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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Michael Keogh, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 574-A
Committee: Fire and Criminal Justice Services


	Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the provision of certified birth certificates for certain people being released from a New York city or state correctional facility.

	Sponsors:
By Council Members Palma, Brewer, James, Koppell, Martinez , Vacca and Mark-Viverito 


	Summary of Legislation:  This bill would amend section 9-128 of the administrative code to include a new subdivision which would mandate the provision of a free certified birth certificate to either of two categories of individuals: 1) any person born in New York City who has been sentenced to 90 days or more in a New York City jail who serves at least 30 days; and 2) any person born in New York City who is released form State prison.  In order to receive a free certified birth certificate, those individuals released from City jail must request the free certified birth certificate at least 2 weeks prior to release.  The City Department of Correction is mandated to notify eligible inmates within three days of admission.  In order to receive a free certified birth certificate, those individuals released from State prison must request the free certified birth certificate at least 90 days prior to release.


	Effective Date:  This local law would take effect 90 days after enactment.


	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: 2009


	Fiscal Impact Statement:

Effective FY08

FY Succeeding

Effective FY09
Full Fiscal

Impact FY09
Revenues (-) 

de minimis
($85,260)
($85,260)
Expenditures (+) 

$0

$0

$0

Net

$0

($85,260)
($85,260)


	Impact on Revenues:  Taking into account certain assumptions, the maximum revenue impact of this legislation would be a loss of $85,260, consisting of $17,010 for released City inmates and $68,250 for released State prisoners.  The City figure is based on an annual estimate of 4,535 released inmates who serve at least 30 days, with the assumptions that a) 50 percent are born in New York City and b) 50 percent of these eligible inmates request a birth certificate.   The State figure is based on an annual estimate of 9,100 released prisoners born in New York City, with the assumption that 50 percent of these eligible inmates request a birth certificate.  These figures for both City and State revenues could be somewhat lower if, as per the proposed legislation, otherwise eligible requesters are deemed ineligible as a result of having already received a free certified birth certificate. 


	Impact on Expenditures:  This legislation would have no impact on expenditures.  At present, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene already produces birth certificates for most of the individuals targeted by this legislation; these birth certificates, however, are stamped for government purposes only.  


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  Expense Budget


	Source of Information:
City Council Finance Division, New York State Department of Correction, New York City Department of Correction, Mayor’s Office of City legislative Affairs
                                                

	Estimate Prepared By:  Andy Grossman, Assistant Director
                                         Eisha Williams, Legislative Financial Analyst      



	History:
Int. No. 574 was introduced on May 9, 2007
 and referred to the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services. It was considered and laid over by the Committee on June 6, 2007. An amended version of the bill (Proposed Int. No. 574-A) will be considered by the Committee on December 11, 2007.           

	Date Submitted to Council:  May 9, 2007

	


PAGE  
2
Intro 574-A


