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TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to the regulation of commercial bicyclists. 

BACKGROUND:

         According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MIS), the number of bicycle messengers has increased dramatically in the past few years. In accordance to the Sponsor of this bill many of these bicyclists operate in a careless manner, threatening the safety of both pedestrians and drivers.  

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:  

The proposed legislation seeks to amend Section 10-157 of the administrative Code of the City of New York.  The law currently requires that bicycles used for commercial purposes, provide identification of the business by requiring every bicycle or bicycle operator to be identified by: affixing to the rear of each bicycle, bicycle seat or both sides of  the delivery basket, a sign with the name of the business and a three digit identification number which identifies the bicycle operator.  The proposed legislation seeks to include that any bicycle utilized for commercial purposes shall be registered with the local police precinct. In addition the legislation renames the provisions allowing the identification to be affixed to the bicycle seat or the delivery basket.  The proposed legislation also seeks to amend Section 10-157 to require every commercial bicycle operator, while engaged in bicycle operation, shall wear a helmet meeting the standards of the American National Standards Institute or the Snell Memorial Foundation’s Standards for Protective Headgear for use in Bicycling.  The proposed legislation further states that wearing a helmet means having a helmet of good fit fastened securely upon the head with the helmet straps.      

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

See Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

 

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation would take effect on the first of January next succeeding the date on which it shall have become law.  

