New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0248-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Members Hudson, Restler, Won, and De La Rosa

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to automatic enrollment of eligible individuals in city-created benefit programs

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
This bill establishes an automatic enrollment system for city-created benefit programs to ensure eligible New Yorkers are able to access critical assistance without unnecessary administrative barriers. Despite the City’s significant investment in benefit programs aimed at reducing poverty and improving economic stability, many eligible individuals remain unenrolled due to lack of awareness, complex application processes, or difficulty navigating enrollment systems.

Automatic enrollment would allow the City to proactively identify and enroll eligible individuals using existing records while preserving individual choice through clear notice and an accessible opt-out process. This approach addresses persistent under-enrollment in programs like Fair Fares, which as of December 2025 had only 37 percent, approximately 360,000, of eligible New Yorkers who for half-price subway and bus fares enrolled. By streamlining access and reducing administrative burdens, this bill would help ensure that city benefits reach the residents they are intended to support.



