New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation references below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number: LS 18800

Prime Sponsor: Council Member Yusef Salaam

Bill Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting on police department compliance with freedom of information law requests.
Submitted by: Council Member Yusef Salaam

Justification
This legislation strengthens transparency and accountability in the New York City Police Department’s compliance with the Freedom of Information Law (“FOIL”) by requiring the publication of an annual, publicly accessible report detailing how the Department processes FOIL requests. Despite recent improvements, many agencies continue to struggle with processing FOIL requests, with the public having to wait months or years to receive records. About 16% of FOIL requests submitted in 2024 were still open one year later. Given the high volume of requests received by the NYPD and ongoing concerns regarding response times, greater visibility in the Department’s records management practices is warranted. By requiring row-level data on each request, along with recommendations for improvement, the bill promotes open government and supports efforts to ensure timely public access to records consistent with the intent of FOIL.

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation

.




