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Good afternoon,  
 
I am Jumaane D. Williams, Public Advocate for the City of New York.. I would like to thank 
Chair Stevens and committee members for holding this hearing. 
 
Since its inception, the child welfare system has disproportionately targeted Black and brown 
families. Despite the good intentions of many who work within the system, the fact remains that 
the Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) investigates, prosecutes, and separates Black 
and Latino families more often than white families.1 In 2023, almost 90 percent of children 
removed from their families were Black or Latino. While child abuse and neglect is a very real 
problem that sometimes requires government intervention—including removing children from 
their homes—there is no evidence to suggest that Black and brown families abuse their children 
at higher rates that white people.  
 
We must recognize that, in many cases, the child welfare system is criminalizing poverty. Instead 
of providing struggling families with resources like food and cash assistance, or mental health 
treatment, the child welfare system inflicts trauma on children and their caregivers by surveilling 
them and removing them from the home. ACS agents not only conduct home searches, but 
invasive body searches of children.2 Many parents do not know that they can refuse these 
searches, or are too afraid to refuse because they fear that there will be consequences. This is 
extremely distressing and destabilizing for parents, and especially so for children. In an effort to 
protect children from harm, ACS often inflicts the harm itself. By creating an environment of 
fear of removal, parents may feel deterred from seeking help for themselves or their children, 
including seeking medical or mental health care. 
 
It is also important to acknowledge that making reports of child abuse or neglect to city and state 
agencies is often weaponized by people who mean to do harm to a particular parent or family. 
Many parents have shared their stories of people with grudges or abusive ex-partners spitefully 
and anonymously reporting them to child welfare agencies, resulting in invasive and traumatic 

2 https://www.propublica.org/article/nyc-child-welfare-agency-warrantless-searches-lawsuit  
1 https://www.bronxdefenders.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/ACS-racism-report-FINAL.pdf  

 

https://www.propublica.org/article/nyc-child-welfare-agency-warrantless-searches-lawsuit
https://www.bronxdefenders.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/ACS-racism-report-FINAL.pdf


 

searches of their homes and children, and lasting unwanted and unnecessary interventions in 
their lives.3 Thankfully, Governor Hochul signed the Anti-Harassment in Reporting bill at the 
end of last year, ending anonymous reporting in New York.4  
 
Many parents do not know that they have legal rights in child welfare investigations, including 
the right to refuse entry into their home without a warrant. The state legislature must pass the 
Family Miranda Rights Act (A1234/S551),56 which would require child welfare agents to advise 
parents and caregivers of their rights at the beginning of an investigation. In 2023, ProPublica 
reported that, while they publicly stated that they supported the bill, ACS privately proposed 
gutting the law.7 This underscores how child welfare agencies often operate: not in the best 
interest of children or families.  
 
Raising children is as difficult as it is rewarding, and at some point, every parent and caregiver 
will need help. Punitive, invasive, and unnecessary intervention into families’ lives must not be 
disguised as help.  
 
Thank you. 

7 https://www.propublica.org/article/new-york-families-child-welfare-miranda-warning  
6 https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A1234  
5 https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S551  
4 https://www.law.nyu.edu/news/family-defense-clinic-child-abuse-reporting-bill  
3 https://www.propublica.org/article/nyc-child-welfare-agency-warrantless-searches-lawsuit  

https://www.propublica.org/article/new-york-families-child-welfare-miranda-warning
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A1234
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S551
https://www.law.nyu.edu/news/family-defense-clinic-child-abuse-reporting-bill
https://www.propublica.org/article/nyc-child-welfare-agency-warrantless-searches-lawsuit
















New York City Council Committee on Children & Youth
Oversight Hearing on the Administration for Children’s Services (ACS)

March 3, 2026

In Support of Int. 449-2026 (Family Miranda)
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Executive Director, Aurora Midwifery Foundation, Inc.
Licensed Midwife with over a decade of clinical experience
Member, NYC DOHMH Maternal Mortality Review Committee (testifying in an individual capacity)

Greetings Chair Althea Stevens and Members of the Committee,

My name is Odessa Fynn. I am a Licensed Midwife with over a decade of clinical experience and the
Executive Director of Aurora Midwifery Foundation, Inc., a nonprofit organization working to advance health
equity and strengthen community resilience in East New York, Brooklyn and beyond.
I also serve as a member of the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Maternal Mortality
Review Committee. I include that role for transparency. I am speaking today in my personal capacity as a
clinician and nonprofit executive. The views expressed here are my own and do not represent the positions
of the NYC Department of Health or the Committee. I rely solely on publicly available reports.

