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TITLE:
To amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to permissible forms of muni-meter payment.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 19-167 to title nineteen.
INTRODUCTION


On October 8, 2008, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 175.  Int. No. 175 would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York to require that muni-meters accept credit cards and other forms of payment.  Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”), transportation advocates, community board representatives and civic groups.

BACKGROUND
Ten years ago, the Department of Transportation began to replace the old familiar single space parking meter with a new type of parking meter called a muni-meter.
  Muni-meters differ from the old meters in several ways:

· muni-meters are not assigned to a single spot and may not be adjacent to a parking spot;

· muni-meters do not display the amount of time that a driver is allowed to park, rather it dispenses a receipt that a driver is required to display on his or her dashboard; and 

· muni-meters hold the promise of being able to accept different payment media and be programmed to charge different fees based upon time of day or other factors.

While muni-meters were somewhat of a novelty and frustrated some when they were first introduced
, they are now commonplace, with 2,800 across the City and plans to install more.
  Despite the growing number of muni-meters, they generally have not lived up to the promise of being able to accept payment forms other than cash.  As of the end of 2007, only about one third of muni-meters were able to accept credit and debit cards.
  This bill would require all muni-meters to be able to accept credit and debit cards four months after it is enacted.
ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 175 would add a new section 19-167 to title 19 of the Administrative Code.  Subdivision a of new section 19-167 would define “muni-meter” to mean a machine operated by or on behalf of New York City “from which a person may purchase a desired amount of parking time for spaces in designated areas and which dispenses a receipt or tag to be displayed in the vehicle windshield reflecting the period of parking time purchased.”
Subdivision b of new section 19-167 would require all muni-meters to accept both coin and paper United States Currency, credit cards, debit cards or any card or pass sanctioned by New York City as permissible payment.
Section two of Int. No. 175 would provide that this local law take effect one hundred twenty days after its enactment.
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