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          1  COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I call the

          3  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections to

          4  order. Will the members please find their seats.

          5                 Will the Sergeant-At-Arms please let

          6  the members on the Rules Committee know that we

          7  started the Rules Committee meeting. Thank you.

          8                 Pursuant to Section 192 of Chapter 8

          9  of the New York City Charter, the City Planning

         10  Commission shall consist of the Chair and 12 other

         11  members. The Mayor appoints the Chair and six other

         12  members, the Public Advocate appoints one member,

         13  and the five Borough Presidents each appoint one

         14  member. All the members, except for the Chair, are

         15  subject to the advise and consent of the City

         16  Council, and no member shall hold any other City

         17  office.

         18                 Members other than the Chair are

         19  appointed for a five-year term, except that the

         20  initial appointments were for staggered terms.

         21                 As stated in Section 192-(d) of

         22  Chapter 8 of the New York City Charter, the City

         23  Planning Commission shall be responsible for the

         24  conduct of the planning relating to the orderly

         25  growth and improvement and future development of the
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          2  City, including adequate and appropriate resources

          3  for the housing, business industry, transportation,

          4  distribution, recreation, comfort, convenience,

          5  health and welfare of the population.

          6                 Further, the Commission in Section

          7  192-(d) is given the duty of overseeing the

          8  implementation of laws that require environmental

          9  review of actions taken by the City.

         10                 The Commission is also mandated to

         11  file with the Mayor, the Council, the Public

         12  Advocate and the Borough President every four years

         13  a zoning and planning report. The salary of the

         14  Chair is $150,000, the salary of the Vice Chair is

         15  $51,900 and member salary is $45,131.

         16                 The nominee for appointment today is

         17  Angela Cavaluzzi, who is the appointment of the

         18  Manhattan Borough President for the remainder of a

         19  five-year term which will expire on June 30th, 2004.

         20  Ms. Cavaluzzi is a resident of Manhattan and the

         21  members have a resume and a report of the

         22  Investigation Division.

         23                 Now, we have before us our Borough

         24  President of Manhattan who would like to testify on

         25  this nomination.
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          2                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: Thank you,

          3  Mr. Chairman.

          4                 And to Mr. Chairman, and members of

          5  the Rules Committee, thank you for conducting this

          6  hearing today, and I certainly am here to speak in

          7  support of the nomination of Angela Cavaluzzi.

          8                 The good news is that Angela comes

          9  with knowledge of government in urban planning, so

         10  that in this capacity I believe that she will be

         11  able to move in and immediately begin to do the

         12  necessary work of the Commission.

         13                 As you know, she has been director of

         14  the Land Use Office within the Manhattan Borough

         15  President's Office since February of 1998, and in

         16  that role she has directed, coordinated and helped

         17  to plan large scale, medium-sized, as well as small

         18  Land Use issues in the Borough of Manhattan. And she

         19  certainly has done that with a great deal of

         20  professionalism, brining knowledge to that office

         21  and able to negotiate some very controversial and

         22  contentious projects at times.

         23                 So, I think through that, not only

         24  has she shown skill and knowledge, but also a

         25  temperament that is needed to work with a diverse
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          2  group of people throughout this borough and

          3  throughout this City, and of course prior to joining

          4  the Office of the Manhattan Borough President, she

          5  was in fact a staff member here at the City Council

          6  as part of the Land Use staff, and quite frankly,

          7  that is when I became very aware and knowledgeable

          8  of the strength and the kind of person that Angela

          9  is, a very devoted professional, someone who is

         10  willing to take the necessary time, and someone who

         11  really invests herself in a way that has helped to

         12  make a difference in the project that I certainly

         13  was a part of here in the City Council.

         14                 Educationally she comes very well

         15  prepared with a master's degree of science and

         16  architectural and urban design. So, I think that

         17  overall, Angela is someone we can all look to, work

         18  with, based on her knowledge, her understanding, her

         19  temperament and her commitment.

         20                 And despite the fact that there are a

         21  number of really outstanding people who applied, I

         22  think she stands certainly at the top of the list. I

         23  only had one consideration when I was considering

         24  Angela, and I had to really think about it a long

         25  time and that was because she comes from Starkville,
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          2  Mississippi, so Stanley decided to look up where

          3  Starkville is on the map and he indeed found it in

          4  the State of Mississippi, Starkville is there, so

          5  with that that helped to legitimize and

          6  credentialize her in a way that we certainly had no

          7  problem in making that decision.

