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Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 399-A
Committee: Environmental Protection


	Title:  To amend the New York City Administrative Code in relation to increasing native biodiversity in public landscapes.

	Sponsor(S): By Council Members Vann, Comrie, Fidler, James, Palma, Williams, Van Bramer, Rodriguez, Levin, Nelson, Mark-Viverito, Dromm and Chin.

	Summary of Legislation:  Proposed Int. No. 399-A would amend New York City’s Administrative Code in relation to increasing native biodiversity in public landscapes.  
By November 1, 2013 the Department of Parks and Recreation (Parks Department) would revise its design manual to encourage such practices as maximizing the use of native plantings and drought and salt tolerant plantings, as appropriate, and minimizing the presence of exotic monoculture on all city-owned property, including green streets, medians, sidewalks, parks and other areas where plantings occur.  
When non-native species are used they would need to be determined not to be invasive by the Parks Department or the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.  The non-native species would also need to be determined not to be noxious weeds by the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets.
The design manual would include a native species planting guide, to be updated at least every five years, that lists the qualities of native species suitable for planting in New York City, including the appropriate water, soil and sunlight conditions, drought and salt water tolerance, coloring, shade cover, compatibility with other plants and usefulness as a habitat. It would also include a list of alternative native species that could be used to replace commonly used non-native species. 
The design manual would be made available on the Parks Department’s website so it would be accessible to property owners and professional land managers.  All plantings conducted by the Parks Department after May 1, 2014 would conform to the design manual.  Each calendar year from 2015 to 2019 the Parks Department would review the effectiveness of the design manual in increasing native biodiversity in public plantings and submit a report to the Mayor and the City Council.  The report would document the number and approximate location of all native species planted in the prior year.  It would include a description of the efforts taken to utilize local species as well as a description of plans for increasing diversity of native species in New York City.

Botanic gardens and public institutions that use plants for educational, scientific, historic or collection purposes that take precautions to prevent non-native species from spreading would be exempt from the requirements of this law. 


	Effective Date: This local law shall take effect immediately.

	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: N/A

	Fiscal Impact Statement: 
Effective 
FY 13
FY Succeeding

Effective FY 14
Full Fiscal

Impact FY 13
Revenues (+)

$0
$0
$0
Expenditures (-) 

$0
$0
$0
Net

$0
$0
$0


	Impact on Revenues:  There would be no impact on revenues from the enactment of this legislation.


	Impact on Expenditures: It is expected that the Parks Department could carry out the mandates of this legislation using existing resources.     


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs: N/A


	Source of Information: New York City Office of Management and Budget 
                                      

	Estimate Prepared By: Kate Seely-Kirk, Senior Legislative Financial Analyst
Estimate Reviewed By:  Nathan Toth, Deputy Director; and Tanisha Edwards, Finance Counsel

	Legislative history:  On October 27, 2010, Intro. 399 was introduced by the Council and referred to the Committee on Environmental Protection.  On November 10, 2010 the Committee held a hearing regarding this legislation, which was then laid over and subsequently amended.  The Committee will consider an amended version of the legislation, Proposed Intro. 399-A. on February 5, 2013. Following a successful Committee vote, the Full Council will vote on Proposed Int. 399-A on February 6, 2013.


	

	

	

	

	



