Int. No. 1031

By the Speaker (Council Member Quinn) and Council Members Garodnick, Jackson, Recchia Jr., Koppell, Lappin, Vallone Jr., Gennaro and Gerson

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to pedicab licensing. 

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1.   Section 20-249 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 19 for the year 2007, is amended by adding a new subdivision j to read as follows:

j.
“Registration plate” shall mean a unique identification tag issued by the commissioner pursuant to section 20-255. 

§2.
Section 20-251 of the administrative code of the city of New York is added to read as follows:

§20-251   Applications for, and issuance of, registration plates.  a.  The commissioner shall commence accepting applications for registration plates, pursuant to section 20-255, on the fortieth day after enactment of the local law that added this section, and shall continue accepting applications for sixty consecutive days following such commencement.  During such sixty day period, persons submitting applications for registration plates shall also submit applications for pedicab business licenses pursuant to section 20-252.

b.  The department has the authority to inspect pedicabs to determine whether the pedicabs are equipped with the features set forth in subdivision a of section 20-254 and comply with the requirement set forth in subdivision b of section 20-254.  

c.  The commissioner shall issue registration plates only to a person who has a valid pedicab business license.

d.  The commissioner shall not issue registration plates to more than thirty pedicabs for any pedicab business.  No pedicab business or pedicab owner shall hold more than thirty registration plates at any one time.  A pedicab business shall be deemed to have more than thirty registration plates if:

(1)  an owner of such pedicab business has a direct or indirect beneficial interest  in one or more other pedicab businesses and the businesses together have more than thirty pedicab registration plates;   

(2)  a family member of the owner of such business has a direct or indirect beneficial interest in one or more other pedicab businesses and the businesses together have more than thirty registration plates;

(3)  a person who has a direct or indirect beneficial interest in such pedicab business has a direct or indirect beneficial interest in one or more other pedicab businesses and the businesses together have more than thirty registration plates; or

(4)  a  family member of a person who has a direct or indirect beneficial interest in such pedicab business has a direct or indirect beneficial interest in one or more other pedicab businesses and the businesses together have more than thirty registration plates.

e.  The commissioner shall issue registration plates only to a pedicab business or owner with respect to pedicabs listed and identified in accordance with paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of section 20-250 on such business’ or owner’s application for a pedicab business license. 

§3.  Section 20-255 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 19 for the year 2007, is amended to read as follows:

§20-255  Inspection; [pedicab] registration plate.

a.  It shall be unlawful for a pedicab business to operate or authorize the operation of, or for a pedicab driver to operate, a pedicab unless:

1.
it has been inspected by the department;

2.
it has been issued a registration plate that indicates on such plate[, or by a  

replaceable registration tag or decal,] the expiration date of the current registration; and

3.   such registration is in effect.

b. The registration shall be valid for a period no longer than one year and the expiration date of such registration plate [or replaceable registration tag or decal] shall be a date specified by the commissioner by rule.

c.  If the commissioner determines after such inspection that a pedicab is equipped with the features set forth in subdivision a of section 20-254, upon payment of the registration fee provided by section 20-250 of this subchapter, the department shall issue a registration plate [or replaceable registration tag or decal] to the pedicab business that [leased or otherwise] authorized the operation of such pedicab.

d. Such registration plate shall be securely affixed by the department to a conspicuous and indispensable part of each pedicab.

e.  [The registration plate may, in the discretion of the commissioner, be of a permanent nature with a replaceable registration tag or decal attached thereto, indicating the expiration date of the current registration tag or decal.]

[f.]  The registration plate [and the replaceable registration tag or decal] shall be of such material, form, design and dimension and set forth such distinguishing number or other identification marks as the commissioner shall prescribe.

[g] f.  A pedicab business shall pay an additional fifty-five dollars as the re-inspection fee for any pedicab that is determined upon inspection not to meet the requirements of this section and such business re-applies for a registration plate [or replaceable registration tag or decal].

g.  It shall be unlawful for a person to whom a registration plate has been issued to transfer any interest in such plate to any other person unless:

1. the pedicab complies with all applicable requirements imposed by this subchapter;

2.  such transfer will not result in a violation of subdivision d of section 20-251; and 

3.  the commissioner approves such transfer.   

§4.
The Commissioner shall have the authority to promulgate any rules necessary for the implementation of this local law.

§5.   This local law shall take effect immediately, except that section three of this local law shall take effect one hundred days after it shall have become a law, and provided that section 20-251(a) of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by section two of this local law, shall expire eighteen months from the date on which the first pedicab business license is issued pursuant to this subchapter.  