Aurora Midwifery Foundation strongly supports Int. 449-2026, known as Family Miranda.

We support this legislation because transparency, due process, and dignity are foundational to public trust —
particularly in systems that hold the authority to investigate, monitor, and, in some cases, separate families.

Over the past five years, reports from independent oversight bodies and publicly available data have
documented persistent structural concerns within New York City’s family regulation system.

According to an analysis of New York State Office of Children and Family Services data, conducted by
FamilyPolicyNYC, in 2021 approximately 44% of Black children, 43% of Latino children, and 19% of white
children in New York City experienced an ACS investigation.¹

In 2024, the New York Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights issued a report titled
Examining the New York Child Welfare System and Its Impact on Black Children and Families.² That report
documents troubling disparities in how Black families experience the system.

The Committee found that:
“When interacting with the healthcare system, Black families are disproportionately reported to the hotline
for child abuse and neglect compared to white families, even when the injuries sustained by Black and white
children are similar.”²

It further noted:
“Emergency rooms continuously screen Black children for child abuse compared to white children with
similar injuries.”²

The Committee also received testimony noting that:
“Being Black and low-income increases the level of suspected culpability.”²
These findings reflect how bias can operate at the earliest stages of system entry — before a formal ACS
investigation even begins.

631-892-6630

https://auroramidwifery.org/

Brooklyn, NY 11207



Family defense organizations such as The Bronx Defenders and Brooklyn Defender Services — which
collectively represent thousands of parents each year in Family Court — have further documented the lived
consequences of these patterns.³

In its 2025 report, The Wound Is Still Fresh, The Bronx Defenders compiled interviews with Black and Latino
parents who experienced ACS investigations.³ The report includes firsthand accounts of parents describing
profound emotional and familial harm resulting from investigative and removal practices.

One mother interviewed for the report stated plainly:
“They put me through hell,”³
and reported that her children remain traumatized and emotionally struggling with what happened, “lashing
out” to express the trauma they experienced.

The report notes that this treatment directly contradicted public statements made by agency leadership
about how survivors should be treated.³ In testimony before the New York State Assembly in 2023,
Commissioner Dannhauser stated:
“I will say, though, I think especially in New York City, it’s really important to talk about race in that context.
Substance abuse is treated differently, domestic violence is treated differently by race. I think we have to
make sure that folks who are seeking help, that is expressing a minimum degree of care. If you are seeking
help, you shouldn’t pay a price for that.”³

The Bronx Defenders and Brooklyn Defender Services have documented that many investigations arise in
contexts where parents are seeking help — for mental health challenges, substance use treatment, housing
instability, or domestic violence.³ Even when allegations are ultimately unsubstantiated, families may already
have endured emergency removals, months of court proceedings, employment disruption, reputational harm,
and long-term emotional consequences for children.

Separate from these oversight findings, publicly available maternal mortality data provide additional
structural context.

The 2022 Pregnancy-Associated Mortality in New York City Annual Report reviewed 66 pregnancy-
associated deaths. Of those cases, 31.8 percent involved Child Protective Services contact or a history of
childhood trauma (Table 4).⁵ Eighty percent involved at least one significant social or emotional stressor.⁵
And 86.4 percent were determined to have some or good chance of being prevented (Table 5).⁶ Mental
health conditions were the leading cause of pregnancy-associated death that year (Table 2).⁷

The five-year maternal mortality report covering 2016 to 2020 documented that 13.3 percent of pregnancy-
associated deaths involved ACS contact before, during, or after pregnancy.⁸ That same report issued
recommendations calling for clearer ACS guidelines, reconsideration of automatic CPS notification
practices, and improved oversight regarding the intersection of ACS involvement and maternal health
outcomes.⁹

Aurora Midwifery Foundation does not assert that ACS causes maternal mortality.

