somehow pro Israel or anti-Arab. And I'm also

         18  confused as to how this Council, which strives to be

         19  as fair as possible, can possibly be considered pro

         20  Israel. I'm sorry, I shouldn't say pro Israel, but

         21  pro Israel in a way that is somehow unfair.

         22                 Again, I was not prepared to speak on

         23  this subject, but I'm outraged that we cannot

         24  condemn clear racism in the City Council without it

         25  somehow bringing up some type of debate in areas
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          2  that we should not be heading into. It's clear that

          3  this resolution condemns blatant statements which I

          4  don't have in front of me right now, so I'll go by

          5  my recollection, but I believe they said something

          6  about Jews ruling the world and getting others to

          7  fight their wars, which is clearly racist, clearly a

          8  horrible thing to say.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         10  Council member.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: And let me

         12  also ask for support on the three assault weapons

         13  bills that we put in.

         14                 So, thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I, too, was

         18  not prepared to speak on this matter, but I also am

         19  very offended by Council Member Barron's remarks.

         20  Frankly, I believe any outrageous statement

         21  condemning any people of any sort, an entire race,

         22  should not be tolerated no matter what race that is.

         23  And clearly, this has nothing to do with the Mid

         24  East conflict by any means, it's not an Israeli Arab

         25  situation, it's a condemnation of a people, of a
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          2  religion, totally without basis saying the Jews rule

          3  this world by proxy to get others to fight and die

          4  for them, I believe is one of the quotes, and it's

          5  clearly a condemnation of an entire people and an

          6  entire religion, and I will be the first person to

          7  stand up no matter what religion it is, no matter

          8  what race it is, to condemn outrageous remarks

          9  against any people, and anti-bias, bigotry, racism

         10  against one people is racism against everyone and,

         11  therefore, I strongly urge passage of this

         12  resolution.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         14  Council member.

         15                 Council Member Yassky. Will you

         16  please keep your remarks to one minute?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Yes, thank

         18  you. I want to ask for support of the three

         19  resolutions coming from Chair Vallone's Public

         20  Safety Committee on the issue of firearms.

         21                 Congress has before it two critical

         22  bills on gun control, and we must send to Congress a

         23  powerful, powerful message because no City will be

         24  harmed more than New York City if Congress does the

         25  wrong thing.

                                                            66

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 One is the reauthorization of the

          3  assault weapons ban. Congress banned assault weapons

          4  ten years ago. That is about to expire and needs to

          5  be reauthorized.

          6                 There is no movement whatever in

          7  Congress to do it, because they are afraid of the

          8  National Rifle Association. We must demand that

          9  Congress act and extend the assault weapons ban.

         10                 Congress is also considering a bill

         11  that would exempt gun companies from liability, so a

         12  car company could be sued, a food company could be

         13  sued, but not a company that makes firearms. That

         14  would be an abomination. We must urge Congress under

         15  the strongest possible terms not to do that.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         17  Council member.

         18                 Council Member Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I rise in

         20  support of Reso 1133, and I just want to say, you

         21  know, when I look at the Middle East, I see one

         22  strong democracy, I see one strong ally and this

         23  Council should be pro Israel. This Council should be

         24  steadfast, because Israel is our best ally. Israel

         25  is the only democracy in the Middle East, and being

                                                            67

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  accused of being too pro Israel for this body is one

          3  of the best compliments that this body has gotten.

          4                 So, I want to commend the authors of

          5  that resolution. We should be condemning

          6  anti-Semitic language, and I think it's important

          7  that I, as a Roman Catholic, stand up and say these

          8  things. It's easy for folks of that particular

          9  religion, of that particular ethnicity to take

         10  offense to remarks, but I think I as a Roman

         11  Catholic should say that I recognize and I as an

         12  American and I as a Council member recognize the

         13  importance of Israel to this nation to our security,

         14  and we should be steadfast and we should be

         15  committed to our support.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Very well

         18  done, Council member.

         19                 Council Member Reed.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         21  Public Advocate.

