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          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Good

          3  afternoon. My name is Madeline Provenzano, and I

          4  chair the Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          5                 On behalf of this Committee, I'd like

          6  to thank those of you that are here today for this

          7  hearing and vote on proposed Intro. No. 597-A. It's

          8  a local law to amend the Administrative Code of the

          9  City of New York in relation to the issuance of a

         10  certificate of completion for individuals working on

         11  supported scaffolds.

         12                 Proposed Intro. No. 597-A would

         13  impose training requirements on workers who erect or

         14  modify supported scaffolds, as well as upon those

         15  individuals who perform work on supported scaffolds.

         16                 The Committee is conducting its

         17  second hearing on this bill. Over the years, the

         18  failure to use properly-trained workers has led to

         19  accidents, injuries, deaths and the issuance of

         20  violations for badly-constructed scaffolds and for

         21  the improper use of such scaffolds.

         22                 Proposed Intro. No. 597-A will begin

         23  to remedy this problem by ensuring that each user

         24  and builder of any supported scaffold 40 feet or

         25  more in height will be appropriately trained to
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          2  enhance safety.

          3                 Simply put, those who erect scaffolds

          4  would be mandated to undergo a 32-hour supported

          5  scaffold training course pursuant to OSHA, while

          6  supported scaffold users would be required to

          7  undergo four hours of user-safety training.

          8                 Now scaffolds 40 feet or higher would

          9  require permitting, okay? Okay.

         10                 I'd also like to thank, we have lots

         11  of folks involved in this, and this legislation is

         12  something that has gone on for some time, and I'm

         13  really glad to see we're at the point where we're

         14  voting it out because I think it's long overdue. I'd

         15  like to thank the union, union folks that are here.

         16  They've been very helpful. And the trades and

         17  everybody really gave us a lot of input into this,

         18  and I think that's, in my opinion, is the best way

         19  for us to kind of do this kind of stuff. You bring

         20  everybody in and see what their problems, what their

         21  concerns are, and work out something that we call

         22  all live with.

         23                 I'd like to also thank my staff,

         24  Terzah, David, they put in a lot of time these last

         25  couple of days. So, thank you.
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          2                 And my Committee, on my left, not

          3  really on my left but, yeah, Jimmy, what are you

          4  doing there? Tony Avella, Council Member Tony Avella

          5  that is; Council Member James Oddo; Councilwoman

          6  Diana Reyna; Councilman Leroy Comrie; and Councilman

          7  Lew Fidler.

          8                 Is there somebody back there? Okay, I

          9  think we're ready to take a vote.

         10                 MS. NASSER: Okay. Proposed Intro.

         11  597-A.

         12                 Council Member Provenzano.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

         14                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

         16                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes.

         18                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes.

         20                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes. And I'd

         22  ask to be added as a sponsor of the bill, please.

         23                 MS. NASSER: So noted.

         24                 Council Member Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.
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          2                 MS. NASSER: Okay, as it stands now,

          3  the measure has passed the Committee by a vote of --

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Can you hold

          5  it open?

          6                 MS. NASSER: Yes.

          7                 -- By a vote of six in the

          8  affirmative, none in the negative, no abstentions.

          9  The vote will remain open. Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: I want to

         11  thank all of you. You did a good thing. You voted

         12  for a good piece of legislation.

         13                 Stay here a minute. One minute. One

         14  minute, and then you can get out of here.

         15                 All right, I have members that have

         16  to be elsewhere.

         17                 Okay, Council Member Jennings, you'd

         18  like to comment on the third-party transfer?

         19                 In the past, since I've been a

         20  Council member, there's been many type of property

         21  transfers from HPD to so-called not-for-profits

         22  throughout my district, and I'm sure this has taken

         23  place throughout Queens County and the rest of the

         24  City. And the third-party transfer -- these

         25  transfers, whether this program or third-party
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          2  transfer programs is supposed to be in this guise of

          3  giving affordable housing to our constituency.

          4                 But what I've been finding throughout

          5  my tenure is that we give away property to builders

          6  for one dollar, for $40,000, when they should be

          7  sold for $150,000 market value, and then they're

          8  being sold, when the not-for-profit who takes it

          9  over is selling the properties for market value at

         10  the highest appraised value, and there's no real

         11  benefit to the constituents.

         12                 I mean, if we are, as a City going to

         13  give away properties to someone, and for a dollar,

         14  and not going to sell it for $150,000, whatever the

         15  market value is for us to make a revenue, and we're

         16  going to give away for a dollar, then there should

         17  be some set criteria what really affordable housing

         18  is.

         19                 Affordable housing just cannot be a

         20  person who qualifies for it, gets it because they

         21  meet the median income of less than 65 percent. It

         22  should be a criteria, for example, where whatever

         23  the appraised value is, the property is going to be

         24  sold for at least 20 percent of the appraised value.

         25                 That's what real affordable housing,
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          2  in my opinion, would be, if we're selling houses to

          3  people less than what the market is.

          4                 But if we're going to give property

          5  away to these non-for-profits, and they're going to

          6  sell it just for the same market value like any

          7  other private corporation, then that's not fair to

          8  us as a City and it's not fair to the people of the

          9  City of New York.

         10                 So, I ask that -- I'm going to allow

         11  this transfer to go through in my district today,

         12  but I ask that this Committee take into serious

         13  consideration of setting real criterias for what

         14  really affordable housing should be. And just giving

         15  away something to someone for a dollar because

         16  they're a not-for-profit, and a lot of them to sell

         17  it at market value, is in my opinion, and in the

         18  opinion of people in my district, that's not

         19  affordable housing. It has to be lower than -- if

         20  they're selling it for -- if the appraised value

         21  comes in at $400,000, and they're going to sell it

         22  for $300,000, that's what I consider affordable and

         23  nothing else.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you,
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          2  Council Member Jennings.

          3                 We'll take your concerns under

          4  consideration, and thank you for letting this go

          5  through today.

          6                 You're free to go.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote currently

         10  stands at seven in the affirmative, zero in the

         11  negative and no abstentions.

         12                 MS. NASSER: 597-A, Council Member

         13  Rivera, how do you vote?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         15                 MS. NASSER: Thank you.

         16                 By a vote of eight in the

         17  affirmative, no negatives, no abstentions, Intro.

         18  597-A has so passed, and we're leaving the vote open

         19  right now. This is the scaffolding bill. Thank you.

         20                 Council Member Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I vote yes.

         22                 MS. NASSER: Thank you.

         23                 The vote now stands at nine in the

         24  affirmative. Proposed Intro. 597-A has passed. Thank

         25  you.
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          2                 Council Member James, how do you vote

          3  regarding proposed Intro. 597-A?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          5                 MS. NASSER: Thank you. The measure

          6  has now passed ten in the affirmative, no negatives

          7  and no abstentions.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 1:40 p.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the
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         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.
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