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I. INTRODUCTION
On Thursday, February 27, 2025, the Committee on Children & Youth, chaired by Council Member Althea Stevens, held a vote on Introduction Number (Int. No.) 9-B, sponsored by Council Member Ayala, in relation to providing information about obtaining counsel at the first point of contact during a covered proceeding, and Int. No. 794-A, sponsored by Council Member Stevens, in relation to the composition of the youth board. The Committee originally heard Int. No. 9-B at a hearing on December 12, 2024, and Int. 794-A on October 30, 2024, at which the Committee received testimony from representatives from the New York City (NYC) Administration for Children’s Services (ACS), NYC Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD), and youth services providers. On February 27, 2025, the Committee on Children & Youth passed Int. 9-B and Int. 794-A by a vote of four in the affirmative, zero in the negative and zero abstentions.
II. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 

Int. No. 9-B 
This bill would require ACS to provide information about where to access legal services for parents or guardians after ACS makes contact for the first time with such parents or guardians at the onset of an ACS child protective investigation, or an ACS child protective response. 
Since being heard, this bill received technical edits. This bill was also amended to require the information be given to parents/guardians at first point of contact. The bill was amended to require ACS to provide this information at the onset of a non-investigatory child protective response, in addition to ACS child investigations.  
Int. No. 794-A 
This bill would require that appointments or recommendations for youth board members must be made with best efforts to ensure that appointees have demonstrated relevant experience in the area of youth welfare. Additionally, this bill would require that, to the extent practicable, at least 3 members of the board be between the ages of 16-24, in order to ensure actual youth representation. 
Since being heard, this bill received technical edits. This bill was amended to require at least 3 members of the board be between the ages of 16-24, instead of 1 member. The bill was also amended to ensure that no member would be invalidated for turning 25 years old. 
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Int. No. 9-B

By Council Members Ayala, Louis, Hanif, Hudson, Ung, Sanchez, Brannan, Won, Gutiérrez, Brooks-Powers, Stevens, Brewer, Abreu and Cabán

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing information about obtaining counsel at the first point of contact during a covered proceeding
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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1

Section 1. Chapter 9 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-925 to read as follows:
§ 21-925 Provision of information about legal services. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 
Child protective report. The term “child protective report” means a report made to the state central register of child abuse and maltreatment that results in either: an ACS child protective investigation conducted pursuant to section 424 of the social services law, or an ACS child protective response provided pursuant to section 427-a of the social services law, which may include alternative interventions and supportive services in lieu of a formal investigation.
Covered individual. The term “covered individual” means a parent or other person legally responsible for the care of a child, other than a foster parent, or employee, volunteer, owner or operator of a day care facility who is the subject of a child protective report.
Covered proceeding. The term “covered proceeding” means an ACS child protective investigation conducted pursuant to section 424 of the social services law, or an ACS child protective response provided pursuant to section 427-a of the social services law. 
Legal services. The term “legal services” means no-cost or low-cost individualized legal assistance provided in a single consultation or provided for a longer period of time by an organization that has the capacity to provide legal services to a covered individual in connection with a covered proceeding.
b. When an ACS child protective caseworker initiates direct engagement with a covered individual at the onset of a covered proceeding, such ACS child protective caseworker shall provide information to such covered individual on where they may obtain legal services.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.

Session 13
CY
LS #7713
2/19/2025 6:18PM

LS #7713
1/19/2024

Session 12
ACK
LS #7713
7/25/2022





































Int. No. 794-A

By Council Members Stevens, Banks, Louis, Salaam, Brewer, Brooks-Powers, Narcisse, Hanks, Hanif, Won and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)

..Title
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the composition of the youth board
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Subdivisions b and c of section 734 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 81 for the year 1996, are amended to read as follows:
b. The youth board shall be representative of the community, and shall include persons representing the areas of social service, health care, education, business, industry and labor. To the extent practicable, at least 3 members of the youth board shall be between the age of 16 and 24. No member of the board shall be removed or required to step down due to reaching 25 years of age. If a vacancy arises and no remaining member of the board is between the age of 16 and 24, such vacancy must be filled by a person between the age of 16 and 24. 
c. The youth board shall consist of up to [twenty-eight] 28 members, appointed by the mayor, [fourteen] 14 of whom shall be appointed upon recommendation of the city council. In making such appointments and recommendations, the mayor and the city council shall make efforts to identify persons who have demonstrated experience with organizations or activities directly concerned with the welfare of youth.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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