         22                 I, too, rise in support of Resolution

         23  1133. I'm puzzled about how this has something to do

         24  with the Middle East, frankly, but I do know that it

         25  has to do with bigotry, and we have said over and
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          2  over again that we stand against that. This is

          3  obviously anti-Semitic rantings of a lunatic who

          4  would have us believe that if we rid ourselves of

          5  one group of people all of our problems would be

          6  solved. Unfortunately, we've allowed that to happen

          7  and seen the consequence of the devastation of that,

          8  so I rise in support proudly of 1133, lend my voice

          9  to those who want to see justice for all.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, I'm also speaking in support of this

         15  Resolution 1133. You know, I think we are a big

         16  City. We're a City that needs to stand together and

         17  realize that bigoted remarks against any religion or

         18  any ethnic background will not be tolerated by this

         19  body, and as one body we can speak together. And as

         20  Council Member Oddo said, you know, when you're part

         21  of that ethnic background or religious background,

         22  it's truly not the issue. Where there is such,

         23  obviously bigoted remarks, and they are stated by

         24  anyone, we should stand up and take exception to

         25  them. And I believe the reason we need to take
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          2  exception to those bigoted remarks is because if we

          3  don't take exception to those remarks, the remarks

          4  of those individuals who choose to say these

          5  outrageous things are the only ones being heard, and

          6  that is something we should not stand for.

          7                 So, I want to really congratulate all

          8  of my colleagues that stood up in support of this

          9  resolution, and I think that there is an

         10  understanding that if we're not going to talk, then

         11  we're not heard, and those hate remarks should not

         12  be the only ones out there the people are hearing,

         13  especially our constituents. Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I realize

         17  we're making Councilman Barron's day by calling

         18  attention to his remarks, but I'm going to make an

         19  exception because I really feel very strongly about

         20  it.

         21                 This Council has spoken out against

         22  racism, bigotry, prejudice, homophobia and every

         23  other kind of hate when it was appropriate to do so.

         24  Councilman Barron, that yoke also extends to

         25  anti-Semitism, and we need to speak out against all
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          2  kinds of bigotry, no matter whose ox is gored, when

          3  hateful remarks are made, and that includes

          4  anti-Semitism.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, I, too, rise in support of Resolution

          9  1133. This Council, the Council of the world's

         10  international City, has a history of a long history

         11  and a significant one of highlighting opposition to

         12  hatred and human rights violations and bigotry and

         13  racism from any source of the world over against any

         14  people.

         15                 I would hope we can continue, I would

         16  hope we can find a way to continue this proud and

         17  important record and tradition and continue it

         18  unanimously, but we must, and shame on us, if we

         19  begin to make exceptions for any people for any

         20  religion for any source. This resolution condemns

         21  clear, clear, pure unadulterated racism and

         22  anti-Semitism, it would be shameful if this Council

         23  were not to continue its record of speaking out

         24  against such statements in the wake of this type of

         25  offensive remark which would offend anyone of good
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          2  faith and good will.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate. I, too, gladly and proudly

          7  support Resolution 1133. You know, hateful racist

          8  comments must be spoken against.

          9                 As a matter of fact, while we're

         10  doing it in the halls of the Council today, I want

         11  to bring to my colleagues' attention some of the

         12  hateful comments of Malik Zulu Shabaz, including

         13  advocating police brutality and saying we're going

         14  to have to get to the day where we get some police

         15  funerals. And in Washington, D.C. at a protest he

         16  reportedly said that a white man is the devil.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Gallagher, we're not voting on this issue.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Please. And

         20  to kill every God damn Zionist in Israel. It's still

         21  pertinent that when we have these hateful type

         22  statements that we all stand up and speak in

         23  opposition to it, and I am supporting 1133, and I

         24  hope many of my colleagues decide ultimately if I

         25  put in a resolution, to denounce the comments of
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          2  Malik Zulu Shabaz, that my colleagues would also

          3  join with me in that regard.

          4                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: You know, I

          8  have stood on this floor in the past and supported

          9  Councilman Barron. I'm actually terribly shocked and

         10  believe that he has somehow misread, because I

         11  believe, at least until now, that he's a person of

         12  goodwill, that he has misread what this resolution

         13  is about. It's about a statement by the former Prime

         14  Minister of Malaysia that is virtually a quote from

         15  Adolf Hitler, and we know what happened when we

         16  allowed that kind of sentiment to go abroad in a

         17  society. It was Pastor Niemoller who said "they came

         18  for the Jews and no one said anything; and then they

         19  came for the gypsies and no one said anything; and

         20  then they came for the disabled and no one said

         21  anything; and then they came for me and there was no

         22  one left to speak for me." Let us remember that all

         23  of us have to stand up to protect the rights of all

         24  the others, and never countenance bigotry and hatred

         25  of the kind that led to the killing of 6 million

                                                            73

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Jews and 6 million others. That resolution must be

          3  supported, and Mr. Barron, you should really

          4  reconsider your remarks.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          6  please.