What these reports collectively show is that family regulation systems, racial inequity, poverty, trauma
exposure, and maternal health vulnerabilities often intersect within the same communities. When nearly one-
third of maternal deaths involve CPS contact or trauma history — and when the overwhelming majority of
those deaths are preventable — safeguards that reduce confusion, fear, and coercive dynamics become a
matter of responsible governance.



Family Miranda is such a safeguard.

Requiring child protective specialists to clearly inform parents and legally responsible caregivers of their
rights promotes informed engagement. It reduces the high risk of trauma to historically impacted family
units. It aligns with reform recommendations calling for clearer ACS guidelines. And it strengthens trust
between families and institutions.

Transparency does not weaken child safety. It strengthens legitimacy.

In systems that carry the power to separate families, clarity and due process are not optional. They are
foundational.

Aurora Midwifery Foundation respectfully urges the New York City Council to pass Int. 449-2026.

Respectfully submitted,

Odessa Fynn, LM, MS, CLC
Executive Director
Aurora Midwifery Foundation, Inc.
Licensed Midwife
Member, NYC DOHMH Maternal Mortality Review Committee
(speaking in my personal capacity and not on behalf of the Committee or the Department of Health)

1.FamilyPolicyNYC.org, Investigations Data 2021.
2.New York Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, Examining the New York Child Welfare System and Its

Impact on Black Children and Families (May 2024).
3.The Bronx Defenders, The Wound Is Still Fresh: ACS’s Systemic Discrimination Against Black and Latine Families (2025);

Brooklyn Defender Services, Family Defense Practice Publications (2024).
4.New York City Comptroller, Audit: Foster Care Safety Oversight by ACS (2024).
5.Litvak J, Jiang Y, Jessup J, Grant H, Searing H. Pregnancy-Associated Mortality in New York City, 2022. Table 4 (Social and

Emotional Stressors).
6. Id. at Table 5 (Preventability Determinations).
7. Id. at Table 2 (Causes of Death).
8.New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Pregnancy-Associated Mortality in New York City, 2016–2020.
9. Id., System-Level Recommendations regarding OCFS and ACS notification practices.
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Introduction 

The Legal Aid Society (“LAS”) welcomes this opportunity to submit testimony to the New 

York City Council Committee on Children and Youth regarding three proposed bills relating to 

the family regulation system in New York City. We vigorously support Int. 449, Int. 466, and Int. 

424. 

 We thank Chair Althea Stevens for offering the opportunity to highlight these issues.  

 

The Legal Aid Society 

  

The Legal Aid Society is the nation’s largest and oldest provider of legal services to low-

income families and individuals.  The Society operates three major legal practices – Civil, Criminal 

and Juvenile Rights – providing comprehensive legal services throughout New York City.  The 

Legal Aid Society takes on more cases for more clients than any other legal services organization 

in the United States, and it brings a depth and breadth of perspective that is unmatched in the legal 

profession. 

 

Legal Aid’s Juvenile Rights Practice provides legal representation to children who appear 

before the New York City Family Courts in all five boroughs, in abuse, neglect, juvenile 

delinquency, and other proceedings affecting children’s rights and welfare. Our staff typically 

represent approximately 30,000 children each year. Our perspective comes from our daily contacts 

with children and their families, and from our frequent interactions with the courts, social service 

providers, and State and City agencies whose practices impact our clients and their families. In 

addition to its individual representation, The Legal Aid Society also seeks to create broader, more 

powerful systemic change through its law reform representation. These efforts have benefited 

some two million low-income families and individuals in New York City and the landmark rulings 

in many of these cases have had a state-wide and national impact. Our experiences engaging in 

courtroom and other advocacy on behalf of our clients as well as through coalition building with 

other stakeholders informs our testimony. 

