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March 30, 2004

INT. NO. 34
By: Council Members Brewer, Avella, Comrie, Fidler, Gentile, Gerson, Gioia, Jackson, McMahon, Nelson, Provenzano, Quinn, Seabrook, Weprin, Moskowitz, Felder and Gennaro

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivision (a) and (g), and adds new paragraphs (i), (j), (k) and (l) to Section 10-117

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the improper placement of stickers.

OVERVIEW:

On March 30, 2004 the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management, chaired by Council Member Michael E. McMahon, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 34. This bill would amend subdivision (a) and (g), and add new sections (i), (j), (k) and (l) to Section 10-117 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as enacted by local law 34 for the year 1985 and amended by local law 68 for the year 1995, local law 27 for the year 1992 an local law 311 for the year 1992, to make it illegal to affix or place by whatever means a sticker or decal of any type on a public or private building or structure. A hearing was held on November 20, 2003 on an identical bill Int. No. 541. Int. 34 is a resubmission of Int. No.541. At the November 20, 2004 hearing the Department of Sanitation and all public speakers spoke in favor of the bill.

Int. No. 34


Int. No. 34 would amend Section 10-117 of the administrative code as follows:


Section 10-117 would be amended to make it illegal to affix, attach or place by whatever means a sticker or decal of any type on a public or private building or structure.

Section 10-117 would also be amended to create a rebuttable presumption that the person whose name, telephone number, or other identifying information which appears on any sticker or decal has violated this section by placing the stickers or decal or directing or permitting someone else to engage in such activity. Other amendments to Section 10-117 provide that when an answering service telephone number is the only identifying information on the illegally placed sticker or decal, a rebuttable presumption will exist that holds the answering service liable for a violation of this section.  The amendments will also permit the commissioner of the Department of Sanitation to subpoena official telephone records for the purpose of determining the identity and location of the person or entity responsible for the illegal stickers or decals. Another amendment provides that any one found to have violated this section shall be responsible for the cost of the removal of the unauthorized sticker(s) in addition to any other fine imposed.

BACKGROUND


Local Law 2 for the year 2003 amended Section 10-119 of the administrative code by expanding the definition of illegal postings to include stickers that were placed on any public area, structure or building. However, this law did not cover the placement of stickers on private buildings or structures. 

 Council members have received numerous complaints from building owners that private businesses place advertising stickers on their doors, entranceways or mailboxes, without their permission.  Parts of the city are blanketed with stickers advertising everything from 24-hour locksmiths to nightclub announcements.  These stickers are causing damage to private property and cost building owners time and money to remove this form of “graffiti advertisement” from their storefronts, front doors and windows. Under current law, there is no prohibition against these unwanted, unsolicited advertisements. Int. No. 34 will rectify this inequity in the law by amending Section 10-117 to prohibit the placing of stickers or decals on private buildings or structures. 
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