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September 29, 2022



Prop Int. No. 116-A:	By Council Members 	Menin, Hanif, Williams, Joseph, Brewer, Ung, De La Rosa, Riley, Yeger, Cabán, Abreu, Narcisse, Holden, Velázquez, Gennaro, Farías, Hudson, Schulman, Barron, Krishnan, Feliz, Brooks-Power, Hanks, Stevens, Moya, Powers, Won, Ossé, Dinowitz, Brannan, Avilés, Ayala, Sanchez, Marte, Rivera, Bottcher, Borelli, Ariola, Vernikov and Paladino

Title: 	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, creating a one-stop shop small business portal


Prop. Int. No. 383-A:	By Council Members Brewer, Louis, Menin and Restler
Title:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the registration requirements and the datasets for ground floor or second floor commercial premises


I. INTRODUCTION
On September 29, 2022, the Committee on Small Business, chaired by Council Member Julie Menin, will hold a vote on the following bills: (1) Proposed Int. No. 116-A, by Council Member Menin, in relation to creating a one-stop shop small business portal; and (2) Proposed Int. No. 383-A, by Council Member Brewer, in relation to the registration requirements and the datasets for ground floor or second floor commercial premises. These bills were previously heard on June 9, 2022.  
II. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Proposed Int. 116-A
This bill would require the Department of Small Business Services, in coordination with the Department of Information, Technology and Telecommunications, to establish an online portal that includes all city licenses, permits and related information needed to establish or operate a small business of any kind in New York City. It would allow for the submission (and tracking once submitted) of all such licenses and permits, and will allow (or include a link to a site that allows) business owners to settle or pay outstanding fines from notices of violation. The portal will be available in at least 10 languages in addition to English. The Commissioner of Small Business would be required to review the effectiveness of the portal in facilitating assistance with respect to the establishment and operation of small businesses in New York City every three years, and this review would be required to include a survey of small businesses. The Mayor and Speaker of the Council would be required to be notified annually of any updates to the portal.
This bill would take effect on November 1, 2023.

Proposed Int. 383-A
	This bill would amend the “ground floor and second floor commercial premises registry” law found in title 11 of the Administrative Code. It would require that filers currently required to file also file supplemental registration statements by August 15 (for the period from January 1 through June 30), and February 15 (for the period from July 1 through December 31) each year, rather than a single filing on June 30 under current law and rules. Supplemental registration statements would be required for any filing property that is vacant at the end of a given reporting period. The bill would also require the Department of Finance to release data from this supplemental registration statement within 60 days of the reporting deadline, compared with six months under current law. 
	The updated filing requirements contained in this bill would take effect on April 1, 2023. Technical edits to the ground floor and second floor commercial premises registry law would take effect immediately.


Proposed Int. No. 116-A
 
By Council Members Menin, Hanif, Williams, Joseph, Brewer, Ung, De La Rosa, Riley, Yeger, Cabán, Abreu, Narcisse, Holden, Velázquez, Gennaro, Farías, Hudson, Schulman, Barron, Krishnan, Feliz, Brooks-Power, Hanks, Stevens, Moya, Powers, Won, Ossé, Dinowitz, Brannan, Avilés, Ayala, Sanchez, Marte, Rivera, Bottcher, Borelli, Ariola, Vernikov and Paladino
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating a one-stop shop small business portal
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Paragraph 3 of subdivision a of section 22-1002 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 155 for the year 2019, is amended to read as follows:
3. (a) An online portal, created in coordination with the commissioner of information technology and telecommunications, to assist with procedures and requirements to establish and operate a small business in the city. Such portal shall have a mobile-friendly responsive design and shall facilitate the processes and procedures for establishing and operating a small business in the city.
(b) The portal required by this paragraph shall be accessible from the department’s website in English and in each of the designated citywide languages as defined in section 23-1101. The portal shall make available all city applications and related information, including applications for permits and licenses, needed to open and operate a small business in the city, and provide for the submission of such applications directly from the portal. The portal shall enable a person to check the status of an application, including for a permit or license issued by the city, that was submitted by such person or is associated with such person’s small business. The portal shall also allow a person to settle or pay outstanding balances on notices of violation, or include a prominent link to a website that provides such capability.
(c) No later than February 1, 2025, and by no later than February 1 of each year thereafter, the commissioner shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report on any updates to the portal implemented during the preceding calendar year. Such report shall also include the number of questions or complaints the department received about the portal during the preceding calendar year, and the average time taken to respond to such questions or complaints; and
4. Such other tools and resources as the commissioner may deem appropriate.
§ 2. Subdivision b of section 22-1002 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 155 for the year 2019, is amended to read as follows:
b. Within 30 days after the effective date of a change to a law or rule referenced in the guide or portal described in [paragraph 2 of] subdivision a of this section, the agency having primary jurisdiction over such law or rule shall inform the department of such change.
1. Within 30 days of being informed of such change, the department shall update the guide accordingly.
2. No later than January 1, 2025, and no later than January 1 of every third year thereafter, the commissioner, in coordination with the commissioner of information technology and communications, shall review the effectiveness of the portal in facilitating assistance with respect to the establishment and operation of small businesses in the city, and implement any updates or modifications to the portal deemed necessary and appropriate. Such review shall include a survey of small businesses.
§ 3. This local law takes effect November 1, 2023, provided that the commissioner of small business services, in consultation with the commissioners of consumer and worker protection, buildings, health and mental hygiene, sanitation, and environmental protection, the fire commissioner, and the head of any other agency that oversees requirements with respect to small businesses, as determined by such commissioner of small business services, shall review the information, processes and procedures as necessary to create such portal, and perform a review to ensure that such portal includes all city applications and related information, including applications for permits and licenses, needed to open and operate a small business in the city, in compliance with this local law before such date.
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Proposed Int. No. 383-A
 
