[bookmark: _GoBack]Staff:			Committee on Parks and Recreation
							Kris Sartori, Senior Counsel
							Patrick Mulvihill, Senior Policy Analyst
							Michael Sherman, Senior Finance Analyst

	
		


[image: ]         






THE NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL

COMMITTEE REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION
Andrea Vazquez, Legislative Director
Bradley J. Reid, Deputy Director 

COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION
Hon. Shekar Krishnan, Chairperson


October 5, 2023




Proposed Int. No. 576-A:	By Council Members Joseph, Hanif, Avilés, Nurse, Gutiérrez, Krishnan, Powers, Sanchez, Won, Narcisse, Brewer, Riley, Cabán, Stevens, Richardson Jordan, Louis, Menin, Velázquez, Marte, Schulman, Gennaro, Rivera, De La Rosa, Williams, Ayala, Ossé, Farías, Abreu, Feliz and Kagan (by request of the Manhattan Borough President)
 
Title:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring reporting on the features and condition of public restrooms

Admin Code:					Amends section 18-158 



Proposed Int. No. 1065-A:	By Council Members Bottcher, Krishnan, Brewer, Louis, Cabán, Farías, Riley, Ossé, Nurse, Ung, Hanif, Restler, Abreu, Gutiérrez, Richardson Jordan, Menin, Rivera, Avilés, Ayala, Sanchez, Schulman, Marte, Narcisse, Lee, Velázquez, Powers, Gennaro, Won, Dinowitz and Joseph
 
Title:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to an urban forest plan

Admin Code:					Adds section 18-164



INTRODUCTION

	On October 5, 2023, the Committee on Parks and Recreation, chaired by Council Member Shekar Krishnan, will hold a hearing to consider Proposed Int. No. 576-A, sponsored by Council Member Rita Joseph, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring reporting on the features and condition of public restrooms. This legislation was originally heard at a hearing held on March 1, 2023, during which the Committee received testimony from the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), advocates, and other interested parties. More information about this bill, along with the materials for that hearing, can be accessed here. 
The Committee will also consider Proposed Int. No. 1065-A, sponsored by Council Member Erik Bottcher, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to an urban forest plan. This legislation was originally heard at a hearing held on June 13, 2023, during which the Committee received testimony from DPR, advocates, and other interested parties. More information about this bill, along with the materials for that hearing, can be accessed here.

LEGISLATION
Below is a brief summary of the legislation being considered today by this Committee. This summary is intended for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is attached below.

Proposed Int. No. 576-A, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring reporting on the features and condition of public restrooms

Proposed Int. No. 576-A would require DPR to inspect and issue a report on each public restroom under its jurisdiction that has routinely been given an unacceptable rating after having been inspected by DPR. DPR would also be required to maintain a website that would include information about the location of each restroom and the condition and functionality of features in each public restroom (i.e., the cleanliness and the conditions of fixtures like sinks and toilets in such restrooms), as determined by DPR inspections.
	This local law would take effect immediately.

Proposed Int. No. 1065-A, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to an urban forest plan

Proposed Int. No. 1065-A would require an agency selected by the Mayor, in consultation with DPR, the Mayor’s Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability, and other relevant government agencies and entities to create an Urban Forest Plan that aims to help the City expand the tree canopy from the current 22% coverage to 30% coverage. The plan would be required to evaluate the distribution, health, and stability of the City’s urban forest, identify the causes of tree canopy cover and urban forest gain or reduction, and recommend strategies to remediate any urban forest loss, as well as prevent similar loss in the future and facilitate gain in the tree canopy. It would also include an outreach plan to educate real property owners by providing them with information and strategies on how to protect and expand the trees and vegetation located on private property. The plan would also require the City to collect LIDAR data to monitor the effectiveness of the plan and the condition of the tree canopy at least once every 5 years. Finally, the plan would be required to be submitted to the Mayor and Council and be updated no less than once every 10 years.
	This local law would take effect immediately. 

