          8                 So, as you can see, I am excited

          9  about this. I look forward to Angela joining the

         10  City Planning Commission, and furthering the work of

         11  this Borough, in this City, and for the people of

         12  New York in a way that I think we will all be very

         13  pleased.

         14                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: All right.

         16                 Any questions of the Borough

         17  President?

         18                 Council Member Eisland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: I don't have

         20  a question. Obviously, Angela does not sit in front

         21  of us without having a track record with the

         22  Council, and particularly with me. She was

         23  certainly, as I expressed to you when you were kind

         24  enough to inform me that you were commandeering

         25  Angela, that Angela was a very, very technically
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          2  proficient person on our staff, but above and beyond

          3  that, I think she will go into her new role because

          4  she is a person that is able to interact and give

          5  information and assess things in a very even-handed

          6  way, and in a very nice way.

          7                 So, I commend you for taking her and

          8  moving her along and now moving her into another

          9  position that I think the City will be fortunate, as

         10  will you, Madam Borough President, to have her as

         11  representative on the City Planning Commission.

         12                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: Thank you.

         13                 Thank you, Councilwoman.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         15  Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Madam

         17  President, we are from the same home, even though we

         18  went to different schools, and I just wanted to ask

         19  one question.

         20                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: And grew up

         21  at different times.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: That's right.

         23  Don't forget that. You were just a child when I was

         24  out there getting my head beaten in by others and

         25  the President of the United States, but I want to
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          2  make one request.

          3                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: When I leave

          5  this job, would you give me the type of

          6  recommendation you just gave this young lady?

          7                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: I would be

          8  happy to, Council member.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Good. It is

         10  the best I have heard since we have been down here,

         11  and I congratulate her.

         12                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: Thank you

         13  so much, Council Member.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Are there other

         15  questions or comments?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I have a

         17  question, too.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         19  Michels.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I am asking

         21  around, Madam Borough President, on whether or not

         22  anybody is aware of before this, and I don't in the

         23  limited time I have been on this Committee, of a

         24  Borough President coming before this Committee in

         25  support of an appointment of hers to a board. So I
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          2  think that this speaks of your great confidence and

          3  the fact that you feel very strongly about this

          4  candidate, because you are here. I don't recall this

          5  ever being done, this may very well be precedent

          6  setting. So, I think that is very good that you have

          7  done that.

          8                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: You are

         10  familiar with Mississippi more than I am, how far

         11  from is where Angela was from is from Hattiesburg,

         12  Mississippi?

         13                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS:

         14  Hattiesburg? We probably will have to ask the

         15  candidate that, because I had a problem finding it

         16  on the map.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: But you would

         18  be more familiar, after all you are from Birmingham,

         19  Alabama, and that is the neighboring city.

         20                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: Right. But

         21  believe it or not, I have never been to the State of

         22  Mississippi. So I still have that to look forward

         23  to.

         24                 But I just want to comment --

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: During that
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          2  period of time you were very much occupied in

          3  Alabama.

          4                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: In Alabama,

          5  right.

          6                 Following in the footsteps of Council

          7  Member Foster. But I just want to thank each and

          8  every one of you for your comments and to stay to

          9  Council Member Eisland, again, because we worked

         10  together on the Land Use Committee, I as the chair

         11  of one of the Subcommittees and Angela as staff, and

         12  I think again that speaks to the continuity that I

         13  think we will see in our work here in the City and

         14  certainly in this Borough, to know that we are

         15  bringing on now someone who has that kind of

         16  experience, and I think we should not undermine or

         17  minimize, I should say, the importance of someone

         18  coming in with an understanding of government,

         19  because it is not always easy, and we know again,

         20  the many different and diverse groups and

         21  individuals in this Land Use business and to be able

         22  to negotiate that compromise, listen and work

         23  together and still get things done, I think speaks

         24  volumes. And that is what I think we demonstrated,

         25  Councilwoman Eisland, when we worked together, and
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          2  that is why I was so pleased to bring Angela to the

          3  Office of the Manhattan Borough President and now to

          4  stand firmly in support of her recommendation to the

          5  City Planning Commission, Council Member Michels.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes, well, I

          7  think as one of the considerations, and I should ask

          8  you as a question, the fact that she doesn't start

          9  from an inexperienced spot.