 

Significant Racial Disparities Continue to Plague the Child Welfare/Family Regulation 

System. 

 

Today’s family policing system stems in large part from the history of family separation 

of Black families in America, going back to periods of slavery and the human trafficking of 

Africans. These practices, spanning hundreds of years, institutionalized a distrust of Black parents 

and a narrative of the dysfunctional Black family. This history, mixed with centuries of racial bias, 

has led to the creation of a network of surveillance and prosecution of Black families through the 

family policing system. 
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Today, poor, predominantly Black and Hispanic families face high levels of contact with 

mandated reporters – working professionals in critical fields like public healthcare, public 

education, public housing, and childcare – who are legally required to make reports to the 

Statewide Central Register of Child Abuse and Maltreatment (SCR), which triggers investigation 

by the New York City Administration for Children’s Services (ACS). Laws requiring mandated 

reporting create perverse incentives to overreport, including civil, criminal, and licensure penalties 

for failure to report, and no penalty for overreporting, even if the allegations are determined to be 

false.  Poverty amplifies a family’s exposure to mandated reporters, creating a looming and 

perpetual threat of contact with the family policing system. Many families encountering ACS 

experience family separation, where their children are removed and placed into the foster care 

system. And as Jasiyah Gilbert, Client and Community Engagement Manager within the Legal 

Aid Society’s Juvenile Rights Practice and a person with lived experience as a child removed from 

his mother noted during his oral testimony, once a child has been taken from their family, the 

damage to the child has been done. 

 

Through child abuse and neglect investigations, court proceedings, and family separations, 

child protective services have become a tool of racial oppression, and child maltreatment 

proceedings have become a vehicle for controlling, subjugating, and often destroying Black and 

Latinx families in the name of rehabilitation.  

 

We appreciate that New York City has implemented reforms and made significant strides 

to reduce the size of the foster care system and address its racial bias. Over the last few decades, 

the number of children in foster care dropped from a peak of nearly 50,000 children in the 90s to 

approximately 6,400 children in 2024. There has been a shift in focus away from family separation 

and Family Court proceedings and towards providing supportive services and material assistance. 

  

Nonetheless, in New York City, Black and Hispanic families and families of color still 

experience significantly different outcomes than white children at every stage of the family 

policing system.1 They are more often investigated, more often removed from their homes and 

moved through numerous foster care placements, and they have lower rates of family reunification. 

Almost 90% of youth in ACS custody through foster care identify as Black or Hispanic. 

Unfortunately, the system still projects institutional, as well as individual, racism and bias onto the 

children and families it is tasked with supporting. There is still much to accomplish before we can 

say that the system prioritizes the children and families it was created to serve. 

 

 

 

 
1 Family Policy Project, Racial Disparities (2023), available at https://familypolicynyc.org/data-brief/racial-

disparities-2023/. 
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Int. 449: Notice to Parents in Family Policing Investigations 

 

The Legal Aid Society vigorously supports Int. 449 which would inform parents who are 

being investigated by ACS of their legal rights, including their right to legal representation, at the 

earliest opportunity.  

 

In 1966, the United States Supreme Court decided the landmark case of Miranda v. Arizona, 

a case that changed the American legal system by requiring police to advise people of their rights 

when they are placed under arrest. Miranda warnings were a critical recognition that without notice, 

rights can be meaningless. Yet during family policing investigations, where government overreach 

carries the profound risk of unjustified family separation, parents have typically remained unaware 

of their rights.  

Each year, approximately 50,000 New York City families are subjected to invasive, 

stressful family policing investigations in New York City. All too often, parents have been misled 

about their rights and pressured to acquiesce to demands that are harmful to their families. ACS 

Child Protective Services (CPS) investigators have pressured parents to allow them to search their 

homes, interview family members, access private medical records, and much more. New York law, 

however, is clear that parents can refuse these requests in the absence of a true emergency or a 

court order. Notice to parents is an essential step to making these rights real in practice. 

