
Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

danielleh519@gmail.com  
  

New York, New York 10030 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Dannel Jurado  
dannelj@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Darby Ferguson  
darferguson@outlook.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11222 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Darcy Cassidy  

darcyccassidy@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11215 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Dasharah Green  

blaqueratchetimagination@gmail.com  

  

Bronx, New York 10458 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

David Buivid  

david.buivid@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11211 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

David Burney  
dcburney@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11231 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

David Forbes  

dforbes@brooklyn.cuny.edu  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

David Hyman  

dramadave@hotmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11225 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

David Zhao  
davidepzhao@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11211 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Daysi Sanchez  
daysi.n.sanchez@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, NY, New York 11233 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Deirdre Manning  

foil_jaguars_0v@icloud.com  

  

Astoria, New York 11102 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Delaney McDonough  

mcdonough.delaney@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Delia Bloom  
dbloom26@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11218 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Denisse arcos  
denissearcos@yahoo.com  

  
New York, New York 10018 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

My three year old son deserves to grow up in a city where all New Yorkers are cared for 

properly.  

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 



Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Desiree Joy Frias  

desireejoyfrias@gmail.com  

  

Bronx, New York 10456 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Destiny Mata  
destiny.mata@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10009 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff.  

I am submitting written testimony for public record.  

As a New Yorker, friend, mother, advocate, colleague and public health professional, I know 

the many needs that the services Mayor Adams is proposing to cut meet. After an ongoing 

pandemic, our communities are struggling more than ever — experiencing social isolation, 

mental distress, and other chronic disease risk factors that hurt our city at large. Accessing 

the library, safe parks, and educational programming can save people’s health and well-

being. People deserve resources to protect their families.  

I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the 

deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to 

put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to 

essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 



planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Devin Madden  

devmadden@gmail.com  

  

Ridgewood, New York 11385 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Devin Sidi  

devin.sidi@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10022 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Devonne Pitts  
devonnepitts@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 11206 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

**Stop taking money away from essential human services and criminalizing the poor. Fund schools, 

libraries, and parks, not cops.** 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Diana Hou  
diana.j.hou@gmail.com  

  
Kew Gardens, New York 11415 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Diana Taylor  
dmtt4243@gmail.com  

  
Queens, New York 11101 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Dina Marconi  

dapsign@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York NY 11209 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Dipesh KC  

peshkc@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10025 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who opposes the deep cuts proposed by 

Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote 

down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Donald Dawkins  

domdawk@yahoo.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11225 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. These services are VITAL to the life and health of our 

communities on so many levels. Going along with these cuts will disproportionately impact already 

vulnerable groups and strip the city from some of its most important community resources.  

We BEG you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Dora Bowman  
dora.bowman@gmail.com  

  
Glendale , New York 11385 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

To the Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting this written 

testimony for the public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget. I strongly oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. Therefore, I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and to vote down, any budget 

modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like every New Yorker I have spoken to (and there are many), am deeply concerned about these 

fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services 

that have been starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics and 

many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability. They are also absolutely 

unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are closing on Sundays, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, and thousands of housing and service agency positions 

are being eliminated. New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. And clearly Mayor 

Adams does not care. 

Meanwhile, why are the NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, 

despite large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we need you to stand up against this in 

upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Dori Dietz Blitz  
doridietz1@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11218 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Douglas Pierce  
reidp76@gmail.com  

  
NEW YORK, New York 10027 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Dre Massaad  
dre.massaad@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11237 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Drew Burrows  

one2jeru@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11211 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you.  

Drew 

Drew Weitman  

weitman.de@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11220 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Dustin Molina  

dustmolina@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11249 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Dylan Farley  

dylanfarleyy@yahoo.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11237 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Dylan Minowa  
dylanminowa@gmail.com  

  
Long Island City , New York 11101 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

eallotta@yahoo.com  
  

Bronx, New York 10468 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Ebony Hollingsworth  
e_gurl04@yahoo.com  

  
Bronx, New York 10462 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

EJ Unterseher  

ejunterseher@gmail.com  

  

Ridgewood, New York 11385 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elaan Ventura-Bourn  
evbourn@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elana Lado  
elanalado@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 11213 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Eleanor Crawford  
eleanorpcrawford@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11232 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Sincerely,  

Elena Schaef 

Elena Schaef  

eleschaef@gmail.com  

  