         10                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: Right.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: That she

         12  comes aboard with a running start. Is that one of

         13  your considerations in determining --

         14                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: Indeed it

         15  was. Indeed it was, that she will come at a position

         16  where, again, January 1, the first meeting I think

         17  of the Commission is January 3rd, and she will be

         18  able to go into that meeting being fully

         19  knowledgeable, aware of the process of the people

         20  and of the role that she will be expected to play.

         21  So that was indeed a consideration.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: She being an

         23  architect and the graduate of a good architectural

         24  school in Mississippi, you are now the architect of

         25  her appointment with the City Planning Commission.
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          2                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: So I feel

          3  very proud about that.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Okay, thank

          5  you.

          6                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: Thank you,

          7  Council member.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          9  Spigner.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Just a word.

         11  I guess I am a little older than Council Member

         12  Foster, so maybe I have been around awhile longer

         13  than him. I have never been to Mississippi, but my

         14  son told me one day that he was traveling through

         15  Mississippi on his way to some destination and I was

         16  frightened to death, just the thought of him going

         17  through Mississippi, and it wasn't that long ago. I

         18  don't know whether anyone else has those types of

         19  feelings based on historical experiences, and it is

         20  bad that some of these scars are still so fresh, in

         21  some of us are still alive who experienced them

         22  firsthand. So, I am going to still vote for Ms.

         23  Cavaluzzi. I have known here in our work with the

         24  Council, and I think it is important that you be

         25  here to endorse her appointment and speak for her.
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          2  But let us not forget, all right.

          3                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: Indeed.

          4  Unfortunately, that is a part of our legacy and a

          5  part of our history, and when I said that even being

          6  from Birmingham, Alabama, I never traveled to

          7  Mississippi and one of the reasons is because of the

          8  terrible things that we all know certainly as people

          9  of color in Mississippi.

         10                 But the good news I think certainly

         11  with Angela, as someone who grew up during parts of

         12  these times, that she moved beyond that and

         13  continues to show that even out of those difficult

         14  places like Mississippi we have people coming who

         15  are balanced, who are fair, who are able to work

         16  across all lines, racially, ethnically, religiously

         17  and otherwise, so I think that she speaks to what

         18  can happen and continues to carry forth the mantle

         19  of doing things in a way that transcend what Council

         20  Member Spigner talked about and I think that she is

         21  certainly a good reflection of the positive forces

         22  out of Mississippi.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         24  Wooten.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Thank you very
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          2  much. I don't see mixing that kind of concept from

          3  someone that has worked with us for so long and we

          4  know very well being fair and honest, because there

          5  are some Mississippi New Yorkers, and I don't get

          6  excited about what was. I am more excited about what

          7  is, and Angela is that kind of character and not

          8  only can knowledgeably represent the Borough of

          9  Manhattan, but she represents the entire City of New

         10  York, because she has been there in that kind of

         11  position to offer all of us the technical

         12  assistance. I don't think there is a borough or

         13  Council Member here in the City of New York that she

         14  hasn't touched in some way. So, I am just pleased

         15  that my former colleague still is looking for those

         16  talents that impact positive, and Angela, I look

         17  forward to your continued protection of me as well.

         18                 Welcome.

         19                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: Thank you,

         20  Councilwoman.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I thank you.

         22                 I now will hear from the candidate

         23  herself.

         24                 Welcome to the Committee on Rules,

         25  Privileges and Elections. Would you like to make a
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          2  statement?

          3                 MS. CAVALUZZI: Yes, thank you. The

          4  first thing that I would like to do, of course, is

          5  thank the Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia

          6  Fields. It has been wonderful working for her over

          7  the past two years and before that, and one of the

          8  main things I have learned from Virginia is to

          9  really keep focused, keep focused on your vision and

         10  your priorities, which she has done as the Borough

         11  President, and we share many of the same visions for

         12  the Borough, and as well as the rest of the City for

         13  the Second Avenue Subway, or Hudson River Park,

         14  Frederick Douglas Boulevard revitalization.

         15                 And I also have always appreciated

         16  and respected her decision-making abilities,

         17  especially in this case, but in all other cases,

         18  because I do think, and she said it better than I,

         19  considering the qualifications that I have and

         20  basically that I am ready to hit the ground running

         21  to really help set the planning policy for the City.