          7                 Shall we vote on the resolution?

          8                 I'm sorry, Speaker Miller.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Just briefly. I just

         10  want to say that I hope that we send a clear message

         11  with this vote that the remarks of the former Prime

         12  Minister were hateful, anti-Semitic, unacceptable to

         13  the people of this City, people of this country, and

         14  I would hope the people of this world. But I also

         15  hope that we can debate this clearly, and it's good

         16  that we're here having a discussion, because the

         17  best way to battle these kinds of remarks is by

         18  ensuring that free people in a free country in a

         19  free City condemn them together through free and

         20  honest and open debate. Not that there's anything to

         21  debate on the other side from my point of view, but

         22  that's what makes this a great country, we can stand

         23  up and say that that is totally unacceptable. And I

         24  thank my colleagues for their support on this

         25  resolution.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: There being

          3  nobody else, we will vote on the resolution.

          4                 If you have a negative vote on the

          5  resolution, please register it with the clerk.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: We're going to vote

          7  on all the resolutions, individually?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, each

          9  one individually. I just wanted to make that

         10  statement, if you wanted to vote nay, please come up

         11  to the clerk.

         12                 Resolution 810. All in favor?

         13                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All opposed?

         15                 Adopted.

         16                 Resolution 811. All in favor?

         17                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

         19                 Adopted.

         20                 Resolution 1040. In favor?

         21                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

         23                 Resolution 1125. In favor?

         24                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Nay.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please come

          4  up.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I did.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, you did?

          7  Okay, thank you.

          8                 Adopted.

          9                 Resolution 1133. In favor?

         10                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Nay.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adopted.

         14                 General Discussion.

         15                 Gennaro. Council Member Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate. You can call me Jim. Whatever

         18  you want to call me is fine.

         19                 Last Saturday we all know about the

         20  two car bombings at two synagogues in Turkey, 25

         21  people were killed, six Jews and 18 Muslims, about

         22  300 wounded, mostly Muslims, and Al Qaeda has

         23  claimed responsibility. This was an attack not only

         24  on Jews but also on the country of Turkey, a Muslim

         25  Country that has had long and peaceful relations
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          2  with Jews going back to the time of the Spanish

          3  Inquisition when Jews were welcomed in Turkey, after

          4  being sent out from Spain.

          5                 These bombings were to send a message

          6  to the Muslims that the penalty for a peaceful

          7  coexistence with Jews is death.

          8                 I met yesterday with the Consul

          9  General of Turkey to talk about these attacks, and

         10  Council Member Weprin and I will be introducing a

         11  resolution at the next meeting to not only condemn

         12  these attacks but to offer condolences to the

         13  victims, and to reaffirm New York City's solidarity

         14  with all who fight terror and suffer from its

         15  consequences. So, I invite all members to join with

         16  David Weprin and myself in support of this

         17  resolution.

         18                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Vallone. Did you want to speak?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: No.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No?

         23                 Council Member Barron.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 First, to my colleague Lew Fidler,

          3  you shouldn't suffer from delusions of grandeur.

          4  There's nothing you could do or anybody in here can

          5  do to make my day. I just want to clear my position

          6  on this --

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I always try,

          8  Charles. I'd love to make your day.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member, please.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: He's out of

         12  order. As always.

         13                 And to Oliver Koppell, I respect you

         14  highly but I will be voting against any resolution

         15  pro Israel, pro Israel in this Council, until the

         16  Council has the heart to be fair with the

         17  Palestinian cause and come up with a resolution like

         18  I offered, an even-handed resolution. So, my vote

         19  against it is not based upon the content. It's based

         20  upon the process here in this City Council not to

         21  come up and have a fair, even-handed position. There

         22  are plenty, it's really statements that were made

         23  that were racist against Arabs, we never condemned

         24  it; racist against Palestinians, we never condemned.

