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PROPOSED INT. NO. 742-A:                       
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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the community engagement process in the percent for art law.  
CHARTER:
Amends Subdivision d of section 224 of chapter 9.

INTRODUCTION

On May 13, 2015 the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer, will hold a hearing to consider Proposed Int. No. 742, sponsored by Council Members Van Bramer and Cumbo, a local law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the community engagement process in the percent for art law.   On April 20, 2015, there was a hearing on an earlier version of this legislation. Witnesses invited to present testimony at that hearing included the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA), the Department of Design and Construction (DDC), borough presidents, various arts and cultural organizations, as well as concerned advocates. The legislation was amended to address the witness testimony presented as well as concerns from the de Blasio Administration.
BACKGROUND
New York City’s Percent for Art Program

In 1982, the Percent for Art law was passed by the City Council.  The law requires that one percent of the budget for eligible City-funded construction projects be spent on artwork for City facilities.
  Administered by DCLA, the Percent for Art program (“the Program”) began in 1983 with the development of a procedure for determining eligible projects along with an equitable artist selection process.
  The Program offers City agencies the opportunity to acquire or commission works of art specifically for City-owned buildings throughout the five boroughs.
 
The purpose of the Program is to bring artists into the design process and enrich the City’s civic and community buildings.
  Percent for Art projects are site-specific and engage a variety of media—painting, mosaic, glass, textiles, sculpture, as well as works that are integrated into infrastructure or architecture.
  The Program aims to commission artists of all races and backgrounds in order to reflect the diversity of New York City.
  DCLA suggests that projects developed through the Program demonstrate how art can be integrated into its site to enhance civic architecture and a wide range of public spaces.  Since the Program’s inception, nearly 300 projects have been completed with accumulated art work commissions of over 41 million dollars.
  Seventy new projects are currently in progress.

Since its inception over 30 years ago, the Program has experienced substantial growth and success which benefit the City and its residents collectively.  The Program has played an integral role in the City’s artistic culture, which helps to make the City one of the art capitals of the world.
Recent Controversy

In November 2014, controversy developed over “The Sunbather,”
 an 8 ½ foot tall bright pink sculpture that will be commissioned through the Program and is expected to cost $515,000.
 The sculpture would be placed on Jackson Avenue in Long Island City, Queens.
 According to residents of the neighborhood, public inclusion in the selection process has been limited. While community boards are invited to participate in panels during the Program’s selection process, they were only informed towards the end of the process.

This bill was introduced to ensure that community engagement is increased from the very onset of the Program’s selection process. 

ANALYSIS
Section one of Proposed Int. No. 742-A would amend subdivision d of section 224 of chapter 9 of the Charter of the City of New York (the Charter) to require that reasonable advance notification be provided of the intention to include works of art in a Percent for Art project. Pursuant to this legislation, the reasonable advance notification would also be posted on the website of the department of cultural affairs. The amended subdivision d would also require the Department of Cultural Affairs to hold or present at a public meeting, such as a meeting of the community board of the community district in which a project is located, on such works of art before inclusion in the Percent for Art program. The legislation would require that notice of such public meeting be published on the Department’s website at least fourteen days prior to any public meeting. 

Finally, Proposed Int. No. 742-A section two would establish that this local law take effect immediately following its enactment into law.  

Proposed Int. No. 742-A

By Council Members Van Bramer, Cumbo, Lander, Cohen and Menchaca 

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the community engagement process in the percent for art law.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Subdivision d of section 224 of chapter 9 of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows: 


d. Reasonable advance notification of the intention to include works of art in a project shall be provided to the appropriate council member, borough president and chairperson of the community board of the community district in which the project is located. Reasonable advance notification of the intention to include works of art in a project shall also be posted on the website of the department of cultural affairs. Following notification of the intention to include works of art in any project, the department of cultural affairs shall hold or present at a public meeting, such as a meeting of the community board of the community district in which the project is located, on such works of art prior to such inclusion. A notice of such public meeting shall be posted on the website of the department of cultural affairs not less than fourteen days prior to any such meeting. All such works of art shall be subject to the approval of the art commission pursuant to section eight hundred fifty-four of this charter.

§2. This local law shall take immediately after its enactment into law.
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