
CURRENT INTRODUCTION NUMBER:

Int. No. 1385-A
PRIME SPONSORS:

Council Member Ferreras-Copeland (in conjunction with the Mayor) 
TITLE:  

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the sale of tax liens and notice to property owners when property tax bills are available online
BILL SUMMARY:

This plain language summary is for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is available online at legistar.council.nyc.gov.

This bill would reauthorize the City’s tax lien sale program for another four years. It would also do the following: 
1) Allow for greater flexibility with payment plans, including the option of monthly payments and a one-time opportunity to enter into a second payment plan if the property owner has defaulted on a previous plan; 

2) Change notification and communication requirements, including the provision of written notification to the owner when a property is removed from the lien sale due to payment or any other reason, expansion of the use of telephone and email as outreach methods, and connecting property owners to financial counseling resources;

3) Mandate greater data collection and reporting on the impact of the lien sale, including the reporting of currently available data on the charges accrued to properties after the lien sale, mortgage and title transfers of properties included in the lien sale, and surveys to determine the circumstances that lead property owners to fall behind on municipal charges; and

4) Allow emergency repair charges of at least $1,000, that had remained unpaid for at least one year, to trigger lien sale eligibility for non-owner occupied one-, two-, and three-family homes.
It would also renumber one of the two sections 11-245.8 of the Administrative Code to become 11-245.10 to resolve the conflict between the two identically numbered sections.
CODE SECTIONS AFFECTED:

· Amends Charter § 1519-a. 
· Amends Administrative Code §§ 11-245.8, 11-319, 11-320, 11-322, 11-355. 
· Renumbers Administrative Code § 11-245.8, entitled “ENERGY STAR appliances” as §11-245.10.
EFFECTIVE DATE:

Immediately

NOTE: In the full bill text online at legistar.council.nyc.gov, language in proposed consolidated laws that is enclosed by [brackets] would be deleted, and language that is underlined would be new. Language in proposed unconsolidated laws, in contrast, will not have brackets or underlining because it would be entirely new. Consolidation means that the law is placed in the New York City Charter or Administrative Code.
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT:

Please select any of the following which apply to this legislation.
x Agency Rulemaking Required: Is City agency rulemaking required?
x Report Required: Is a report due to Council required?
( Oversight: Are there seemingly clear points for City agency oversight and/or evaluation?
( Sunset Date Included: Does the legislation have a sunset date?
( Grace Period Applies: In the case of fines or other penalties, is a grace period established?
( Council Appointment Required: Is an appointment by the Council required?
( Other Appointment Required: Are other appointments not by the Council required?
( Council Operations: Might this law affect the Council’s own operations?