         25  When you have the heart to do that, I'll be glad to
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          2  join you in a pro Israeli resolution. It has nothing

          3  to do with the content. It has all to do with this

          4  pro Israel City Council.

          5                 Secondly, on something I think we can

          6  all unite on, in my district an eight year old was

          7  killed senselessly and my community is outraged,

          8  we're working with all people of goodwill. A father

          9  should be able to walk up a block and bring his

         10  child home without a tragic incident like it

         11  occurred in my district. So, I want to invite all my

         12  colleagues to come join with me tomorrow on

         13  Hendricks and Blake, between Blake and Sutter in

         14  East New York. We're having a candle light vigil for

         15  the family, and a Stop The Violence rally. And I

         16  would like for all of my colleagues to join me, Lew

         17  and others, to come out and be as boisterous against

         18  this as you were today in terms of your resolution.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         20  Council member.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

         25  Public Advocate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Excuse me, Mr.

          3  Speaker, can I just give the time?

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Sure.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'm sorry to

          6  interrupt you. 6:30 tomorrow.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Let me just say

          9  firstoff on the subject of schedule, I just want to

         10  note that the Committee on Transportation is going

         11  to be having a hearing tomorrow on the subject of

         12  Intro. 287. It is not having a hearing tomorrow on

         13  the subject of Intro. 347 and Intro. 595. But it

         14  will be having a hearing on Intro. 287.

         15                 I'm sure that cleared it up for

         16  absolutely everybody, so just so we're set there.

         17                 Let me just say on the subject of

         18  this recent resolution. I want to say for myself

         19  that there is nothing pro Israel about saying that

         20  the words "Jews rule this world by proxy, they get

         21  others to fight and die for them" is anti-Semitic

         22  and should be condemned. That is not a pro Israel

         23  position. That is not a position that has anything

         24  ultimately to do, in my mind, and I would hope in

         25  the minds of my colleagues, with Israel. This has to
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          2  do with the bigoted, hateful and offensive remarks

          3  by a former Prime Minister of Malaysia, in which he

          4  ascribed the sort of anti-Semitic remarks that were

          5  being bandied about in Europe, in this country, and

          6  across the world for hundreds and hundreds of years

          7  long before Israel existed as a modern country. And,

          8  so, this is not to my mind a pro Israeli resolution.

          9  What this is is an anti-bigotry and anti-hatred

         10  resolution.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Mr. Speaker.

         14                 Council Member Gioia.

         15                 Council Member Boyland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         17  Madam Chair.

         18                 Again I rise. New York City has taken

         19  many steps to address the issue of domestic violence

         20  in the last 20 years.

         21                 Our police are more sensitive to

         22  battered women, and New York City provides a variety

         23  of services to domestic violence victims through our

         24  hospitals, homeless systems and in a way the child

         25  welfare system. But still roughly 80 women die each
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          2  year because of domestic violence. This is too much.

          3                 That's why the Speaker and I are

          4  introducing a bill to create a domestic violence

          5  fatality review advisory board.

          6                 This board is a way to start

          7  coordinating a variety of services provided to

          8  domestic violence victims.

          9                 In particular this bill makes all the

         10  different City agencies and City providers talk to

         11  each other to see if we are catching the signs of

         12  domestic violence before it is too late.

         13                 Together I hope that we can see the

         14  day when no one has to die because of an intimate

         15  violence, or violence within a community.

         16                 I thank you all, and I look forward

         17  to working with you on Intro. 609, and we will have

         18  having a hearing in the Women's Issues Committee as

         19  soon as possible.

         20                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         24  very much, Madam Public Advocate. I want to share

         25  with you and my colleagues my reaction to the
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          2  Massachusetts high court ruling in favor of gay

          3  marriage.

          4                 I am thrilled that the highest court

          5  in the State of Massachusetts has confirmed the gay

          6  and lesbian community has a right to enter into

          7  civil marriage just as other couples do.

          8                 The ruling sends a strong message

          9  throughout the nation that equal rights for the gay

         10  community are fundamental and inalienable. Marriage

         11  entitles numerous rights and benefits, including

         12  those related to health care, property ownership,

         13  insurance, tax consequences and child custody that

         14  marriage provides and I see no reason why gays and

         15  lesbians should be denied them.

