MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE: A LOCAL LAW to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring buildings that are located in the 100-year floodplain and are both larger than 300,000 square feet and taller than 6 stories, or that are located in the 500-year floodplain and contain space for critical facilities, to elevate or otherwise flood-protect building mechanical equipment.

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: The proposed legislation amends appendix G of the New York City Building Code by adding Section G311.  Subdivision G311.1 establishes that the section’s new provisions will apply retroactively, while G311.2 mandates compliance with the new provisions by December 31, 2030 for existing buildings and within fifteen years for any building newly identified as being within a modified flood area.  

Subdivision G311.2.2 mandates that existing buildings located in an area of special flood hazard which both exceed 300,000 square feet and are taller than 6-stories in height, protect mechanical, electrical, plumbing, telecommunications, and fire protection systems and equipment in accordance with Appendix G.  Subdivision G311.2.3 also requires buildings located in the area of special flood hazard or shaded X-zone whose main use or dominant occupancy is classified as Group I-2 hospitals or nursing homes to protect electrical systems and equipment; domestic water pumps; and emergency generators and associated fuel tanks, fill lines, vents, and pumps in accordance with other provisions of Appendix G, while subdivision G311.2.3 requires the same for electrical systems and equipment; emergency generators and associated fuel tanks, fill lines, vents, and pumps in buildings located in the area of special flood hazard or shaded X-zone whose main use or dominant occupancy is classified as Group I-2 adult homes.    
Subdivision 311.2.5 requires building owners who are required to comply with these provisions to file interim and final compliance reports with the Department of Buildings on or before December 31, 2020 and December 31, 2030, respectively.    

This legislation also amends the Administrative Code to add §28-315.8, which specifies the same protection and reporting requirements as G311.2. 
REASONS FOR SUPPORT:
Many of the City’s buildings are clustered in the coastal areas at risk of flooding. These large buildings house significant economic activity as well as substantial residential populations and are therefore critical to protect. Furthermore, hospitals and nursing homes present uniquely critical functions that cannot afford high risk exposure.

These new provisions would require that these buildings protect equipment and utilities in order to ensure increased resiliency based on expected climate change risks going forward.  This resiliency mandate involves any combination of physically elevating the critical systems, flood-proofing the entire building area below the Design Flood Elevation (DFE), or flood-proofing the specific equipment in-place below the DFE, thereby allowing building owners to employ a variety of methods in order to safeguard critical equipment from flood damage.
To mitigate physical and economic barriers to resiliency implementation, the mandate compliance timeframes extend out to 2030 for building currently in the floodplain, and 15 years for any additional existing buildings that meet the size and height criteria above and become a part of the expanded floodplain over time. This long timeframe allows for the full amortization of existing equipment, and to ease the burden these new requirements place on building owners.

Accordingly, the Mayor urges the earliest possible favorable consideration of this legislation.
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