Kingston, New York 12401 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elisabeth Ballreich  

elisabeth.ballreich@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 11215 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elisabeth Chin  
elisabethchin.s@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10036 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elisabetta DAmanda  

damanda5@yahoo.com  

  

Rochester, New York 14607 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elise Goldin  
elise.goldin@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11225 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elissa Chun  
echun12@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11217 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elizabeth Bangura  
2lbangura@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elizabeth Bianco-Lane  
liz.bianco@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11218 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elizabeth Boileau  
eaboileau@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11205 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elizabeth Cregan  

ekcregan@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elizabeth Furman  

elfurman241@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11215 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elizabeth Goetz  
ebgoetz@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elizabeth Moran  

elizabethcmoran@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elizabeth Saxe  

elizabeth.saxe29@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11238 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elizabeth Stilwell  

elizabethstilwell@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10025 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

elizabeth vargas  
elipaolavargas@gmail.com  

  
brooklyn, New York 11221 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

elizabeth.just.be@gmail.com  
  

Brooklyn , New York 11238 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I live in Brooklyn and support #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the 

deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a 

vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up for your 

constituents against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations.  

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability. NEW YORKERS ARE 

COUNTING ON YOU! 

Thank you. 

Ella Chodos-Irvine  
echodosi@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11233 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Ellen Burke 

Ellen Burke  

ellenameliaburke@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, 11025 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

- and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability -but they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are yet again escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts - despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council: we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process, where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Ellen Ross  
ellenka.b.ross@gmail.com  

  
NYC, New York 10003 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Ellen Winter  
ellenlwinter@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11205 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Elycia Castaneda  

elyciacastaneda@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11226 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emely Castro  

emelydcastro@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10033 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emely Pimentel  
emgem59@gmail.com  

  
College Point, New York 11356 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emilie Goldfinger  

emilie.goldfinger@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11205 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emilie Tumale  

emilietumale@gmail.com  

  

Elmhurst, New York 11373 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker of ongoing 20 years who supports 

#CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor 

Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, 

any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emily Ahn Levy  

emilyalevy@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11205 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emily Akers  

emyakers4@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emily Alcott  

emily.alcott.ny@gmail.com  

  

Ridgewood , New York 11385 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emily Amjad  
emilyamjad@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11201 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emily Bergerson  
emb2499@yahoo.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11213 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emily Ford  

emilyford723@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11206 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you, 

Emily  

Emily Grassett  

egrassett@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emily Harr  

eh.emilyharr@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emily Hoffman  

ehoff523@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11230 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emily Jampel  

emilyjampel@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11215 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you.  

Emily Kohl-Mattingley 

Emily Kohl-Mattingley  

emilykohlmattingley@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11233 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

Our family is avid users of the Brooklyn Public library and currently have our child enrolled in her 

local Pre-K program. We spend countless hours at the public pool in bedstuy as a family and have 

dropped compost off at our neighborhood garden. All of these programs make it possible for our 

family to continue to live and work in increasingly expensive New York City.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emily Levitt  
emlevitt@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11213 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emily Li  
li.emilym@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11238 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emily Motter  
emily.e.motter@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11206 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

These cuts are especially frustrating as the Mayor is falsely putting the blame on the asylum 

seekers who have arrived over the last year. This is despite the fact that it is not actually an 

unprecedented number of new arrivals, he has been wasting money on expensive no-bid 

contracts with bad actors, blocking NYCFHEPS improvements that would save us money 

AND get people into housing who need it, ignoring suggested alternatives from trustworthy 

sources, and exaggerating the projected cost of supporting asylum seekers in the coming 

years. It doesn't have to be like this. Getting us here was a choice, not an inevitability. And 

we have choices about where to go next. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emily Rinck  

rinckemi@gmail.com  

rinckemi@gmail.com  

Brooklyn, New York 11218 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

emily.lavieri.scull@gmail.com  
  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff.  

I am submitting written testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports 

#CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor 

Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, 

any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

It's embarrassing that we have come to this point. Public services should be fully funded, end 

of discussion. 

