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TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the New York city department of education to report the number of students reported to the office of school health as having a diagnosis of sickle cell disease or trait


I. INTRODUCTION
On May 16, 2024, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Rita Joseph, will consider Proposed Introduction Number (Int. No.) 341-A, sponsored by Council Member Mercedes Narcisse, related to requiring the New York city department of education to report the number of students reported to the office of school health as having a diagnosis of sickle cell disease or trait.
The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 341 on April 17, 2024 and heard testimony from the New York City (NYC) Department of Education (DOE), the NYC Health + Hospitals, and the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. The Committee also heard testimony from unions, non-profits, community-based organizations, advocates, and members of the public.
II. BACKGROUND
Section 21-965 of the administrative code of the city of New York currently requires the DOE to submit an annual student health report to the Council, which includes reporting on the number of students reported to the office of school health as having a diagnosis of allergies, asthma, diabetes type 1 or diabetes type 2. The student health report does not currently require reporting on the number of students with sickle cell disease or trait, but reporting such information would be particularly significant for DOE schools, as nearly 65% of DOE students are Black or Latino, and sickle cell disease and trait is most prevalent in these populations. 
III. BILL ANALYSIS
Proposed Int. No. 341-A – A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the New York city department of education to report the number of students reported to the office of school health as having a diagnosis of sickle cell disease or trait


This bill would require the DOE to include in its annual report on student health and student health services to the Council the total number of students reported to the Office of School Health as having a diagnosis of sickle cell disease or sickle cell trait.
Since it was heard, the bill was amended to include a new reporting period and also received technical edits.


Proposed Int. No. 341-A

By Council Members Narcisse, Brooks-Powers, Joseph, Riley, Hanif, Gennaro, Louis, Hudson, Banks, Ossé, Schulman, Brannan, Avilés, Menin, Krishnan, Williams, Cabán, Salaam and Paladino

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the New York city department of education to report the number of students reported to the office of school health as having a diagnosis of sickle cell disease or trait
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Subdivision b of section 21-965 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 156 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
b. Not later than [April 30, 2022] December 31, 2024, and no later than [April 30th] December 31 annually thereafter, the department shall submit to the speaker of the council a report regarding information on health services provided to students for the preceding school year. Such report shall include, but not be limited to:
1. The number of school buildings where full time nurses are employed by the office of school health and the number of school buildings where part time nurses are employed by such office; the ratio of students to nurses in such school buildings; and the average number of student health encounters per nurse in such school buildings;
2. The total number of student health encounters;
3. The total number of NYC FITNESSGRAMS performed, and the percentage of students assessed who had a body mass index: (i) below the 5th percentile; (ii) in the 5th to 84th percentile; (iii) in the 85th to 94th percentile; and (iv) equal to or above the 95th percentile, to the extent such information is collected by the department;
4. The total number of medication orders reviewed by the office of school health and recorded in the automated student health record database;
5. The total number of students reported to the office of school health as having a diagnosis of allergies, asthma, diabetes type 1, [or] diabetes type 2, sickle cell disease, or sickle cell trait; and
6. The total number of school based health centers disaggregated by the type of provider including, but not limited to, hospital and federally qualified health centers; and the total number of students enrolled in the school or schools served by each school based health center.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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