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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning, for

          3  what's left of it. I would like to reconvene the

          4  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises from yesterday

          5  and from Monday. Our last remaining item is the

          6  Tribeca North rezoning. Rejoining me are Committee

          7  members, Council Member Simcha Felder, Melinda Katz,

          8  Helen Sears, Al Vann, Robert Jackson, and, of

          9  course, we're joined by members of the Land Use

         10  Committee who are sitting in.

         11                 As you will recall, we have laid over

         12  the vote for the Tribeca North rezoning to give

         13  Council Member Alan Gerson -- and where is Alan? To

         14  give Council Member Alan Gerson more time to

         15  negotiate with the developers for this project. We

         16  gave them as much time as possible. Given today is

         17  the Stated Meeting, I'm happy to say that there is,

         18  a compromise has been reached, and as soon as Alan

         19  comes into the room, I'm going to give him the

         20  opportunity to give the details of the compromise.

         21                 Alan, you're on.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you, Mr.

         23  Chair. Thank you, my colleagues. First and foremost,

         24  let me thank Chair Avella and the entire

         25  Subcommittee for your support in this very, very,
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          2  very arduous and difficult and complicated

          3  negotiation.

          4                 Let me thank Chair Katz and our

          5  Speaker, as well, for your facilitation and support

          6  in what was a very complicated multi-party

          7  negotiation.

          8                 Let me also acknowledge the role of

          9  my fellow colleagues in government who share with me

         10  the privilege of representing this wonderful

         11  community, the Manhattan Borough President Scott

         12  Stringer, Congressmember Jerry Nadler, Senator

         13  Martin Connor, and Assemblymember Deborah Glick.

         14  And, of course, most of all, the folks from the

         15  community, the Community Board, Chair Julie Menin,

         16  our Tribeca co-chairs Carole De Saram, Rick Lanman,

         17  and all the folks in the community who have turned

         18  out to participate in this, their love of their

         19  community and their commitment to its unique

         20  character really is the inspiration for all of this.

         21                 Let me also acknowledge the role of

         22  the developers and their representatives. We had

         23  very engaging conversations, and I am happy to

         24  report to my colleagues and we appreciate the

         25  dialogue, I appreciate the dialogue, which did take
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          2  place.

          3                 My colleagues, I'm happy to report

          4  that I am able to recommend an affirmative vote on

          5  the application before you. I will have more to say

          6  on broad policy issues which have come up in the

          7  course of these proceedings which impact on all of

          8  our districts later this afternoon during our full

          9  Council meeting.

         10                 For the purposes of, and we'll be

         11  mindful of time, the action before you modifies

         12  significantly the original City Planning approved,

         13  City Planning Department application by reducing the

         14  FAR, Floor Area Ratio, to that of 5.5 on the

         15  Washington Street corridor. I am recommending

         16  approval of that modification, as part of the

         17  overall application predicated, predicated upon the

         18  commitments which the community and I, the Speaker's

         19  Office, and the Subcommittee, and Committee Chairs

         20  have received from the implicated developers, and

         21  the procedural commitments on the part of the

         22  Department of City Planning.

         23                 Without in the interest of time

         24  reviewing the technical, legal procedures and

         25  parameters, the effect of those, and this is
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          2  important, though, to state on the record, the

          3  effect of those procedural and substantive

          4  commitments will include, will include the

          5  following, the reduction of the maximum amount of

          6  available street level retail space to 10,000, down

          7  from the original 20, the maximum street level

          8  retail per lease will be at 10,000 square feet,

          9  which will effectively preclude the invasion of the

         10  big box stores.

         11                 We will have street walls outside of

         12  the historic district of 65 feet with the required

         13  setbacks on the small so-called side streets of 15,

         14  and on West Street of 10 feet. On the Washington

         15  Street corridor, the height will be capped at 110

         16  feet. On the West Street corridor, the height will

         17  be generally capped at 140 feet, with the allowance

         18  of what is described in the -- what is described as

         19  a penthouse addition of no more than 10 additional

         20  feet in height, with 10 foot setbacks from the side

         21  streets.

         22                 There are other, as I said, both

         23  procedural and technical parts of the agreement,

         24  which are spelled out in writing and which continue

         25  to be spelled out between now and the full Council
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          2  vote. Assuming those are and remain in order, Mr.

          3  Chair, I recommend an affirmative vote on the matter

          4  before you. And, again, assuming they remain in

          5  order, I will recommend an affirmative vote in a few

          6  hours from now when we convene as a City Council.

          7                 And, again, I thank each of you for

          8  your support, your indulgence, and there is no

          9  better group of colleagues I have enjoyed working

         10  with than this Council and this Committee,

         11  especially on behalf of the community I represent.

         12  Mr. Chair and members of the Committee, thank you

         13  all very, very much.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

         15  Council member. We all appreciate the effort and the

         16  time that you put in this and certainly the

         17  community and the other elected officials, and is a

         18  job well done and we congratulate you and the

         19  community.

         20                 With that --

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Excuse me, Mr.

         22  Chair. With that, I would be remiss if I did not

         23  acknowledge the great work of your team, Gail

         24  Benjamin, Alonzo Carr, and Kristin Hilton. These

         25  folks have the wisdom and the perseverance to get a
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          2  complicated job done. So, we certainly want to

          3  acknowledge them. And, again, I want to stress, but

          4  for the commitments I spelled out procedurally and

          5  substantively, I, and I presume and hope the

          6  Council, would have opposed this application and

          7  would have supported a negative declaration and I am

          8  recommending approval, and we are proceeding in this

          9  way only predicated on the conditions which I have

         10  spelled out on the record.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you.

         13                 For my colleagues on the Committee,

         14  we will be making one modification to the

         15  application. The modification consists of one change

         16  to the text, which will limit the FAR in the C6-2A

         17  district which is abutting Washington Street to an

         18  FAR of 5.5.

         19                 The other restrictions that Council

         20  Member Gerson has mentioned are voluntarily being

         21  offered by the developer.

         22                 The motion is to approve the

         23  modification, as I have stated. Chair recommends

         24  approval.

         25                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Councilman
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          2  Avella.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

          4                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          5  Dilan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          8  Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         11  Jackson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         17  McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: With

         19  congratulations to Councilman Alan Gerson for his

         20  hard work and also to Tony Avella and Melinda Katz

         21  and the staff at Land Use. We've just been watching

         22  and it's been an incredible effort, and the people

         23  of North Tribeca should be very pleased that so many

         24  elected officials and their staffs have worked so

         25  hard on their behalfs. Proud to be part of the team.

                                                            9

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2  Vote, yes.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          4  Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

          6                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          7  Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          9                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

         10  eight in the affirmative, none in the negative and

         11  no abstentions, the item passes to the full Land Use

         12  Committee.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

         14  everyone. And I can finally say after three

         15  meetings, this meeting of the Subcommittee on Zoning

         16  and Franchises is now closed.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 12:10 p.m.)
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