         16                 If they can do it in the Bay state,

         17  we should be doing it in the Empire state. Thank you

         18  very much.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 Council Member Lopez. Margarita.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes. I just

         23  want everyone to know that today we're celebrating

         24  the birth of the Puerto Rican nation. We were

         25  discovered today in this planet of ours.  On the
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          2  19th of November Christopher Columbus landed on that

          3  Island. And I'm very proud of that because without

          4  that happening, I would not be here today.

          5                 Then I think that all Puerto Ricans

          6  in this Chambers should be very proud that the

          7  nation was discovered today and it was created

          8  today. That's all.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         12  much.

         13                 I rise about Intro. 610 asking for

         14  your support. I know that this body and Speaker

         15  Miller and also with the help of Alan Gerson have

         16  been talking a great deal about Mitchell-Lamas. I'm

         17  one who has 21 Mitchell-Lamas on the west side, and

         18  this is a law that would conform City law with state

         19  law by extending the City tax exemptions for rental

         20  and co-op Mitchell-Lama development.

         21                 It turns out a very great New Yorker,

         22  Jim Garse, who has been fighting for the rights of

         23  those living in Mitchell-Lama co-ops for many years

         24  discovered that the Board of Estimate in their

         25  wisdom forgot to make sure that once tax exemptions
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          2  run out for rental and co-op Mitchell-Lamas, none of

          3  them have run out yet, but they will, that the City

          4  tax exemption would not be as good or equal to the

          5  State as it should.

          6                 So, this would correct a Board of

          7  Estimate oversight, and I look forward to your

          8  support. Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council Member.

         11                 Council Member Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate. I just want to draw my

         14  colleague's attention to Intro. 611, which would be

         15  a local law to amend the New York City Charter in

         16  relation to reviewing the fire prevention code. As

         17  you all may know, we are currently going through a

         18  review of the Building Code of the City of New York.

         19  Unfortunately, our fire code has not been fully

         20  reviewed thoroughly in hundreds of years. There's

         21  still references to barrels and wagons in our fire

         22  code and this is just totally unacceptable in a time

         23  where we have so many tragic occurrences that relate

         24  to fire explosives and things of that nature.

         25                 So, I hope that you will all join on
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          2  to encouraging the Administration to get this job

          3  done and do it simultaneously with the Building

          4  Code. This is essential for the public safety of the

          5  people of the City of New York.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         10  Public Advocate. It's time for round two. You know,

         11  I'm happy and I'm appreciative that Speaker Miller

         12  clarified the intent and the content of Reso 1133. I

         13  think we have to take you to the next step. I don't

         14  think it's a bad thing that this Council is

         15  perceived to be pro Israel, and I would like this

         16  Council that I've been a part of for 12 years, in

         17  the staff and as a Council member, to be known as an

         18  earnest body, an honest body, a productive body. If

         19  folks want to add to that description the phrase pro

         20  Israel or avertly pro Israel, I'd take that as a

         21  compliment. That's not a bad thing. I am a member of

         22  the City Council, I'm involved in City government,

         23  and over the last five years, particularly the last

         24  two years, I've had a great deal of disdain for

         25  international resolutions. But if we're going to
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          2  spend time talking about the world as we know it,

          3  let's look at it and let's look at it honestly. The

          4  war was taken to our shores, okay? So when I look at

          5  the Middle East, and I look to see who our allies

          6  are, I see Israel. This Council should not step back

          7  because one member has a problem with it, we should

          8  not step back from the fact, and we shouldn't hide

          9  the fact we are and we should be a pro Israel body.

         10  They are our best ally. And let me tell you, when

         11  they brought the war to our shores, Israel became

         12  that much more important.

         13                 So, hard working, earnest,

         14  productive, pro Israel, your damn right we are.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Oh, thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I would like to draw attention to

         20  Reso 1164. Here we are talking about friends and

         21  we're talking about justice, Italy has been one of

         22  our best allies and on November 12th the camp in

         23  Iraq, which was the central base for Italy, was

         24  bombed and many lives were lost. I urge my

         25  colleagues to join onto this resolution, not only
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          2  does it show our sympathy for the loss of their

          3  soldiers, but it also shows our gratitude for the

          4  support and the friendship that they have extended

          5  to the United States. It makes no difference what

          6  our position may be on what is happening in Iraq,

          7  what does make a difference though is that we have

          8  friends and those friends should be heard from from

          9  us.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I was just

         14  confounded earlier by my colleague's statement.