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 



Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emma Haviland-Blunk  

emma.havilandblunk@gmail.com  

  

Ridgewood, New York 11385 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emma Holtzman  
emma.holtzman17@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10003 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emma Loss  
loss.emmarose@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11217 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I 

VEHEMENTLY oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I 

ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic 

cuts to extremely essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. It’s reprehensible 

and devastating. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emma Piscia  
emmapiscia@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11238 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emma Saska  

em.b.saska@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11218 

 

  

c 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emma Witmer  

emma.witmer@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emmanuel Santos  

esantos1220@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11204 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

emmanueljames0809@gmail.com  

  

Canton, Ohio 44721 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emmanuelle Heyman  
emmanuelle.heyman@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Emory Kemph  
emorykemph@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11226 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. It’s a slap in the face and an outrage to 

the working people of this city. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Eric Alexander  
e.prestonalexander@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

  
erica.baum8@gmail.com  
81 Grand Street #2  
New York , New York 10013 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Erica Cerulo  

erica.cerulo@gmail.com  

  

BROOKLYN, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Erica Eliason  
eleliason@gmail.com  

  
BROOKLYN, New York 11231 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Erica Kreisberg  

ekreisberg04@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11228 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Erica Newton  

newton.erica@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Erin Maloney  

erin.p.maloney@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11220 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Erin Quinlan  
erinroseq@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10032 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Erin Triplett  

triplett.erin@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11213 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Est Hur  
estherhureh@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10002 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Eva Kolodner  
emkolodner@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, 11215 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Eva Roca  

eva.roca@gmail.com  

  

Queens, New York 11385-1348 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Eva Santos  

evasantos2312@hotmail.com  

  

Bronx, New York 10452 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Evan Smith  
evangsmith3@gmail.com  

.  
Brooklyn, New York 11231 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Evelyn C.  
1938cr@gmail.com  

  
BROOKLYN, New York 11217 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Evelyn Leon  

evelyn12799@gmail.com  

  

Hempstead, New York 11550 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Fatima Dizon  
fatimadizon14@gmail.com  

  
New York City, New York 10466 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Faustyna Hariasz  

fmhariasz@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11231 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 



We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Felicia Douglass  
felicia.douglass@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11220 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Fern Tishman  

tuttis_indrawn_00@icloud.com  

  

New York City , New York 10075 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

FLORE FOURET  

florefouret@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11231 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Fran Sanhueza  
fsmelendez@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Frances Smith  

leiby49@yahoo.com  

  

Schaghticoke , New York 12154 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

francesca t  
francescatse@yahoo.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11226 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Frederique Uster-Hug  

f.usterhug@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gabriel Smith  

gasmith521@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11225 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gabriel Wadford  
gabrielwadford8@yahoo.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11225 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gabriela Contreras  

elotroemaildegabriela@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10029 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gabriella Chen Fussner  
gabriellafussner@gmail.com  

  
New york, New York 10005 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gabriella Fuller  

gabrielafuller@aol.com  

  

New York , NY 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gabriella Napoli  
gnapoli21@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10034 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gabrielle Gundelfinger  

g.gundelfinger@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11226 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

gaby tola  
gabymarie1623@gmail.com  

  
miami, Florida 33183 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

How dare anybody in NYC government keep referring to NYC as the richest city in the world 

when we cannot afford to give students a quality public education; where we cut library 

service; and where parks are to be cleaned one day a week! And then the waste on 

overpolicing! And not having seats in public places. For the last twenty years, the refrain has 

been that we need to give more and more, while the rich give less. Either you support a 

middle class or not. These cuts are disingenuous and damaging long term for everybody, 

including the super wealthy. I do not support politicians who support these cuts!  

Gayle Snible 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 



planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gayle Snible  

gsnible@gmail.com  

  

Bronx, New York 10470 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gena Mimozo  
gmimozo@gmail.com  

  
Staten Island, New York 10301 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Genna Moss  
gmoss88@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11238 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I'm deeply opposed to the budget cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in 

the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote NO, any budget 

modification that contains these dire cuts to essential services for New Yorkers. 

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about the fifth round of cuts that slash about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were struggling to 

begin with. 