 

Int. 449 would require CPS to inform parents and caretakers of their rights during family 

policing investigations. This common-sense bill does not create any new rights. It simply ensures 

that parents and caregivers have information about existing rights so that they can make informed 

decisions for their families.  

 

Int. 449 would not impede CPS from conducting a thorough investigation. CPS continues 

to have legal recourse to court orders and emergency removal authority. However, Int. 449 will 

ensure that CPS provides the information and transparency parents need to protect their families 

from unlawful abuse of that authority.  

 

This is not just a basic fairness issue, it is a racial justice issue. Black and Hispanic families 

bear the heaviest burden of family policing system involvement throughout New York City. The 

failure to advise parents of their rights often results in confusion and panic for both the adults and 

the children involved and overwhelmingly affects people of color from low-income communities 

who are subjected to these rights violations and forced separations. Black and Hispanic families 

are significantly more likely to be reported, investigated, placed on the statewide registry, and 

forcibly separated.  ACS is 8.3 times more likely to investigate Black children, and 6.7 times more 
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negative outcomes, including higher rates of contact with the juvenile legal system.6 Some children 

exit care with no access to free mental health services to assist them with processing their 

experience of having been removed from their parents, working through their experiences within 

the foster care system, and reintegrating with their families. While some children continue to 

qualify for mental health services while their ACS cases remain open, or retain Medicaid coverage 

during the year post-discharge, many mental health providers have lengthy waitlists. Many parents 

and children with lived experience in the system have shared, including during previous City 

Council testimony, that there was a total lack of mental health support during the post-discharge 

period.7 Additionally, some children are returned to their families as their ACS cases are closed, 

leaving a significant services gap that must be addressed. 

  

A 2024 survey of former foster youth found that “twenty-one percent report they are rarely 

or never able to access mental health care when they need it” and identified numerous barriers to 

treatment, including cost and insurance.8 According to the Youth Ask Youth Census, over 35% of 

youth did not have access to mental health services when they needed them, and almost 30% of 

surveyed youth could not access medication, support groups, trusted people to speak with, or 

general counseling when they needed it.9 Young people urgently need interventions that offer care 

and support, not surveillance and punishment. New York City must provide timely access to 

mental health services for children who cannot afford them at critical junctures when we know 

they need them. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Thank you again for consideration of these important issues.  Please feel free to contact us 

if you require any additional information.  

 

 

Contact: 

Lisa Freeman 

lafreeman@legal-aid.org 

 
6 Intersection between Mental Health and the Juvenile Justice System, Literature Review: A Product of the Model 

Programs Guide, Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention (July 2017), https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/model-

programs-guide/literature-reviews/intsection between mental health and the juvenile justice system.pdf .   
7 Testimony of the Legal Aid Society, December 12, 2024, before the City Council Committee on Children and 

Youth, Oversight – Examination of ACS’s Preventative Services Programming, p. 89-90.  
8 Mica Baum-Tuccillo, María Elena Torre, Julia Davis, Maya Tellman, T’coy Adams, Laetitia Brutus, Shania 

Benjamin, Embraia Fraizer, Christine Joseph, Amal Kharoufi, Ellenie Liang, LaTroya Lovell, Justin Mercado, Mya 

Martinez, Shauntay Mayfield, Susan Notkin, Denice Ocana, Jose Perez, Chanel Smith, and Grace Tatom. (2024). 

“We deserve action, not just words:” Findings of a Survey of Former Foster Youth in New York City.  
9 https://www.amplifyapp.org/en/results/2023. Similarly, the NYC Department for Youth and Community 

Development’s Youth Agenda, created by their Youth Advisory Board and allies emphasized their need for 

improved mental health services in 2023. Available at 

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/dycd/digital toolkit/NYCYouth TownHall/nyc-youth-agenda/index.html. 



 

 

Parents Supporting Parents NY                                

 

Tanesha Grant 
Executive Director of PSPNY 
tanesha1@pspnyinc.org 
 
 

Testimony in support of Int. 449-2026 (CM Stevens),  Int 0424-2026 

(CM Sanchez) 

February 26, 2026 

 
To the Honorable Chair Stevens and members of the City Council Youth and 
Children Committee, 
 
My name is Tanesha Grant, and I am an individual directly impacted by the 
child welfare system, starting from my own birth. 
 