         22                 I also wanted to thank my husband who

         23  is here today, Peter Cavaluzzi, who is an architect,

         24  who has always been very supportive and is someone

         25  that I can sound ideas off of and also helps me come
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          2  up with some great ideas for the City.

          3                 And I did want to thank all of the

          4  Council members and Council Member Eisland, for the

          5  experience I had here at the City Council, working

          6  on projects throughout the City and everyone's

          7  neighborhood, which I think will also help me in

          8  terms of helping to work for that vision for the

          9  whole City, and also the Land Use staff led by Gail

         10  Benjamin who as a novice to government really helped

         11  me to learn about government, helped me to come to

         12  practical solutions but to not lose sight of the

         13  grand ideas that are there, and that we should all

         14  continue to press forward for.

         15                 And also, my children couldn't be

         16  here today, but Caroline and Andrew, who have also

         17  taught me the challenges and benefits of rearing

         18  children in the City. I am a soccer mom now, I go to

         19  Randalls and Wards Island looking for soccer fields,

         20  and I think that was something that will also add to

         21  my experience as a fellow New Yorker in terms of the

         22  experience.

         23                 And one thing I did want to mention

         24  about when I first came to New York, as I was

         25  getting on the plane in New Orleans to come to New
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          2  York, my mother who actually lived briefly in

          3  Brooklyn, in Sunset Park, said to me, it is not that

          4  New Yorkers are not friendly, they are friendly, but

          5  they are just in a hurry. And as I have been here

          6  and worked in many capacity and seen, you know, the

          7  magnificent city that we have created here, I do see

          8  that there is a lot more to accomplish, and no

          9  wonder we are all in a hurry because we have got a

         10  lot to do, and I look forward to using my experience

         11  and working to make this a more beautiful and more

         12  livable city for all of us.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: What experience

         15  have you actually had with the City Planning

         16  Commission in any of the past positions you have

         17  held?

         18                 MS. CAVALUZZI: Well, you know, I have

         19  worked with them.  At the City Council here we

         20  worked with them or sort of partly worked with them

         21  on the big box retail project, which the Land Use

         22  Committee and the staff worked diligently and went

         23  around to the manufacturing areas around the city,

         24  saw that many of those are viable manufacturing

         25  areas and looked at the proposal and made some
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          2  technical recommendations and ended up creating a

          3  vote, I mean having a vote for that. But I think

          4  that was one of the ways that we worked with the

          5  City Planning Commission.

          6                 Recently we are working with the City

          7  Planning Commission at the Manhattan Borough

          8  President's Office on the signage regulations, as

          9  well as the bulk program, which relates to the

         10  building heights, which is something that will be

         11  coming before the City Council in the near future.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: What was your

         13  impression in terms of the work of the City Planning

         14  Commission, in terms of your relationship with them?

         15  Did you find that they were competent, that they

         16  were able to move things along, prevent undue

         17  delays? Or did you find that there were problems

         18  there?

         19                 MS. CAVALUZZI: Well, I absolutely

         20  think they are competent and they have many great

         21  staff members that have been there for a long time

         22  and know what they are doing, and I think that the

         23  main thing that I would like to see as I am there is

         24  to work with them, to understand that communication,

         25  collaboration is very important and that we want to

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            20

          1  COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  make sure that the Council members that are involved

          3  or the Borough Presidents, that everybody is

          4  informed, or there is an informed decision before

          5  something comes up for a vote so we can all work

          6  together and that there would be a positive vote and

          7  we can get things done.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Now, you have

          9  undergone a very detailed investigation and I want

         10  to compliment you because everything looks perfect

         11  in terms of your background and experience and

         12  without any problems at all, which is a rarity for

         13  any candidate.

         14                 But I would like to say, as you know,

         15  we are very concerned about possible conflicts of

         16  interest. This is one of the major responsibilities

         17  of the Committee to see that candidates that we

         18  recommend don't get into any difficulties because

         19  they are not aware of what they could do and they

         20  couldn't do under the ethics of the City.