These drastic cuts are unconscionable, and many New Yorkers are already suffering under 

the previous cuts made by the Adams administration. Many are being forced to leave the city 

due to lack of affordability; they are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Genny Roman  

gennizel.roman@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11226 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Genoveva Vargas  
genoly.vc@gmail.com  

  
Middle village , New York 11379 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gillian Canavan  
gilliancanavan@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11231 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gina Femia  
ginafemia@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11214 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gloria Bonilla  

gloriambonilla@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Grace Amato  
grace99amato@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10009 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Grace Canlas  

gccanlas@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11215 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Grace Doyle  

dg56353@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11233 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Grace Jeon  

graceshinejeon@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11205 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I regularly go to the library, and it's a huge loss that it will no longer be open on the weekend. My 

friends are public school teachers, and they are struggling with cuts to their school district budgets. 

This is killing the society of New York. 

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Grace Rittenberg  
gracie.h.r.93@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11231 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Greta Bergin  

gkbergin@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10009 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Guadia Azize  
guadia12@yahoo.com  

  
Richmond Hill, New York 11418 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gulay Ucar  

gyucar@hotmail.com  

  

Woodside, New York 11377 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Gustav Fagerstrom  

gustav.fagerstrom@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11222 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

gwen sewell  

socialtrash420@gmail.com  

  

brooklyn, New York 11213 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hailey Desjardins  

hmdesjardins@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11237 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Haley Eggert  
halzie430@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11211 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record.  

I am a parent in New York who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget. I strongly 

oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. Libraries 

and public schools are invaluable institutions that my family and community benefit from 

every single day of our lives in NYC. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any 

budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 



Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you,  

Haley Hepworth 

Haley Hepworth  

haleyhepworth@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11233 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hannah Antalek  
hannahantalek@gmail.com  

  
Sunnyside, New York 11104 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hannah Beaudoin  

hhbeaudoin9@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11216 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hannah Berry  

hannahmberry24@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11237 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hannah Marshall  
Wowhannahwow@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11226 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hannah Martin  

olliverhann@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11203 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hannah Nobbe  

hnn1115@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11215 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hannah Wendel  

han.wendel@gmail.com  

  

Los Angeles, California 90027 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

hannah.solow@gmail.com  
  

Brooklyn, New York 11231 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hans Anggraito  
hans.anggraito@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11220 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hanya Shatara  
hanyas@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10031 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Harmony Seaburg  
harmonyseaburg@gmail.com  

  
New York , New York 10009 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Harriet Fraad  
hfraad@gmail.com  

  
NYC, New York 10009 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Harrow Sansom Choi  
harrowsansom@gmail.com  

  
New york, New York 10030 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hayden Manders  

haydenleland@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hayley Kosan  
hayley.kosan@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Heather Cuevas  
heatherc0831@gmail.com  

  
New york, New York 10032 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Heather Teeling  
heather.teeling@gmail.com  

  
Jackson Heights, New York 11372 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you.  

Heather Vatury 

Heather Vatury  

field2000@hotmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11205 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Heidi Devcich  
mickandheids@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11226 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

heidirosbe@gmail.com  

  

Jackson Heights, New York 11373 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Helen Rickey  
hcrickey@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Helen Schrayer  
helen.schrayer@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 11225 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Henry Craft  
hfc103097@yahoo.com  

  
New York, New York 10009 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hikma Abdulghani  
hiksmash@gmail.com  

  
brooklyn, New York 11205 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Hilary Davies  

hjdavieswrites@gmail.com  

  

Staten Island , New York 10306 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Holly Chong  
hollyhannahchong@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11206 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Holly Danzeisen  
hdanzeisen@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11205 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Holly Dowell  
hollyedowell@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11249 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Holly Sass  

hollyannsass@gmail.com  

  

BROOKLYN, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

hquijadasalazar@gmail.com  
  

Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humane support for newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

hsagefirestone@gmail.com  
  

Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Huayu Ouyang  
ouyang.huayu@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11201 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Huayu Ouyang  
ouyang.huayu@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11201 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

I L  
unowned.reviews-0n@icloud.com  

  
long island city, New York 11101 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Ian Riedel  
theianriedel@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11217 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you.  

Ife Olujobi  

Ife Olujobi  

ife.o.olujobi@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11225 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Ilana Weiss  
GrünbergWeiss.ilana@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11218 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Ilona Portnoy  

ilonastunzmusic@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11235 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Imana Gunawan  

imanagunawan@gmail.com  

  

New York , New York 10026 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a born and raised New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts 

and a #PeoplesBudget. I adamantly oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the 

November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget 

modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

My community, not just in Bushwick, but also Crown Heights and the rest of New York City, is 

deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut around $1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs 

from essential services in Fiscal Year 24; services that millions need but have been starved 

for years.  