My organization and I stand in full support of Bill 449-2026, the Family Miranda 
bill, as its principles should have long been codified within our city laws. Born 
fifty years ago, I was immediately separated from my biological family. I often 
ponder the consequences had my biological mother been aware of her rights. 
Perhaps circumstances would have differed, and I would have been spared 
the enduring harm resulting from separation from my familial roots. The Family 
Miranda legislation is essential for protecting families today and 
acknowledging the insidious nature of tearing Black families apart. Chair 
Stevens, I cannot overstate the profound and lasting psychological and 
emotional damage inflicted on both children and parents when families are 

 

mailto:tanesha1@pspnyinc.org
https://insideschools.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a6170fa466dd7c8eed0aab6be&id=4dee810aad&e=019bcb9b44


 

 

separated. This separation also frequently results in further institutional 
involvement across various agencies. We are often treated as mere chattel 
within these systems, and families are frequently blamed for expressing the 
natural distress and confusion that accompanies an investigation by the 
Administration for Children's Services (ACS). It is a fundamental human instinct 
for parents to defend themselves, often unaware that anything they say can 
and will be used against them. As a former child of the system, this reality 
significantly influenced my own experience as a parent. My oldest child is 31, 
and throughout her upbringing, I endured multiple investigations. ACS 
investigators would request actions, such as drug tests, framing them as a 
means to prove innocence against often unfounded reports. I lived in a 
constant state of defensiveness while raising my children, a vigilance that 
persists today concerning my grandchildren. Black families live in constant fear 
of ACS, perpetually focused on surviving the system. It is time for Black 
families to move beyond mere survival to thriving. This bill represents a 
crucial step toward restoring power to these families. 
 
Finally, I wish to address the issue of co-option and exclusion regarding 
advocacy efforts. We dedicate considerable effort to providing support and 
developing innovative care models, only to see our ideas consistently 
appropriated. Furthermore, we are often excluded from the resulting policy 
discussions, which demonstrates a profound disrespect for the work and lived 
experience of impacted advocates striving to reform the system. Family 
Enrichment Centers (FECs) serve as one example. I understand the 
Committee supports these centers, but I have encountered an FEC in 
Washington Heights that exhibits practices I would characterize as Anti-Black. 
My assessment is based on being invited to events unrelated to Black 
culture. Specifically, they hosted a Dominican Heritage event but failed to 
organize a Black History Month event during the 100th anniversary of its 
recognition. Given the disproportionate impact of child welfare on Black 
families, it is concerning that the agency lacks the accountability to ensure 
Black families feel genuinely welcomed. As an organization frequently denied 
funding, it is deeply disheartening to observe ACS and foster care agencies, 
such as Children’s Aid—the organization that handled my own foster care 



 

 

years ago—continue to receive funding despite their role in perpetuating 
harm. We urge you to consider this reality when allocating funds to agencies 
and systems. ACS states that they work with the community. They don’t. Most 
of the organizations they contract are NOT part of the GRASSROOTS 
COMMUNITY. The people who testified today have never even spoken to any 
of us who are experienced experts and impacted families.  
 

Sincerely, 

Tanesha Grant                                                                                          
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Testimony Presented by Sharmeela Mediratta, Chief Wellness and Environmental 
Design Officer, Graham Windham, to NYC Council Committee on Children and Youth 
Oversight Hearing on Examining Racial Disparities in New York City’s Child Welfare 
System. Thursday, February 26, 2026, 1pm 

 

Good afternoon, Chair Stevens and members of the Committee. Thank you for the 
opportunity to testify today.  

My name is Sharmeela Mediratta, and I serve as Chief Wellness and Environmental Design 
Officer at Graham Windham, a nonprofit organization that has partnered with New York 
City children and families since 1806. Now in our 220th year, we support more than 8,000 
young people and their families across Harlem, Brooklyn, and the Bronx through mental 
and behavioral health care, academic and workforce development success, co-created 
community-based offerings and support, and child welfare services, including foster care 
and family services.  

