







Staff:
Terzah N. Nasser









Counsel to the Committee

Patrick Mulvihill

Policy Analyst

David Pechefsky

Finance Division

[image: image1.png]



THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARCEL VAN OOYEN

 LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR and DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF
COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

Madeline Provenzano, Chair

November 15, 2005

INT. NO. 741:
By:  Council Members Quinn, Brewer, Gerson, James, Koppell, Liu, Nelson, Palma, Recchia Jr., Sears, Stewart and Weprin
TITLE:
In relation to the creation of a temporary fuel-saving program.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Chapter 2 of Title 27 by amending section 27-2031 and adding new section 27-2031.1

BACKGROUND AND INTENT:


The Committee on Housing and Buildings, Chaired by Council Member Madeline Provenzano, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 741, A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to the creation of a temporary fuel-saving program.


In accordance with the provisions of the Housing Maintenance Code and the Multiple Dwelling Law, landlords are required to provide hot water everyday to all tenants of multiple dwellings and to every tenant-occupied one or two-family dwelling between the hours of 6 A.M. and midnight at a constant minimum temperature of 120 degrees Fahrenheit.


According to the Energy Information Agency, Northeast consumers use on average 641 gallons of home heating oil a year. Already, home heating prices in New York City are up to $2.78 per gallon from $2.29, a year ago. The Energy Information Administration, a statistical agency of the  United States Department of Energy, projects home heating oil prices will rise 32 percent in the winter season, which means that the cost would be  69 cents over last winter’s average.
 Prices are soaring this winter due to strong demand, hurricane-related supply interruptions, and low inventory levels.
 

Water heating can account for 10 to 25 percent of the energy used in a household.
  Some studies have indicated that by reducing water temperature, there may be savings of 3-5 percent on water heating costs.
  

Int. No. 741


Bill section one makes a conforming text change to clarify that in bathtubs, washbasins and sinks, as well as in showers, hot water may be supplied at a constant minimum temperature of 110 degrees Fahrenheit instead of 120 degrees Fahrenheit, when the fixture is equipped with a balanced-pressure mixing valve, thermostatic mixing valve, or a combination valve. 

Bill section two will create a temporary fuel-saving program by permitting owners of multiple dwellings and tenant-occupied one-family or two-family dwellings to reduce the temperature at which hot water must be delivered from a minimum temperature of 120 degrees Fahrenheit to a minimum temperature of 110 degrees Fahrenheit, beginning on January 20, 2006 and ending on April 20, 2006. This will include every bathtub, shower, washbasin and sink in any dwelling unit in a multiple dwelling or tenant-occupied one-family or two-family dwelling. Owners will still be required to provide tenants with hot water at all times between the hours of  6 A.M. and midnight.

 This legislation will help residential property owners offset some of the high heating costs expected this winter, while ensuring the delivery of adequate hot water to their tenants. 

This local law shall take effect immediately after the date of its enactment, except  that section 27-2031.1, as added by section two of this local law, shall take effect on January 20, 2006 and have no further force or effect and shall be deemed repealed on April 20, 2006.

� Administrative Code § 27-2031.


� Press release by Senator Charles E. Schumer on the topic of soaring heating prices for New York.


� According to ConocoPhillips, international, integrated energy company. It is the second largest refiner in the United States.


� Study according to The Home Building Industry’s Technical Information Resource.


� Study according to American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy.
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