The Mayor says he stands for New York— but these drastic cuts are extremely harmful to 

New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics. Many New Yorkers are being forced to 

leave the city due to lack of affordability.  

The Mayor’s unnecessary budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most 

billionaires in the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its 

current fiscal year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in 

future years. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

When I was a kid growing up in New York, the Brooklyn public library was my favorite place; 

my family didn’t have a lot of money, and it was free to go to to explore the programs they 

offered and all of the books they had. However, due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, libraries are 

cutting their hours, barring kids like young me from having safe places to learn and hang out.  

These cuts are also causing essential composting programs to shutter their doors, people to 

lose their jobs; education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are 



being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are being eliminated, and New 

Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Imani Russell  

imaninrussell@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11237 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Imani Wilson  
imaniewilson@gmail.com  

  
Laurelton, New York 11413 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Ina Gosar-Schankweiler  
ina.schankweiler@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Indri Saskiaputri  

didi.bbal@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

I’m losing Medicaid due to these cuts. 

Thank you. 

Ira Gamerman  

iragamerman@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Irene Turri  

irene.turri@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11213 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Isaac Werkman  

ijlwerkman@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10012 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Isabel Barber  
isabel.s.barber@gmail.com  

  
Ridgewood, New York 11385 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Isabel Nelson  

isabelsnelson@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11238 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Isabella De Matteo  
isabellademat@gmail.com  

  
Long Island City, New York 11101 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Isabella Gordon  

isabellarcg@gmail.com  

  

Astoria, New York 11103 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Isabella Urdahl  
bella.urdahl@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11201 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you.  

Isabelle 

Isabelle Khoo-Miller  

khooi559@newschool.edu  

  

New York, 10031 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

ishaftw@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10003 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Ishan Desai-Geller  
ishanmdg@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11231 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Izzy Dow  
izzydow@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11226 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services. As a CUNY student, these cuts will 

imperil many of the academic programs I and my peers rely on. 

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 



CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jack Noland  

jacknoland7@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11231 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jackie Collins  

jackiecollins010@gmail.com  

  

Valley Stream, New York 11581 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jackie Voluz  
jvoluz@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11218 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jacob Zacharia  
jacob@cornerstorenyc.com  

  
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jacqueline Duncan  
jxduncan14@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11222 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jacqueline T. Velasco  

Jacqueline Velasco  
t.isfortuesdays@gmail.com  

  
Ridgewood , New York 11385 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jacqui Painter  

jacqui.painter@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11231 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jade Rodriguez  

jaderodrigu@gmail.com  

  

Seaford, New York 11783 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jahna Ferron-Smith  

jahna.ferron.smith@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11225 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jaime Justen  

jmeactivism@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11215 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jaime Lutz  

jaime.lutz@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jake Huff  

jakehuff41@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11206 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jake Marshall  
jmrshll@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11237 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

James Best  

Jamesbest16@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

James Fields  
jgf1230@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

James Frierson  

rundrummer@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

James Leppert  
jimleppert.s1@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jamie Hill  
jamie.hill13@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jamie Kearns  

jleekearns@yahoo.com  

  

Brooklyn , 11225 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jamilah Elder  
jamilahelder@yahoo.com  

  
Woodside, New York 11377 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jan Descartes  

jandescartes@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11207 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports the #CareNotCuts cause and a 

#PeoplesBudget--and I strongly oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the 

November Financial Plan. I ask that the NYC Council put to a vote, and vote down, any 

budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about this fifth round of cuts that slash about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24--services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability--they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. As a NYer who enjoys frequenting city parks, and who enjoys the services 

afforded to me and the general public by the New York Public Library system, the proposed 

cuts to the Parks Department and the NYPL system are deeply concerning to me. 



Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. Given that current polling shows 

NYers like myself deeply opposed to the proposed budget cuts--with opposition standing at 

83%--you have the people on your side here. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jan Nova  

jcnova99@yahoo.com  

  

New York, New York 10033 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jane Zisman  
jzisman98@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with.  

I'm particularly distressed about the cuts to composting services -- this impacts public park 

spaces like the High Line, which utilizes the existing composting services at two locations to 

help recycle green waste and maintain the soil on the park. Composting is an important tool 

for improving long-term ecological sustainability in the city. And weekend library services 

extend important community services for thousands of New Yorkers, including the migrant 

communities. These services are crucial to the cultural and environmental health and well 

being of the city! 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary.  