We are here today because racial disparities in New York City’s child welfare system are 
real, persistent, and harmful. As a provider deeply embedded in supporting NYC’s families 
and communities, we see every day how poverty, structural inequities, and trauma 
intersect with child welfare involvement—disproportionately impacting Black and Latino 
families. Addressing these disparities requires both transparency and substantive 
investment in supports that reduce harm and strengthen families and communities. 

Intro 424 is a meaningful step in that direction. Providing no-cost, trauma-informed mental 
health services when children return home is essential to stability and healing. Children 
who return home following removal carry significant trauma. They may struggle with trust, 
attachment, identity, or fear of being removed again; parents carry their own unresolved 
trauma from the investigation and removal process. As family separation disrupts and 
traumatizes the entire household, meaningful healing must intentionally center both the 
child and the full family so that the whole family has the opportunity to recover together. 
When high quality, culturally responsive care is consistently available for all members of 
the affected family, young people and their families are far more likely to thrive.  

https://www.graham-windham.org/
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We strongly support Intro 449, and have supported the state version, the Family Miranda 
Rights Act of 2023. Together with Intro 466, these two proposed local laws will help families 
and caregivers access clear, understandable, actionable and timely information in their 
own language about their rights and obligations in stressful, pivotal moments. These laws 
will help equip families and caregivers to recognize and resist unlawful or unwarranted 
intrusion—both immediate and continuing—into their lives. As investigations 
disproportionately affect Black and Latine communities, codifying these protections is an 
important racial equity measure.  

Together, these bills represent practical steps toward a child and family well-being system 
that is safer, more just, and less traumatizing. They acknowledge that accountability and 
support must go hand in hand. Graham stands ready to partner with the Council and the 
Administration for Children’s Services to advance these reforms.  

We urge the City to continue investing in sustained, long-term efforts to confront and 
dismantle the systemic racial disparities embedded in our child welfare system. Further 
addressing system biases in child welfare will require much more legislative action that 
narrows the front door to child welfare, expedites permanency after foster care 
placements, and redefines neglect so as not to conflate it with poverty. 

Graham and our partners advocated for the Anti-Harassment in Reporting Act, which 
Governor Hochul signed into law in December 2025, making New York the second state in 
the US to recognize the harms anonymous reporting has caused to children and families. 
This is a crucial step toward eliminating false and malicious reports that weaponize trauma 
on innocent families with unnecessary investigations.  

Other impactful potential reforms include Mandated Reporter reforms that remove 
incentives for irresponsible over-reporting, investing in Know Your Rights information for 
communities, and the Maternal Health, Dignity, and Consent Bill. Graham supports 
reforming the SCR system by setting higher screening standards for calls and implementing 
a structured screening tool, and giving local jurisdictions more discretion over screening 
calls. Together, these practices would help curb some of the unnecessary and traumatizing 
intrusion into the lives of New York’s children and their families.  

Finally, and most importantly: instead of a system that punishes families for poverty, our 
government has the capability to provide institutional support that uplifts families, 
addressing the root cause of involvement in the child welfare system and other punitive 
systems. Child tax credits, Universal Childcare, City & State housing subsidies, and 

https://www.graham-windham.org/
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equitable wages for workers are just a few of the ways that we can help families meet their 
needs, and this broken system can begin to be dismantled.  

Before closing, we at Graham wish to acknowledge and thank Commissioner Jess 
Dannhauser for his leadership and service to New York City. As the former President and 
CEO of Graham, and in his tenure leading the Administration for Children’s Services, he has 
consistently demonstrated thoughtfulness, compassion, and a deep commitment to 
children and families, moving the agency closer to a vision that centers children’s well-
being, keeps families together, and addresses the root causes of family stress while 
prioritizing child safety. We are deeply grateful for his leadership and wish him well in his 
next chapter.  

Thank you, Chair Stevens and the NYC Council, for your commitment to New York City’s 
children and families. 

 

https://www.graham-windham.org/
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