New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0592-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Hudson

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the maximum citywide percentage of studio apartments in city-funded projects to construct rental units for older adults

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
This bill addresses the growing need for housing that supports the long-term stability, health, and dignity of older adults by ensuring a more balanced mix of unit types in city-assisted senior housing developments. As New York City continues to invest public resources in housing for older adults, it is critical that these developments provide units that can accommodate changing mobility, caregiving needs, and multigenerational support. An overreliance on studio apartments can limit an older adult’s ability to age in place safely, host caregivers (including family), or adapt to evolving health circumstances.
To promote more livable and flexible housing options, this legislation requires the Department of Housing Preservation and Development to ensure that no more than 50 percent of dwelling units in covered projects receiving city financial assistance are studio apartments, measured over rolling five-year periods. By setting this cap, the bill encourages the development of one-bedroom and larger units while still allowing studios as part of the overall mix. This approach balances development feasibility with the city’s responsibility to invest public funds in housing that meaningfully supports older adults’ quality of life and long-term housing security.