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 



We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Janelle Grace  

janelle.grace@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Janine Cheng  

jc.janinecheng@gmail.com  

  

New york, New York 11222 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

jasmeen nijjar  
nijjarjasmeen@gmail.com  

  
new york , New York 10026 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jasmin Chang  

jchang220@gmail.com  

  

Jackson heights , New York 11372 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

The solution has never been more cops, more prisons, more barriers to entry, higher rents, 

lower wages and all the other terrible things you seem hellbent on doing. Access to resources 

that help educate and lift people out of poverty and funding for parks so people have access 

to clean air and safe car free environments to enjoy are just some of the things we 

desperately need. What is your end goal, a completely militarized state where only the 

extremely wealthy get to enjoy life?  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 



We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Do better 

Jasmin Jackson  

jasmin.jackson091@gmail.com  

  

Jackson Heights, New York 11372 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a Bronx resident who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

With the lack of guidance counselors at I.S. 123 students are now subjected to metal 

detectors instead of care. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jasmine Cordero  

jcordero91@gmail.com  

  

Bronx , New York 10472 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jasmine Goldman  

jasminegoldman@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11209 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jasmine Namyotov  

jasmine.namyotov@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11229 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jason Mercer  

jason.l.mercer@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10035 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 billion and 2,000 

jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jason Siegel  

jbsiegel5@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11222 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

jason suh  

jasontaeminsuh@gmail.com  

  

astoria, New York 11105 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jay Julio  
jayjuliostrings@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10040 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jaymie Lunt  

jaymielunt@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10003 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jazbel Wang  

jazbelw@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11221 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jazmin Morales  
jazmin.morales94@gmail.com  

  
Bronx, New York 10455 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jeanne Donegan  

jeanne.donegan@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jeanne Moran  

jeannelmk@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11233 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jeannine Cannone  
beuglydesign@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11230 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you.  

Jeffrey 

Jeffrey Caston  

jcaston33@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11217 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jehan Madhani  
jehan413@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11238 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jen Albanese  

jalbanese8@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11225 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jenah Silver  
jenahsilver@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jenelle Rose  

jenellekrose@gmail.com  

  

BROOKLYN, New York 11218 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

In particular I am outraged about the cuts to our libraries, schools, parks and composting all of which 

make our city a better place to live and raise a family!! It’s unconscionable that these programs are 

being cut while the NYPD operates with a budget larger than many countries’ militaries. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jenna Capeci  
saobaht@gmail.com  

  
Jackson Heights, New York 11372 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jenni Zakarin  

jzakarin@yahoo.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11225 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about this fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability, they 

are also completely unnecessary. They are wildly inequitable and once again show a 

complete disregard for the majority of New Yorkers.  

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely supporting newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 



CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jennifer Dolatshahi  

jennifer.tierney1@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker living in El Barrio who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial 

Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these 

drastic cuts to essential services. The scapegoating of migrants is also unacceptable and I implore 

you to speak up about why the problem is the way the Mayor has handled the situation not the 

migrants.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jennifer Hadlock  
jenorganizer@gmail.com  

  
New york, New York 10029 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. I’m shocked that anyone involved in policy in New York City could so easily 

ignore the needs of it’s people, and the resources required to create a robust life here. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. It’s also 

unacceptable given the unnecessary budget increases for the NYPD. I have not felt any more safe 

with their new, daily presence in my subway station. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jennifer Kaufman  
jenniferannkaufman@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11237 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jennifer Nulsen  

jennonkeys@yahoo.com  

  

New York , New York 10031 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jennifer Palomaa  
jepalomaa@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jennifer Perkins  
jen.m.perkins@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11218 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I am deeply concerned about this fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from 

essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin with.  

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability, they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely supporting newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. As a former NYC 

public school teacher and current CUNY employee, I genuinely see the impact of these cuts first 

hand.  

