Int. No. 75

By Council Members Gennaro, Brewer, Chin, Fidler, James, Koppell, Lander, Mark-Viverito, Nelson, Williams, Van Bramer, Levin, Garodnick, Crowley, Vallone, Gonzalez, Weprin, Vann, Lappin, Koslowitz, Rodriguez, Rivera, Greenfield, Vacca, Jackson, Ulrich and Halloran

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring city plantings to be storm water tolerant so as to facilitate storm water retention and filtration.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Legislative findings and intent.   The Council finds that urban watersheds generate greater volumes of runoff than areas with more permeable surfaces with increased peak flows during storms and that native plants species that can tolerate greater variation in frequency and duration of high water can also help maintain local biodiversity.  

The Council further finds that the City of New York plants thousands of trees and many thousands of plants annually, including nonnative species.  However, nonnative and invasive species are rapidly spreading in New York City, while native species are generally in decline.  The Council notes that the PlaNYC Sustainable Stormwater Management Plan of 2008 recommends the use of green infrastructure as a desirable means to control and detain stormwater.  Therefore the Council finds that it is in the best interests of the City to use native plantings, when green infrastructure is needed, that are suitable for the location selected and that are stormwater tolerant to maximize the capacity for stormwater retention and infiltration and to conserve and enhance the rich local biodiversity of the city of New York.

§2. Chapter 5 of title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 24-526.2 to read as follows:

§24-526.2 Stormwater tolerant native plantings. (a) For purposes of this section the following terms shall have the following meanings:

(1) “Native plants” shall mean those species that occur or historically occurred within the boundaries of New York state before contact by European explorers or settlers took place based upon the best available scientific and historical documentation.

(2) “Stormwater tolerant” shall mean flood tolerant plants that have adaptations to survive anoxia and salt. 
(b)  Plants, shrubs and trees planted by the city of New York or by any of its contractors or subcontractors and intended to facilitate storm water retention and filtration shall be native plants that are stormwater tolerant.

(c)  Selection of plants intended to facilitate stormwater retention and infiltration shall be guided by the New York State stormwater management design manual, Appendix H,  the New York city department of parks and recreation greenbelt native plant center wetlands species lists and such other sources as the department deems appropriate.

§3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after enactment, except that the commissioner of environmental protection shall take such measures, including the promulgation of rules, as are necessary for its implementation prior to such effective date.
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