Proposed Int. No. 576-A
 
By Council Members Joseph, Hanif, Avilés, Nurse, Gutiérrez, Krishnan, Powers, Sanchez, Won, Narcisse, Brewer, Riley, Cabán, Stevens, Richardson Jordan, Louis, Menin, Velázquez, Marte, Schulman, Gennaro, Rivera, De La Rosa, Williams, Ayala, Ossé, Farías, Abreu, Feliz and Kagan (by request of the Manhattan Borough President)
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring reporting on the features and condition of public restrooms
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 18-158 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 67 for the year 2022, is amended to read as follows:
a. Definition. For the purposes of this section, the term “park feature” means a structural or landscape element of a park or other property under the jurisdiction of the department, including, but not limited to: athletic fields; benches; fences; lawns; horticultural areas; paved surfaces; play equipment; public restrooms and the fixtures within; safety surfacing; sidewalks; trees; unpaved trails; and any condition related to cleanliness, such as the presence of litter, graffiti, broken glass, ice or weeds.
§ 2. Section 18-158 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision e to read as follows:
e. The department shall maintain a website listing all public restrooms under the jurisdiction and management of the commissioner, which shall include:
1. The location of each public restroom;
2. The number of sinks, toilets and changing tables in each public restroom;
3. A website link to data related to the general level of cleanliness of each public restroom and the condition and functionality of each feature and the fixtures within, as determined by an inspection performed pursuant to this section;  
4. A website link to information regarding department reporting procedures for complaints related to applicable accessibility requirements; and
5. Any other feature of each public restroom the department deems relevant.
§ 3. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Proposed Int. No. 1065-A
 
By Council Members Bottcher, Krishnan, Brewer, Louis, Cabán, Farías, Riley, Ossé, Nurse, Ung, Hanif, Restler, Abreu, Gutiérrez, Richardson Jordan, Menin, Rivera, Avilés, Ayala, Sanchez, Schulman, Marte, Narcisse, Lee, Velázquez, Powers, Gennaro, Won, Dinowitz and Joseph
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to an urban forest plan
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-164 to read as follows: 
§ 18-164 Urban forest plan. a. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Designated agency. The term “designated agency” means an agency or office designated by the mayor to implement the requirements of this section.
Light detection and ranging. The term “light detection and ranging” means a form of measuring variable distances to earth from the air using a laser or other light source to gather 3-dimensional information about surface characteristics of the earth.
Urban forest. The term “urban forest” means all the trees contained within New York city, whether or not they are under the jurisdiction of the commissioner or on property owned by the city.
b. On or before July 31, 2025, and every 10 years thereafter, the designated agency, in consultation with the department and the mayor’s office of long-term planning and sustainability or successor office, shall develop and report on an urban forest plan that identifies strategies and sets goals to protect, care for, and expand the urban forest canopy with an overall goal of equitably expanding the urban forest canopy to cover 30 percent of land within the city. Such plan shall be submitted to the mayor and the speaker of the council and be posted on the website of the designated agency.
c. The designated agency shall collaborate with any other agency, state agency, public authority, or person that the designated agency deems to have appropriate information or expertise to assist in the plan’s development.
d. Such plan shall:
1. Consider data relevant to evaluating the distribution, extent, health, and stability of the city’s urban forest, including the light detection and ranging data required by subdivision e of this section;
2. Identify the causes of tree canopy cover and urban forest gain or reduction, and recommend strategies to remediate any urban forest loss, prevent similar loss in the future, and facilitate gain;
3. Describe any initiatives or programs to be undertaken by the city, and any initiatives or programs known to the designated agency that are to be undertaken by any other government entity, to reach the goals set in the plan; and
4. Include an outreach strategy to educate real property owners and other stakeholders by providing them with information and strategies on how to advance the goals set in the plan by protecting and expanding the number of trees located on property not under the jurisdiction of the commissioner nor owned by the city.
e. On or before July 31, 2025, and every 5 years thereafter, the designated agency shall collect or procure light detection and ranging data, or other data that similarly provides tree canopy assessment information, to monitor the canopy coverage of the urban forest and measure the growth or loss of tree canopy coverage and track progress towards the goal of urban forest canopy cover provided by subdivision b of this section.
f. Nothing in this section shall require or authorize the commissioner to take control of any tree not already under the commissioner’s jurisdiction.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
 
 
 
CoJM/KS
LS #10017, 10023, 10024, 10323, 12257
9/6/23 4:45PM




 





























9

image1.png