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jennifer Queenan  
jlqueenan@gmail.com  

  
Bronx, New York 10458 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jennifer St. Angelo  
jlstangelo@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jennifer Wagner  
jbwagner@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jennifer Young  
jencyoung@gmail.com  

  
New york, New York 10016 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jenny Poole  

jenny4826@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jennyrose Reyna  

Levres@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jeremy Latriano  

jxl5305@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11231 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jeremy Pinson  
jpinson365@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11237 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

jess augustyn  

jesstaugustyn@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11205 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jessamyn Lee  
jessamynlee@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff.  

I am submitting written testimony for public record. I am a public school educator and 

parent, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask the NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget 

modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

How do elected officials in a city with so many millionaires and billionaires - who could 

be taxed at a higher rate - justify a FIFTH round of cuts that cut about $1.4 billion and 

2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24? These cuts are extremely harmful to New 

Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics and many of whom are being forced to leave 

the city due to lack of affordability. 

These cuts are also unnecessary - the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, 

and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of 

strategies for managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, 

including curtailing uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating 

agencies, better planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, 

and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their 

doors, libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being 

slashed, CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of 

housing and service agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our 

children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, 

despite large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets.We need 

essential social services more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially 

need you to stand up against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 



Bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back cuts 

to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 

budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jesse Phillips-Fein  
phillipsfein@hotmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11201 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jesse VandenBergh  

jessedvandenbergh@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11225 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jessi Eoin  
eoinjessi@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11214-4110 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jessica DePasquale  
jessdepasqualee@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11226-6151 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jessica Joseph  

jessicajoseph91@gmail.com  

  

brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jessica Lin  
jessicaelin@gmail.com  

  
NEW YORK, New York 10003 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jessica Lundgren  
lundgren.jl@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11217 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jessica Rollins  
littlezen67@aol.com  

,  
Independence, Kentucky 41051 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jessica Steinke  
Jessica.steinke@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11217 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jessica Winston  

photodaisy@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11222 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jiayin Chen  

jiayin.chiayin.chen@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11231 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jill Fowle  

jillfowle@gmail.com  

  

Saugerties, New York 12477 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

  

jill.kibildis@gmail.com  

482 Franklin Ave Apt 7D  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. Money that has gone towards providing vital services and resources to 

your constituents and beyond are now being diverted to what end? This is unacceptable, and will 

seriously impact your supporters. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jillian Prego  
Jillprego@gmail.com  

  
Woodhaven, New York 11421 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jisu Kim  

jisukim1130@gmail.com  

  

New York 10024 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jo Suk  

suk.joanne@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11213 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Joanna Valliant  

valliant.jo@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11215 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am 

submitting written testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who 

supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep 

cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC 

Council to vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic 

cuts to essential services.  

I am deeply concerned about the proposed cuts of approximately $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24, services that were 

already starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are 

struggling to afford basics; they are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the 

most billionaires in the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has 

no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in the past, NYC has bridged 

comparable budget gaps to the ones now projected for future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a 

number of strategies for managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring 

such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed overtime, undoing the 

hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending 

on humanely supporting newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the 

city’s $8B reserve fund. 



We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services 

that New Yorkers rely on. Performance and Management Reports released 

in September show that essential services are already downgraded; from 

fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the Mayor’s latest cuts, essential composting programs are 

shuttering their doors, libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing 

their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is being gutted, 

childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency 

positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the 

ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts 

once again, despite large wasteful spending in their overtime and 

uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government with adequate 

city services and a social safety net now more than ever. Members of the 

NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against these cuts n 

upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to a vote and vote it down 

unless the Mayor rolls back cuts to essential services. 

Thank you. 

Joanne Koslofsky  
koslofskyj@gmail.com  

  
Bronx, New York 10458 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jocelyn Tsaih  

jocelyntsaih@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jodie Leidecker  
jodieleidecker@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11212 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

joel.w.tracy@gmail.com  
  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Joelle Berman  
joelleaberman@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Johanna Umpierre  
johanna.meola@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11209 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

AND WE NEED TO RECALL ADAMS. NOBODY CAN STAND THE MALIGNANT 

NARCISSIST. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 



Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

John Demicoli  

john.bravodemicoli@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11226 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

John Keating  
moreorlessbunk@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11220 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

John Ryan  
mrandmrsryan625@gmail.com  

  
Rochester, New York 14607 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

John Shepard  

jackfcarbery@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11211 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Johnny Hall  
kopsman124@yahoo.com  

  
Dana, Kentucky 41615-9051 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jon Boschetto  
jboschet@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11231 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff.  