By Council Members Brewer, Louis, Menin and Restler
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the registration requirements and the datasets for ground floor or second floor commercial premises
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 30 of title 11 of the administrative code of the city of New York is renumbered as chapter 31 of title 11 of such code, section 11-3001 of such code is renumbered as section 11-3101 of such code, and the heading of chapter 30 of title 11 of such code, as added by local law number 157 for the year 2019, is amended to read as follows:
CHAPTER [30] 31
GROUND FLOOR AND SECOND FLOOR COMMERCIAL PREMISES REGISTRY
§ 2. Subdivision a of section 11-3101 of the administrative code of the city of New York, section 11-3101 as renumbered by section one of this local law, subdivision a as added by local law number 157 for the year 2019, is amended by adding new definitions of “following calendar year” and “vacancy information” in alphabetical order to read as follows:
Following calendar year. The term “following calendar year” means the calendar year that follows the calendar year in which the registration statement prescribed by this chapter is required.
Vacancy information. The term “vacancy information” means: (i) a statement that the premises was vacant on either June 30 or December 31 of the current calendar year; and, (ii) the expiration date of the most recent lease for such premises, if any, whose start date preceded the reported vacancy date.
§ 3. The introductory paragraph of subdivision b of section 11-3101 of the administrative code of the city of New York, section 11-3101 as renumbered by section one of this local law and subdivision b as added by local law number 157 for the year 2019, is amended to read as follows:
b. Owner’s obligation to register. No later than one year after the effective date of the local law adding this section, and in each year thereafter [according to a schedule that shall be established by rule of the department of finance], every owner of a ground floor or second floor commercial premises, other than a ground floor or second floor commercial premises in real property classified as class one pursuant to section 1802 of the real property tax law, shall submit, in an electronic manner, to the department of finance a registration statement. Such registration statement shall include the following information:
§ 4. The introductory paragraph of subdivision c of section 11-3101 of the administrative code of the city of New York, section 11-3101 as renumbered by section one of this local law and subdivision c as added by local law number 157 for the year 2019, is amended to read as follows:
c. Class one property owner's obligation to register. No later than one year after the effective date of the local law adding this section, and in each year thereafter [according to a schedule that shall be established by rule of the department of finance], every owner of a ground floor or second floor commercial premises in a designated class one property that has not been leased to a tenant for any time period during the twelve months preceding the January 1st of the current calendar year, shall submit, in an electronic manner, to the department of finance a registration statement. Such registration statement shall include the following information:
§ 5. Subdivisions d and f of section 11-3101 of the administrative code of the city of New York, section 11-3101 as renumbered by section one of this local law, subdivision d as added by local law number 157 for the year 2019, and subdivision f as amended by local law number 80 for the year 2021, are amended to read as follows:
d. Supplemental registration. Every owner of a ground floor or second floor commercial premises who is required to file a registration statement pursuant to subdivision b of this section shall also submit a supplemental registration statement if [the premises becomes vacant at any time during the period from January 1 through June 30 of the current calendar year or the ownership of the premises has changed during that period] such premises was vacant as of June 30 or December 31 of the current calendar year. The supplemental registration statement required to report a vacancy as of June 30 shall be due on or before August 15 of the current calendar year, and the supplemental registration statement required to report a vacancy as of December 31 shall be due on or before February 15 of the following calendar year. Such supplemental registration statement shall contain vacancy information and be filed [on forms and according to a schedule] in an electronic form and manner prescribed by the department of finance.
f. The department of finance shall require the registration statements [and supplemental registration] required to be filed pursuant to subdivisions b[,] and c [and d] of this section to be filed with the real property income and expense statement required to be submitted to such department pursuant to section 11-208.1. An owner who is not required to file a real property income and expense statement shall file the registration statement required pursuant to subdivision b or c of this section no later than the date a real property income and expense statement is required to be submitted to such department pursuant to section 11-208.1.
§ 6. Paragraph 1 of subdivision h of section 11-3101 of the administrative code of the city of New York, section 11-3101 as renumbered by section one of this local law and paragraph 1 as added by local law number 157 for the year 2019, is amended to read as follows:
1. Establish [a] public online searchable [dataset]datasets. (a) [Such dataset] One of such datasets shall be based upon registrations, including supplemental registration statements, filed during the previous year, and shall include [a list of street addresses, including block and lot number, and zip code,] for each ground floor and second floor commercial premises [indicating whether or not such commercial premises was reported as being vacant as of December 31 of the previous calendar year, or as of June 30 of the current calendar year if a supplemental registration statement has been filed for such premises.]:
(1) The street address, block and lot number, and zip code;
(2) Whether such commercial premises was reported as being vacant as of the preceding June 30 or December 31, whichever is most recent; and
(3) The expiration date of the lease, as reported in the supplemental registration statement, to the extent applicable; and
(b) Notwithstanding the opening paragraph of this subdivision, the department shall also establish, in a manner determined by such department, a dataset based upon the vacancy information contained in the supplemental registration statements required by subdivision d of this section and update such dataset within 60 days of each August 15 and February 15.
§ 7. This local law takes effect immediately, except that sections five and six of this local law take effect on April 1, 2023.
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