         21                 Now, I know for a fact that you are a

         22  member of the Streets and Sidewalks Committee of the

         23  Municipal Arts Society and occasionally they make

         24  recommendations to the Department of City Planning

         25  and the City Planning Commission concerning
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          2  sidewalks, lampposts and things of that nature; what

          3  role do you play on that Committee?

          4                 MS. CAVALUZZI: Well, I have been an

          5  inactive member of that Subcommittee since I took

          6  the role as Director of Land Use at the Manhattan

          7  Borough President's Office and am willing to

          8  certainly resign, or if there needs to be some kind

          9  of technical paperwork or something done from that,

         10  so that that isn't any conflict.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: That is up to you

         12  as to whether or not you would resign. It is just

         13  that if anything comes up before your Committee that

         14  relates to your work in the City Planning Commission

         15  then you should recuse yourself from participating

         16  in that because it may eventually end up before your

         17  body.

         18                 MS. CAVALUZZI: Right.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay. The Speaker

         20  has joined us and has been waiting very patiently,

         21  and unfortunately he has other business that is very

         22  important, and would like permission of the

         23  Committee to vote at this time.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And just before I

         25  vote and take five other members of your Committee
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          2  with me, since we have another meeting we must start

          3  right now, I want to say to Angela Cavaluzzi that

          4  you are one of the best additions to the City

          5  Planning Commission that I have ever been privileged

          6  to have a vote for. You are one of the reasons why I

          7  think our Land Use staff is the best anywhere in the

          8  country. You are a tremendous example of an

          9  enthusiastic, capable, diligent person, witnessed by

         10  an excellent Borough President, former colleague of

         11  ours who was wise enough to take you from us and put

         12  you on her staff. You actually, as I recall, were

         13  the person who recommended for the first time the

         14  guidelines for our historic districts, which was one

         15  of the great innovations that we implemented here

         16  from our City Hall staff. So, I am very delighted at

         17  this time to vote for you, to wish you good luck and

         18  to say this is a tremendous addition for our town.

         19                 So, with your permission, Mr.

         20  Chairperson, I would like to be able to vote and to

         21  ask also from my Minority Leader and the other three

         22  members of the steering group that are here, in case

         23  you have any more questions, to be able to vote

         24  also.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, well, I am
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          2  just going to ask one more question, and then I

          3  think everybody can vote.

          4                 You are aware that under the City

          5  Charter, Section 2604.A1 forbidding public servants

          6  from having any interest in any firms that do

          7  business with the City; are you familiar with all of

          8  the ethical requirements?

          9                 MS. CAVALUZZI: Yes, I am. I have read

         10  that and I have a copy of it here.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay. And you are

         12  agreeing to abide by them?

         13                 MS. CAVALUZZI: Yes. Yes, I am,

         14  Chairman.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: You are aware of

         16  the fact that your husband will be restricted to

         17  some degree in his practice as well?

         18                 MS. CAVALUZZI: Yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

         20                 Any other questions?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Yes, one

         22  quick question, Mr. Chairman.

         23                 Ms. Cavaluzzi, how long have you been

         24  living in New York?

         25                 MS. CAVALUZZI: Fifteen years.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Okay, thank

          3  you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, hearing no

          5  other questions, we will have a roll call.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Mr. Chairman,

         10  I am going to vote aye. I would hope the City

         11  Planning Commission is large enough to have recent

         12  New Yorkers on that body, and given her intensive

         13  involvement in government and City issues since her

         14  arrival in this City, I feel that it is an

         15  appropriate vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Aye, and

         19  congratulations.

         20                 MS. CAVALUZZI: Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Can I be

         23  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         24                 I enthusiastically vote aye and it is

         25  my great privilege, not to be on the Committee, but
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          2  to work with Angela and to watch her very carefully,

          3  and I evaluated her credentials, she is a superb

          4  candidate and will be a superb member of the City

          5  Planning Commission, and I am very proud of her, as

          6  well as my Borough President for appointing her.

          7                 Thank you. Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Most happily,

         10  aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: A very yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of

         16  nine in the affirmative, none in the negative, and

         17  no abstentions, the item is adopted.

         18                 Please sign the reports.

         19                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS: Thank you,

         20  Mr. Chairman, and members of the Committee.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: This completes

         23  the business of the Committee on Rules, Privileges

         24  and Elections on this date.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            26

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 16th day of December 1999.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------
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