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On January 19, 2012, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Robert Jackson, and the Committee on Higher Education, chaired by Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, will hold a joint oversight hearing on the topic “Are New York City’s Public School Students Adequately Prepared for College?”  Representatives from the Department of Education (DOE), the City University of New York (CUNY), the Board of Regents, union leaders, advocates, educators, parents and students have been invited to testify.  

Introduction 

The Council’s Committee on Higher Education previously held an oversight hearing on October 24, 2011 regarding the need for remediation by large numbers of incoming CUNY students.
  The hearing also reviewed data showing that the majority of New York City public school students are not adequately prepared for college.

Today’s hearing will examine the DOE’s new college readiness strategies and collaborative efforts with CUNY, as well as the concerns of parents, parent leaders, community groups and advocates regarding DOE’s efforts to prepare public school students for post-secondary education. 

Background

In June 2011, the New York State Education Department (NYSED) released new data showing that only 37% of students statewide who entered high school in 2006 left four years later adequately prepared for college or for well-paying careers.
  The picture was even more dismal for New York City, where just 21% of the students who started high school in 2006 graduated “college-ready” in 2010.
  

These statistics are particularly troubling given that it is widely recognized that post-secondary education is increasingly necessary to be successful in the 21st century.  According to some researchers, two years of postsecondary education has become the baseline for future success.
  Generally, the higher the level of educational attainment, the more a person will earn over his or her lifetime.
  According to the latest data from the U.S. Census Bureau, the median annual earnings for full-time year-round workers with different education levels are as follows: high school graduate $34,197; Associate’s degree $44,086; Bachelor’s degree $57,026; Master’s degree $69,958; and Doctorate degree $88,867.

Recently, there has been a growing nationwide recognition that the long-held assumption that earning a high school diploma automatically means that a student is prepared for college, is faulty.  The high national rates of college students requiring remedial courses and low college graduation rates support this view.  Estimates suggest that nationally, 60% of first-time community college students who enroll directly from high school do not have the basic academic skills needed to successfully complete college-level courses.
  One study found that 58% of students who attended a community college took at least one remedial course, 44% took between one and three remedial courses, and 14% took more than three such courses.

In fact, 79 % of CUNY freshmen entering the community colleges require remediation.
  Due in part to the high percentage of students in remediation, CUNY’s community colleges have long struggled to improve their graduation rates.
 Students do not earn any credits for remedial courses and cannot move on in college until they pass these courses. Historically, typical remedial courses, at CUNY have had low pass rates.
 Students can spend several semesters completing their remedial courses.
  The longer it takes students to finish their remediation and take credit-bearing college courses, the less likely such students are ever to graduate.
  Furthermore, a number of students use up their financial aid while they are in remediation, and as result, by the time they are able to take credit-bearing courses, they do not have enough financial aid to carry them through to graduation.

To address the increasing under-preparedness of American high school graduates, the National Governors Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers jointly developed a set of education standards in 2010, the Common Core State Standards, which “define the knowledge and skills students should have within their K-12 education careers so that they will graduate high school fully prepared for college and careers.”
  The Common Core State Standards have already been adopted by 45 states, including New York.
  Over the next few years, states will begin to develop tests, curriculum materials, and professional development programs aligned to the standards.
  New York is already in the process of preparing curriculum and assessments aligned with the new standards – a process the State expects to have completed by the 2014-15 school year.
  

New York City has already begun to use Common Core standards to improve students’ college and career readiness.  DOE’s efforts to introduce the Common Core, as well as other initiatives to increase college readiness, will be discussed in greater detail below.
Defining and Measuring College Readiness 

According to Achieve, national non-profit education reform organization, “Being ready for college means that a high school graduate has the English and mathematics knowledge and skills necessary to qualify for and succeed in entry-level, credit-bearing college courses without the need for remedial coursework.”
  Broader definitions of overall college readiness have also been developed.  One of the most comprehensive descriptions of overall college readiness consists of four interrelated elements: 1) Key habits of mind (ability to follow logic, interpret information, solve a non-routine problem, etc.); 2) Academic knowledge and skills (core knowledge in English, math, science, social studies, world languages, and the arts and ability to write effectively, conduct research, and synthesize findings); 3) Academic behaviors (ability to take the initiative to do more than the minimum required, study skills, task prioritizing and time management); 4) Contextual skills (“college knowledge,” i.e. knowing how to apply to college, access financial aid, utilize services available to students and how colleges operate).
  
