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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York to require that brides, grooms and domestic partners be provided written information on domestic violence, important phone numbers to call in case of needed assistance, and the consequences of engaging in said behavior.
Introduction


On Tuesday, January 25, 2005, the Committee on Governmental Operations will hear testimony on Introductory Bill Number (“Int. No.”) 199, a bill that would require the City Clerk to provide written information on domestic violence, important phone numbers to call in case of needed assistance, and the consequences of engaging in said behavior to brides, grooms and domestic partners.  Expected to testify are representatives of the City Clerk and other advocacy groups dealing with domestic violence and women’s issues. 

BACKGROUND

For many years, when issues such as domestic violence were not on the forefront of public awareness or even discussed, victims of domestic violence would often suffer in silence, not knowing where to turn for support.  For well over a decade, however, there has been a continuing nationwide effort to combat domestic violence from a broad spectrum of areas, be it governmental or from any one of the numerous advocacy groups or service providers that currently exist.

For example, at every level of government, policies and programs have been developed to assist victims of domestic violence and to prevent domestic violence from occurring. In 1994, the federal Violence Against Women Act was enacted, with the United States Department of Justice creating in 1995 what is now their Office on Violence Against Women, which in part, handles “the Department’s legal and policy issues regarding violence against women.”
Closer to home at the local level, in 2002, in complying with a citywide ballot referendum, Mayor Bloomberg established the Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence.  According to its website, “[t]he Mayor's Office to Combat Domestic Violence (OCDV) formulates policies and programs; monitors the citywide delivery of domestic violence services; and works with diverse communities to increase awareness of domestic violence. OCDV works closely with community leaders, health care providers, City agencies and representatives from the criminal justice system to hold batterers accountable and to create solutions that are critical to preventing domestic violence in New York City.”

Regardless of whether the efforts to address domestic violence come from government policies and programs or from the work of advocacy groups and service providers, a common thread that they share is to bring public awareness to the issue. 

These attempts at public awareness, combined with the work of law enforcement agencies, have, apparently been successful in decreasing the level of domestic violence. According to the OCDV Domestic Violence Fact Sheet (September 2004)
 there were 64 family related homicides
 in 2003, which marks a 17.9% decrease in comparison to 2002. As of 9/25/04 there were 49 family related homicides. Additionally, 4,068 felony assault complaints were filed in 2003, 11.9% fewer than in 2002. Similarly, in 2003, 6,831 complaints of Violations of Orders of Protections were filed, compared to 7,487 in 2002, or a decrease of 8.8%.

When looking at domestic violence calls placed to the City’s hotline number,
 there are positive indications that incidents of domestic violence may be on the decline. According to the OCDV Domestic Violence Fact Sheet (September 2004), in 2003, there were 147,169 calls answered by the hotline. This represents 2.7% fewer calls than the 151,276 calls answered in 2002. As of 8/31/04, 106,996 calls had been answered for the year, marking a daily average of 440 calls answered, or 9% more than the 403 average calls a day in 2003. 

Though there have been numerous public awareness campaigns regarding domestic violence to help bring light to the issue and provide contact information for people in need of help, increasing the distribution of such information only helps to serve both those in need and those that serve them. In the end, no matter how beneficial a domestic violence service or program, it accomplishes little if nobody knows about it. Similar to that of the City’s Motor Voter Law, in which voter registration cards are provided along with drivers licenses, Int. No. 199 is designed to disseminate vital information about domestic violence, such as contact numbers to report domestic violence and information about the consequences of engaging in such behavior when people receive marriage licenses or domestic partnership papers. 

INT. NO. 199

Int. No. 199 would amend the administrative code of the city of New York by creating a new section in subchapter 1 of chapter 2 of title 3 of the administrative code and in subchapter 3 of Chapter 2 of title 3 of the of the administrative code. Section 1 of Int. No. 199 would create a new section 3-207a, which states that “[u]pon issuing a certificate of marriage registration pursuant to section fourteen-a of the state domestic relations law, the city clerk shall provide written information on domestic violence, including, but not limited to, important phone numbers to call if assistance is needed relating to domestic violence, and the consequences of engaging in such violence.  Such written information will be produced in conjunction with the department of social services and each of the city’s district attorneys.”

Section 2 of Int. No. 199 would create a new section 3-245, which states that “[u]pon issuing a certificate of domestic partnership registration pursuant to section 3-244, the city clerk shall provide written information on domestic violence, including, but not limited to, important phone numbers to call if assistance is needed relating to domestic violence, and the consequences of engaging in such violence.  Such written information will be produced in conjunction with the department of social services and each of the city’s district attorneys.” 

Pursuant to Section 3 of Int. 199, the proposed law would take effect ninety days after its enactment into law. 
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� See Department of Justice website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/vawo/about.htm" ��http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/vawo/about.htm�).





� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/ocdv/html/about/about.shtml" ��http://www.nyc.gov/html/ocdv/html/about/about.shtml�.





� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/ocdv/downloads/pdf/factsheet_fall04.pdf" ��http://www.nyc.gov/html/ocdv/downloads/pdf/factsheet_fall04.pdf�.





� According the OCDV Domestic Violence Fact Sheet (see fn 3), a family related homicide includes intimate partner homicide, as well as homicide committed by other family members and includes children who are killed as a result of family violence.


� New York City’s 24-hour domestic violence hotline number can be reached at 1-800-621-HOPE (4673).
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