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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARY MASTROPAOLO, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chairman

INT. NO. 957:
By: The Speaker (Council Member Vallone) and Council Members Koslowitz, McCaffrey, Boyland and Golden; also Council Members O’Donovan, Sabini and Abel

TITLE:
In relation to a park name, Peter Chahales Park, Borough of Queens.

INTENT:
This legislation would name a triangular park bounded by 69th Street, 58th Avenue and the Queens Midtown Expressway.

COMMENT:

The following biographical material was supplied by Mr. Chahales’ widow, Mrs. Ethel Chahales. 

Peter Chahales was born in 1922 of immigrant Greek parents in the “Gashouse” district on the eastside of Manhattan.  A onetime comic, dancer and emcee in vaudeville, during World War II he served as a theatrical producer for the Army’s Special Services Division in the Panama Canal Zone, putting on shows for military personnel.  

In 1955, after managing several top restaurants in Manhattan and Brooklyn, Peter Chahales opened the Spartan Restaurant on Grand Avenue in Maspeth, Queens.  Known as the unofficial “Mayor of Maspeth”, Peter Chahales was a longtime member of the Maspeth Post of the American Legion.

Although twice defeated in his bids for a seat in the State Assembly and State Senate, he carved out a reputation as a well-respected relentless community advocate.  In the 1980’s he served as an administrative assistant to the late Democratic Councilman Walter Crowley.

Peter Chahales served as a member of Queens Community Board No. 2 and as President of the Maspeth Chamber of Commerce.  He was a longtime fundraiser for the Police Athletic League and was an active member of the Hellenic American Neighborhood Action Committee (HANAC) and the American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association.

Peter Chahales died on April 29, 1994 at the age of 72.  He was survived by his wife, Ethel, two children and five grandchildren.

Queens Community Board No. 5 is in support of Int. No. 957.

UPDATE:
On November 9, 2001 Int. No. 957 was adopted by the Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and International Intergroup Relations by a vote of 7:0:0. 
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