Researchers have found the largest predictors of college success include the academic intensity (level of expected difficulty) and quality of high school courses taken.
  Less significant, but still a strong predictor of college success, are the grades that students earn.
  Measures used to indicate college readiness vary in different locales.  New York State, CUNY and DOE have each developed their own measures, but there is considerable overlap among them.

New York State
Recognizing that remediation rates in New York’s colleges are far too high, the Board of Regents and NYSED have been working to determine which data are good indicators of future post-secondary success and have begun to consider changes to New York’s graduation requirements.
  In the interim, the Regents have established “aspirational performance measures” to be used by schools, districts and parents to better inform them of the progress of their students.
  At present, they have established the following two aspirational performance measures (APM):
· Regents with Advanced Designation APM - The percent of students in the cohort who earned a Regents diploma with Advanced Designation (i.e., earned 22 units of course credit; passed 7-9 Regents exams at a score of 65 or above; and took advanced course sequences in Career and Technical Education, the arts, or a language other than English); and 

· Regents-Based English/Math APM - The percent of students in the cohort who graduated with a local, Regents, or Regents with Advanced Designation diploma and earned a score of 75 or greater on their English Regents examination and an 80 or better on a math Regents exam (note: this aspirational measure is what had been referred to as the “college and career ready” graduation rate in February 2011; it is now referred to as the “ELA/Math APM”).

CUNY
Since 1999, CUNY has allowed applicants to demonstrate that they do not need remediation by obtaining a score of at least 75on the English or Math Regents exams.
  Later, CUNY officials have raised the criteria, now recommending that students enter their classes having received at least a 75 on the English exam and an 80 on the Math A test, and in addition, they suggest that students also have scored at least a 65 on the Math B Regents, the next test in the math sequence.
  Students are also required to take a college placement test to determine whether, and which, remedial courses are needed.
 
DOE
The DOE has developed three college readiness metrics to be phased-in for inclusion on high schools’ Progress Reports.  These metrics will be reported, but not scored, in the 2010-11 high school Progress Report, and will be incorporated as scored metrics in the 2011-12 Progress Report:
1. College Preparatory Course Index is based on the percentage of students in the 2011 cohort (all students who entered high school four years earlier) who have achieved 65+ on the Algebra II, Math B, Chemistry, or Physics Regents exam; or 3+ on any Advanced Placement (AP) exam; or 4+ on any International Baccalaureate (IB) exam; or a grade of “C” or higher in a course for college credit (e.g. College Now, Early College).
2. College Readiness Index is based on the percentage of students in the 2011 cohort who graduated and met the Regents exam, SAT, and/or course standards for passing out of remedial coursework at CUNY, by August 2011.  
3. College Enrollment Rate - This metric is based on the percentage of students in the 2010 cohort who graduated and enrolled in a degree program at a two- or four-year college or university by December 31, 2010.

According to the New York State Education Department (NYSED), 61% of City public school students who entered high school in 2006 (2006 cohort) graduated 4 years later, in June 2010.
  In terms of college readiness for New York City, 16.4% of the 2006 cohort graduated with an Advanced Designation Regents diploma and 21.4% met the ELA/Math APM – compared with an overall graduation rate of 61%.
  While the Committees don’t have a complete breakdown of data for subgroups in New York City, statewide, there is also a wide gap between white students and minority students in college-readiness.  Fifty percent of white students met the college-ready standard, compared to just 13% of black students and 15% of Hispanic students.

NYC Department of Education College Readiness Strategies 

Aside from the Common Core, it is unclear whether DOE has a comprehensive college-readiness plan, as there is no mention of a plan on DOE’s website.  However, in September 2010, Mayor Michael Bloomberg revealed several new education reforms to prepare students for college and careers in a speech delivered at NBC’s “Education Nation” Summit.
  Among the reforms announced were initiatives to improve teacher quality, new technology strategies, and partnerships with the private sector to raise classroom standards.

