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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

KATHLEEN B. CUDAHY, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chair

INT. NO. 770
By: Council Members Nelson and Foster; also Council Members Berman, Fisher, Koslowitz, O’Donovan, Abel, Povman, Linares and Robinson

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Gil Hodges Way, Borough of Brooklyn. 

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name 

“Gil Hodges Way” on Bedford Avenue between Avenue L and Avenue N.

COMMENT:

Gilbert Raymond “Gil” Hodges was born in Princeton Indiana on April 4, 1924.  He came to the Brooklyn Dodgers as a nineteen-year-old rookie catcher in 1943.  Gil played in only one game that year, at third base, before enlisting in the United States Marine Corps at the height of World War II.  During his military service Hodges received the Bronze Star for meritorious and heroic service.  He returned to the Dodgers during the 1947 season and caught twenty-eight games.


At the beginning of the 1948 season Dodger manager Leo Durocher moved Gil Hodges to first base to make from for another rookie, Roy Campanella, at the catcher position.  This change proved to be serendipitous as both men dominated their new positions for a decade.  During his career, Hodges hit 370 home runs and drove in 1274 runs while batting .273 and collecting 1921 hits.  He drove more than 100 runs for seven consecutive seasons (1949-55) and hit 20 or more home runs for 11 straight seasons (1949-1959).  He was the outstanding fielding first baseman of his generation and with grace and sure handedness earned 3 Golden Glove awards.  On August 31, 1950, against the Boston Braves, Hodges kept a date with destiny by hitting 4 home runs in one game, trying a major league record that still stands.  Hodges also hit 14 grand slams in his career, which was a National League record at the time of his retirement.  Because of his accomplishments Gil Hodges was honored eight times as the National Leagues All-Star first baseman.  He was a leader of the 1955 Brooklyn Dodgers who won the team’s only World Series.


Near the end of his career Gil was traded to the New York Mets and on April 11, 1962, at St. Louis, hit the first home run the team’s history.  He became manager of the Mets in 1968 and in 1969 led the team to, what remains the high-point of the franchises history, an improbable five game victory over the powerful Baltimore Orioles in the World Series.  For all of his accomplishments as a player, and a manager, it was, and is, the consensus of the baseball world that Gil Hodges was an even greater human being than he was a player or manager.  In fact, he was one of the most beloved players on one of the most beloved teams that ever played the game, “The Boys of Summer”, 6the Dodgers of the 1950’s.


Gil Hodges died during spring training on April 2, 1972 only 2 days before his 48th birthday.  He was mourned by the entire nation but especially by the City of New York where he was the connecting symbol between the City’s ‘Amazing Mets’ and their ‘Brooklyn Bums’.  In recognition of his great contributions to his country, to our baseball legacy and his devotion to the city’s youth and charitable causes, it is fitting that Bedford Avenue, between Avenue L and Avenue N, where Gil and his family resided, be called “Gil Hodges Way” in his honor.


This local law will take effect immediately.


Brooklyn Community Board No. 14 supports this street name designation.

UPDATE:
On February 5, 2001, the Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and International Intergroup Relations adopted Int. No. 770 by a vote of 8:0:0.
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