         15  Again, as the Speaker pointed out, this is not,

         16  nothing to do with the country, whether it's

         17  Nigeria, Angola, north of the equator, south of the

         18  equator, no other country, Madagascar, this is

         19  strictly against anti-Semitism or racism. It's not

         20  analogous, we must draw this -- and I know my

         21  colleague Charles Barron is not -- he's a very

         22  intelligent individual, I would like to think he

         23  misread it, he misconstrued it, and I have defended

         24  him many times in the past when people have come to

         25  me and said they believed he was racist or
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          2  anti-Semitic - as of this moment, until further

          3  notice, I have been left defenseless. Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Dilan. No Dilan?

          6                 Council Member Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I have a

          8  confession. My name is Lew Fidler and I'm pro

          9  Israeli. Having said that, I think Council Member

         10  Barron came back into the room, I hope he did,

         11  because I don't get the last word in my house, but

         12  obviously the rules will allow me to get the last

         13  word here. And I am just amazed. I may have

         14  delusions, but they're not of grandeur. I'm not the

         15  Brooklyn Council member who introduces himself as

         16  the next Mayor of the City of New York.

         17                 And I would also say that I am

         18  shocked that Councilman Barron would argue that he

         19  could vote no on a resolution condemning hate

         20  because of process. There are certain things that

         21  are matters of principle, and I would think that

         22  racism, hatred, prejudice, bigotry and anti-Semitism

         23  should be matters of principle that far, far, far

         24  outweigh process. And I don't think that there's

         25  anything wrong with the process here. We had a
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          2  debate on Charles' quote/unquote even-handed Middle

          3  East resolution, which frankly I think was conducted

          4  in a vacuum of seeing who was attacking who, who was

          5  strapping bombs and walking into the middle of

          6  crowded restaurants and killing innocent people,

          7  Jews, Muslims, Israelis and Arabs alike, but we'll

          8  never agree on that. But how anyone could ever

          9  elevate process over standing up and speaking out

         10  against bigotry, I will never understand. And that's

         11  my last word.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I, too, feel compelled to go a round,

         17  too, because some of the misstatements made by my

         18  colleague Council Member Barron need to be corrected

         19  on the record.

         20                 First of all, Madam Public Advocate,

         21  we all need to recognize that words such as those

         22  which we condemn today kill, they cause, especially

         23  coming from a Statesperson or former Statesperson,

         24  they prompt misguided people, especially misguided

         25  young people to commit atrocities such as those
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          2  committed recently in Turkey, as my colleagues

          3  pointed out.

          4                 We need to condemn them precisely

          5  because they are not condemned elsewhere, and we

          6  have a responsibility as the Council of an

          7  international City of the world.

          8                 Secondly, there has never been an

          9  incidence when an Israeli Head of State or a former

         10  Head of State has made statements that come

         11  anywheres close to the statements which we condemn

         12  today, contrary to what my colleague said.

         13                 And, thirdly, the reason why we would

         14  never have to be in a position to condemn any such

         15  statements coming from any unofficial person from

         16  the State of Israel is because Israel is a democracy

         17  with a free press, with open debate with the

         18  citizenry which has and would rise up in opposition

         19  to any such statements made, and in fact that has

         20  happened.

         21                 And finally, Madam Public Advocate,

         22  finally, this Council should be proud of being pro

         23  Israel. There is a time to be even-handed, and

         24  there's a time to be dogged and stand firmly in

         25  support of justice and righteousness and support of
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          2  the State of Israel is just and right, it's just and

          3  right for the people of Israel, and if you have any

          4  compassion for the innocent victims who are

          5  Palestinian children, you would all the more reason

          6  support Israel because the way to end the terrorism

          7  and end the violence and the only way is to support

          8  the one and only state which has stood steadfast

          9  against terrorism and has repeatedly historically

         10  supported compromise against her enemies which seek

         11  only to pursue violence.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         13  Council Member.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: So for the

         15  sake of Israelis and for the sake of Palestinians,

         16  we must as a body remain staunchily and

         17  unequivocally pro Israel.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time.

         20                 Seeing nobody else, we'll adjourned

         21  the meeting of November 19th. Meeting is adjourned.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 3:05 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 19th day of November 2003.
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