Focusing on teacher quality and effectiveness, the Mayor announced that the City had received a $36 million Teacher Incentive Fund (TIF) grant from the US Department of Education (USDOE) to enlist highly-skilled teachers to work in low-performing schools and mentor fellow instructors.
  Specifically, the City would target struggling students by placing a cohort of “master teachers” and “turnaround teachers” in low-performing schools using TIF grant funds to pay an additional 30% salary bonus for master teachers, and 15% for turnaround teachers – who have demonstrated significant gains in student achievement.
  In addition, the Mayor announced that the City would implement a four-tier rating system for determining whether a teacher should be awarded tenure.  Under the new plan, only teachers rated “effective” or “highly effective” would be eligible for tenure after three years.

Mayor Bloomberg also disclosed that the City had begun to pilot a range of technology innovations in 80 schools to help personalize learning for every child, which would ultimately lead to the creation of 400 Innovation Schools over a 3-year period.
  Among the piloted innovations are: a “virtual school” model that integrates online learning with face-to-face classroom instruction, allowing students to learn at their own pace; innovations in the way schools use time and staffing, implementing new ways to extend the school year and increase time spent in the classroom; and technology that helps teachers evaluate student progress in real time.

The Mayor also announced that New York City was one of four recipients of a Communities Learning in Partnership (CLIP) Implementation Grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the National League of Cities.
  The $3 million grant would be used to support a CUNY-DOE partnership, initiated in 2008, focused on raising standards, sharing data, and measuring the success of students who graduate from City high schools.
  Specifically, the funds would be used to align academic standards between high schools and City community colleges; better coordinate academic counseling; and work to develop a common benchmark for measuring college readiness, which may be used in the City’s accountability system for grading schools at all levels.

Another partnership, involving DOE, CUNY and IBM, was announced to develop a school focused on computer science that runs from grade 9 through the equivalent of grade 14, which would give students the opportunity to graduate with an Associate’s Degree.
  This strategy dovetails with the larger P-16 (Pre-school to “16th grade,” or the last year of college) educational movement nationwide.
  A growing number of states, including New York, have created dual enrollment programs that give high school students an opportunity to receive credit for college-level work.
  New York City already has a number of such programs (e.g. College Now and Early College high schools) run by CUNY in collaboration with DOE, which will be described in a later section on CUNY. 
Common Core
As previously noted, perhaps the most powerful tool for helping all students to become college and career ready is the Common Core State Standards (“Common Core”).  In New York State, the Common Core include standards for students in pre-kindergarten through 12th grade in English language arts and math.
  The English standards emphasize that teachers in all subjects are responsible for teaching literacy and students will be asked to do significantly more writing and to read increasingly complex texts, with an emphasis on nonfiction.
  In math, students will take more time to understand concepts deeply, make connections between topics, and master complex ideas through hands-on learning.

DOE has already begun to incorporate the Common Core into City schools and has established Citywide Instructional Expectations for 2011-12, which specify that all New York City students will complete at least one literacy assignment and one math assignment aligned to the Common Core this year, each as part of a larger unit of curriculum.
  In literacy, students will be asked to read and analyze a piece of nonfiction writing and use evidence from the text to write opinions and arguments in response.  In math, students will solve a challenging problem based on a real-world situation, exploring the reasoning behind arguments to arrive at a solution.

Support for schools in transitioning to the Common Core standards is provided by the school’s Children First Network.
  In 2011-12, the DOE hired additional instructional coaches for every network team to provide increased support for schools and teachers to plan how to integrate the Common Core standards as a multi-year process.

College Readiness Metrics on Progress Reports

The data-sharing agreement between DOE and CUNY has yielded helpful information used to inform changes to school Progress Reports, DOE’s primary accountability mechanism.  The new college readiness metrics being phased-in for inclusion on high school Progress Reports, as previously described, help “capture a broader range of student performance and increase the rigor and stability of the Progress Report.”
  In addition, DOE intends for the new metrics to drive schools to do a better job at preparing students for college.  Specifically, the College Preparatory Course Index “will incentivize and reward high schools for engaging students in rigorous college preparatory coursework.”
  Similarly, use of the College Readiness Index is intended to “incentivize and reward schools for preparing students to engage in college level coursework without the need for remediation.”  The College Enrollment Rate metric will show how well City schools are meeting the goal of preparing students to succeed in college.
One concrete indicator of the new metrics driving schools to change is the fact that all high schools now have the opportunity to nominate up to four rigorous college preparatory courses for College Preparatory Course Certification (CPCC).
  The CPCC process recognizes high school courses that build college readiness skills and expands the range of courses for which high schools can earn credit on the College Preparatory Course Index, one of the new Progress Report college-readiness metrics.
  Schools are invited to submit applications from December 13, 2011 through January 18, 2012.

