New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Int. No. 1467

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Louis

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring increased domestic violence prevention unit officer availability
Submitted by:
Council Member Louis

Justification:
This legislation addresses a critical gap in New York City’s response to domestic violence incidents by requiring each police precinct and police service area to ensure that a trained domestic violence unit officer is available at all times to respond to related 911 calls.
Currently, the New York City Police Department assigns domestic violence prevention officers at the precinct level; however, these officers typically work fixed hours and primarily engage in post-incident follow-up. As a result, when domestic violence emergencies occur outside of standard hours, often during late nights or weekends, the responding officers may lack specialized training or experience in handling the complexities of domestic violence cases. This deficiency can lead to inadequate responses, missed warning signs, or actions that unintentionally escalate volatile situations, leaving victims vulnerable at their most critical moments.
By mandating 24-hour availability of trained domestic violence unit officers, this legislation seeks to ensure that every call receives a trauma-informed and survivor-centered response. Officers with expertise in domestic violence dynamics are better equipped to de-escalate tense situations, assess safety risks, and connect victims to supportive services.
This measure strengthens the City’s commitment to protecting survivors, preventing repeat incidents, and improving coordination between law enforcement and victim service providers. Domestic violence does not occur on a schedule; the City’s response must reflect that reality through continuous, informed, and compassionate intervention.