I expect my city to provide public services. Education. Housing. Parks. Human Services. I do 

not consider these optional. You should not, either. Sanitation. 

There is a reserve fund. Use it. There is discretionary top-level management bloat. Attack it.  

But essential services - and make no mistake - schools are essential - must be spared. 

Agency-blind, across the board spending cuts - those are not right. It is your job to make 

decisions, even when they are hard.  

The human piece is crucial to understand, to help do the right thing. This is the fifth round of 

cuts. There are people who depend on these services to survive. But there are also people 

who depend on these services to survive with dignity - with education, with recreation. 

Staying alive matters - but the promise of this City should be more, much more.  

We need to help new immigrants. But we also need to learn to compost. They are both about 

our future. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again. 

We can do better. You can hold off the budget modifications until the Mayor does better. Let 

him roll back the cuts. Or bring the budget modification to a vote, and defeat it.  

The City is full of billionaires, and has a track record of bridging tough budgets. We can plan 

better. We can look away from essential services, and quality of life services. The Mayor can 

stop exempting his own agency. 

I support the #CareNotCuts and #PeoplesBudget initiatives.  

I ask you to use your power for the good of the people of this City. 



Thank you. 

Jonathan Halabi  

jd2718@gmail.com  

  

Bronx, New York 10458 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

PS The Mayor lives in Jersey. He has zero first hand experience dealing with and benefiting from the 

myriad essential services New York City residents like me and my neighbors depend on, that our tax 

dollars pay for. We definitely don’t need more policing. We got that. 

Jonathan Kreinik  
jnthnk2@outlook.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11211 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

jonathanwsoto@gmail.com  
  

Bronx, New York 10465 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jonna Hawthorne  

alianojoanna@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11225 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Joon Chung  

jychung23@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11217 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you.  

- Jordan Lovelace 

Jordan Lovelace  

jordanlovelace@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11222 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff:  

I am submitting written testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts 

and a #PeoplesBudget, and I OPPOSE the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote—and vote down— any budget modification that 

contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24—services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and, in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues WITHOUT requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and 

spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8 billion 

reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded, from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote—and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Joseph Pfister  
a1w2q6yef@mozmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11218 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Joseph Ver  

joseph.ricover@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair, and Staff: 

I am submitting written testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts 

and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that 

contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support for newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, the NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. This is not how I want my tax dollars to 

be spent. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and a social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Josephine Heston  
jvheston@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Josh Hemmo  

jhemmo03@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10032 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Honorable Members of the New York City Council, 

As we approach the end of the year, our city faces a crucial decision regarding the proposed 

budget cuts that threaten to significantly impact the lives of millions of New Yorkers. I am 

writing to you not just as a concerned citizen and a candidate for the New York State 

Assembly representing Harlem, but as someone deeply invested in the well-being and future 

of our city. 

The proposed budget cuts, totaling approximately $1.4 billion and resulting in the loss of 

2,000 essential service jobs, are deeply concerning. These cuts threaten to undermine the 

very services that are the lifeblood of our communities, particularly in areas like Harlem, 

where many residents rely on these crucial services. 

It is imperative that we approach our city's fiscal challenges with a balanced perspective, one 

that does not disproportionately burden those already struggling. The proposed cuts will have 

a cascading effect, not only on the services themselves but also on the morale and well-being 

of our communities. We must explore alternative solutions that do not involve further straining 

the resources of our working-class families. 

I urge the Council to consider the broader implications of these cuts and to seek solutions 

that address our city's financial challenges without compromising the integrity and 

accessibility of essential services. We have an opportunity to demonstrate thoughtful 

leadership by exploring other revenue-generating measures and efficiencies within our 

existing budget, rather than resorting to sweeping cuts that will have long-term detrimental 

effects. 

We must protect the investment in our city's future – our children, our families, our 

communities. I ask the Council to take a stand against these proposed cuts and to work 

collaboratively towards a budget that reflects the needs and values of all New Yorkers. 



Thank you for your time and consideration of these vital issues. I look forward to your 

response and to working together for the betterment of our city. 

Sincerely, 

Joshua Clennon  

Candidate for NY State Assembly, Harlem District 70 

Joshua Clennon  

joshua@joshuaclennon.com  

  

New York , New York 10026 
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