CUNY College Readiness Strategies
The City University of New York (CUNY) is the nation’s largest urban public university serving more than 480,000 students at 24 colleges and institutions in New York City. The University’s 24 institutions include 11 senior colleges, and six community colleges.
 CUNY has several programs known as “Collaborative Programs” that help middle and high school students prepare for college success. CUNY’s Collaborative Programs include CUNY-sponsored or affiliated schools, programs with pre-college and college courses and activities, academic advising and support services, and arts projects.  The Office of Academic Affairs manages these efforts in partnership with the New York City Department of Education (DOE) and other organizations.
  Such programs include Graduate NYC!, College Now, Early College Initiative, At Home in College, Middle Grades Initiative/GEAR UP,
  and CUNY Prep.

Graduate NYC! College Readiness & Success Initiative

Funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Graduate NYC! brings together CUNY, the DOE and a broad array of community-based organizations to address the key problems hindering student success, such as academic preparedness, financial aid access, and college knowledge and navigation.
  The initiative’s long-term goals are to greatly increase the proportion of New York City high school students who graduate prepared for college, and to double the numbers of students graduating from CUNY by 2020.
 To reach these goals, Graduate NYC! aims to bring together the leadership, expertise, and commitment of all those who aim to help students achieve college success.  In 2011-2012,  Graduate NYC! is engaged in several major projects:
 

· Completion of a longitudinal tracking database that allows CUNY and DOE to analyze and report factors related to student success.

· High school and college curriculum alignment in reading and writing and math.

· Systemic early intervention for high school students not on track to be college ready.

· Development of NYC-specific college knowledge, access and success web resource for students and parents, and college support professionals.

College Now

College Now is CUNY’s largest Collaborative Program, enlisting all 17 senior and community colleges and nearly 400 City public high schools in its mission to help prepare students for high school graduation and success in college.
  This “enhanced dual enrollment program” provides multiple pathways to college-readiness, including college-credit courses, preparatory courses and workshops, experiential-based summer programs, and access to campus facilities and cultural offerings.
 In the 2010-2011 academic year, approximately 20,000 students generated 28,000 enrollments, including 1,500 students who enrolled in CUNY campus-based summer programs.
  In 2009-10, 62% - or 7,769 - of the College Now participants who attended college entered CUNY.

College Now is offered before and after high school, both on college campuses and in high schools across NYC.  College Now directors from the 17 CUNY campuses work with school leaders, counselors and teachers to implement the program, with about 60% of program activities (college-credit and pre-college courses) taking place on the high school campus, and the remaining courses held at the college campus.
  To take a college-credit class, participants must meet course enrollment requirements.
 Each campus College Now program considers Regents scores, SAT or PSAT scores, and/or GPA (grade point average) to decide eligibility for enrollment in a course for college credit.
  Most College Now activities are available for students in the 11th or 12th grade, but there are some preparatory activities available for 10th graders.
  In most cases, classes and events take place before or after school or, in some cases, on the weekend.

In addition, program administrators have designed program activities to enhance performance on Regents and CUNY placement exams so that students will be able to enroll in college without the need for remediation.
  Although the program varies from school to school and campus to campus, they are similar in terms of overall structure, implementation and goals.
  In a review of 2,303 high school graduates in 2001 and 2002 who participated in CUNY’s College Now program and subsequently enrolled in CUNY, researchers found that College Now participants were 9.7 percent more likely than their similarly qualified peers to pursue a bachelor’s degree as opposed to an associate degree.
 Over the 3.5 years of postsecondary experience that was examined, the dual enrollment students earned 10.6 more credits than their non-dual enrollment counterparts.

The Early College Initiative (ECI) 

Early college high schools are small public schools that offer a carefully integrated curriculum that allows students to graduate from high school having earned one to two years of transferable college credit, at no cost to themselves or their families. These schools are designed for low-income youth, first-generation college-goers, English language learners, and other groups that have been historically underrepresented in higher education. Early college high schools recognize that the students who are least likely to achieve a postsecondary degree are most in need of early and engaging experiences with college, and that the opportunity to do challenging academic work, while saving time and money, can be a powerful motivator for students.

Currently, there are approximately 5,700 students enrolled in 12 early college schools throughout New York City, each of which is partnered with one of the undergraduate colleges at CUNY.
  The ambitious designs of early college high schools require close collaboration between schools and college partners. Most schools are located near or on a college campus. By making campus life and college-level work a part of every student’s high school experience, early college high schools may eliminate financial, academic, and psychological hurdles that prevent too many students from entering and succeeding in college.
 

Because many of the schools are relatively new, CUNY is only beginning to see large numbers of students graduating with significant numbers of college credits.
  For example, roughly 40% of the students graduating from Hostos Lincoln Academy in the South Bronx in 2011 earned both a high school diploma and an associate degree.
  An additional 20% graduated with between one and two years of transferable college credit.
 Approximately 45% of these students entered 9th grade below grade-level proficiency in English and math, and roughly 45% were English language learners.

At Home in College

At Home in College supports 1,700 seniors in 62 high schools and transfer schools who are on-track to graduate but have not met traditional benchmarks for college readiness.
 The program prepares students for CUNY’s placement exams, tests them in cohorts on a CUNY campus, and provides workshops that help students complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and the CUNY online application. The program also provides advisement support the summer before matriculation and during students’ first year at CUNY.
  CUNY Central Office staff work with high school principals, counselors and administrators to implement program activities.  As the program mostly take place during the school day, principals are involved in selecting faculty and counselors, attend an orientation, and complete a core commitment letter. In addition, administrators receive a college-readiness profile for their school (which contains post-secondary outcomes for their students who enroll in CUNY) and regular reports on student progress.
 

Middle Grades Initiative/GEAR UP (MGI/GEAR UP)

MGI/GEAR UP is a consortium project with 5 CUNY colleges and 12 partner DOE secondary schools.
 In 2010-11, the program served nearly 3,400 students in grades 8-11 at 12 schools in the Bronx, Manhattan, and Queens.
  MGI/GEAR UP students are supported through a variety of services beginning in 6th or 7th grade and continuing through graduation and enrollment in college.  The entire grade-level cohort participates in MGI/GEAR UP, and each school has at least 2 grade-level cohorts participating in the program.
  All students in the grade-level cohort are provided a variety of student services and activities that include school-based tutoring in math, science, and English, advising and counseling, early college awareness activities, art education resources, and parent/family outreach. MGI/GEAR UP students receive academic and advisement support as they transition into the high schools grades so they are prepared to take advantage of college-level opportunities available through CUNY College Now.

CUNY Prep

CUNY Prep offers a full-time college preparatory educational program to young adults who have left high school and need to earn their High School Equivalency Diploma (GED).
  Located in the Bronx, CUNY Prep was one of the first programs anywhere to focus on helping disconnected youth transition to college after earning a GED and has become a national model since its founding in 2003.
  CUNY Prep staff offer graduates additional support through a College Transition Academy and advisement services at Hostos Community College. It has helped over 1400 young people earn GEDs, about 40% of whom have gone on to college.
 

In addition to CUNY’s Collaborative Programs, the University offers a range of programs aimed at supporting students who enter college under-prepared for college-level work. Such programs include CUNY Start and the CUNY Language Immersion Program. 
CUNY Start

CUNY Start is designed for college-bound high school and GED graduates who need to increase their proficiency in academic reading, writing and math before starting credit classes. The program enrolls entering students whose CUNY Assessment Tests in reading, writing and/or math indicate the need for significant remediation. CUNY Start seeks to minimize the amount of required remedial coursework underprepared students must take, and to foster higher levels of persistence and graduation once students start their degree programs.
 The program consists of two phases: twelve weeks of “core instruction,” after which students re‐take assessment tests, and then an additional three to six weeks of core instruction as needed. Instruction in the program is intensive: 25 hours a week in the full‐time program and 12 hours a week in the part‐time program of either math or reading/writing.  All current instructors have spent one semester observing and participating with a lead CUNY Start instructor in his or her classroom in preparation for their own subsequent teaching in the program.

According to CUNY, results to date have been strong in terms of student gains on the CUNY Assessment Tests. In the full‐time program, almost no students entered having passed the CUNY Assessment Test in math II and writing.  In program post‐tests, 86% and 85%, respectively, of program completers gained exemption from remedial coursework in these areas.
 Those who did not gain exemption, nevertheless, made gains that resulted in reduced remedial needs. Outcome data from the part‐time program are similarly strong.

CUNY Language Immersion Program (CLIP)

The CUNY Language Immersion Program works with a different population, namely immigrants whose academic skills may be college-ready, but whose English language skills need improvement before they take college-level coursework.  CLIP provides an opportunity for students to spend an intensive period of time learning academic English before enrolling in college courses. The program operates 25 hours a week, with day and evening sessions available. Students who have been admitted to CUNY defer their matriculation in order to enroll in this full-time program for one or two semesters.  The program serves over 3,000 students per year.

Issues and Concerns

Critics charge that, until recently, DOE’s reform efforts were focused mainly on increasing the numbers of students graduating, rather than on the quality of education they received.  Support for this notion comes from data showing that most college-ready students attended a small number of schools; there were only 49 schools in New York City where at least one-third of the students graduated college ready in 2010.
  In fact, 6 large well-respected high schools (Stuyvesant, Bronx Science, Brooklyn Tech, Francis Lewis, Midwood and LaGuardia, the performing arts high school) accounted for one-quarter of the city’s college-ready graduates, though these schools together made up just 7% of the freshman class in 2006.
  Furthermore, some of the City’s high schools received the highest grades under DOE’s school assessment system, yet graduated students who are not ready for college.
  Of the 70 high schools that earned an “A” on the 2010 Progress Report and have at least one-third of graduates attending a college at CUNY, 46 posted remediation rates above 50%, according to reports sent to the City’s high schools.
  According to a Daily News analysis, new schools founded by the Bloomberg administration performed worse than older schools on college readiness measures.
  On average, the new schools graduate approximately 70% of students in four years, but just 12% of students who graduate are prepared for college.
  Rather than instituting a comprehensive college readiness plan, there are concerns that DOE is instead attempting to broadly link all its existing reform efforts, such as creating new schools, or replacing traditional schools with charter schools, to better preparing students for college.  However, according to the latest NYSED data, only 9.5% of charter school students statewide who graduated in 2010 met college readiness standards.

There is also concern that holding schools accountable based on the new college readiness metrics will result in schools attempting to improve their standing by cheating or “gaming” the system.  There have been charges that grades on high school Progress Reports, which are now largely dependent on graduation rates, have been manipulated by some schools.  Allegations about widespread abuse of “credit recovery” have surfaced as schools have experienced intense pressure to push students toward graduation, and in particular after the City began judging high schools in 2007 based in part on how many credits students accumulate.
  Similar allegations have arisen about cheating on Regents and other exams to boost schools’ performance on Progress Reports and other measures.  According to press reports, allegations of test-tampering and grade-changing by educators have more than tripled since Mayor Bloomberg took control of the City’s school system.

Another area of concern is the availability of counseling services to assist students with college preparation.  Critics charge that there are too few guidance counselors dedicated to college advisement to assist students with such things as college applications and financial aid.  Although some schools use an “advisory” model where each adult staff member is assigned to meet with a smaller group, typically 10-15 students, on an ongoing basis and can assist with some college advisory tasks, this model does not appear to be in widespread use.  Results from a 2005 survey of high school youth show that  66% of students in large schools and 50% in small schools said they were never, rarely, or only sometimes able to get help at school when they had questions about college.

Finally, there are concerns about how well DOE and CUNY are working together on college readiness initiatives and DOE’s institutional commitment.  For example, in 2000 there was an attempt to improve collaboration between DOE and CUNY and significantly expand college preparedness programs by creating a new deputy chancellor to ensure effective coordination between CUNY and DOE.
  However, this position was later eliminated under the Bloomberg administration and no similar mechanism for overseeing the collaboration was later developed.

Conclusion


Today’s hearing will provide an opportunity to review the DOE’s new college-readiness strategies and collaborative efforts with CUNY, as well as to hear the concerns of parents, parent leaders, community groups and advocates regarding the City’s efforts to prepare public school students for post-secondary education.
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