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INT. NO. 473:                       
By Council Members Garodnick and Yassky and Council Members Brewer, Dickens, Gentile, Gerson, James, Koppell, Lappin, Nelson, Seabrook, Weprin, Mark-Viverito and Oddo.
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to priority queue status for alternative fuel taxicabs.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 19-534 to chapter 5 of Title 19.

INTRODUCTION


On March 26, 2007, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 473, which would grant taxicabs operating on alternative fuels, including hybrid electric vehicles, priority queue status at taxicab stands operated by the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) with a dispatcher.  Among those invited to testify are:  TLC Commissioner Matthew Daus; taxi and for-hire vehicle industry groups; environmental advocates; health advocates and transportation advocates.

BACKGROUND

Over 13,000 taxicabs operate in New York City, serving residents and visitors.
  Many of these taxicabs operate close to twenty-four hours a day, releasing a large amount of harmful emissions into the air and adversely affecting the environment.  The Committee has found that the use of alternative fuel vehicles, including hybrid-electric vehicles, is important for improving air quality, conserving energy, and overcoming reliance on expensive fossil fuel.

Over the past few years, the Council has passed legislation to increase the use of clean air vehicles by promoting the use of alternative fuel vehicles such as hybrid-electric vehicles in the City’s taxi fleet.  In 2003, after the State authorized the City to auction an additional 900 new taxi medallions, the Council passed Local Law 51 of 2003.  This law required that at least nine percent of the new taxi medallions be set aside for hybrid-electric taxicabs or taxicabs powered by compressed natural gas.

In June of 2006, the TLC sold the last batch of taxicab medallions authorized by the State in 2003.  The June 2006 sale sold 254 clean air medallions.  Although nineteen alternative fuel medallions were sold in 2004, no alternative fuel vehicles were put into service at that time because the TLC had not approved hybrid electric model specifications for use as a taxicab and there were no available compressed natural gas (“CNG”) taxicab models.  To address this problem, the Council passed Local Law 72 of 2005, requiring the TLC to approve one or more hybrid-electric vehicles for use as a taxi.
  TLC staff research indicates that the number of available hybrid-electric vehicle models will likely double in the 2007 model year.
 
Even with the new hybrid-electric vehicles entering service, there are still less than 300 clean air taxicabs operating in the City.  The Council believes more should be done to promote the use of clean air vehicles for use as taxicabs.  Int. No. 473 would create an incentive for taxicab owners to purchase alternative fuel vehicles by giving such vehicles priority queue status at taxicab stands staffed by the TLC.
ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 473 would amend chapter five of title nineteen of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-534 entitled “Priority queue status.”  This section would grant taxicabs operating with alternative fuel, as defined in paragraph two of subdivision a of section 24-163.1 of the Administrative Code, priority queue status for the transportation of passengers from any taxicab stand wherein the TLC operates such queue with a dispatcher.  This section would include hybrid-electric vehicles, which are defined as vehicles that employ a combustion engine system together with an electric propulsion system that operates in an integrated manner and is approved by the commissioner for use as a taxicab, as alternative fuel vehicles.


Section two of Int. No. 473 would provide that this bill would take effect thirty days after it is enacted into law.
� Retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/html/about/about.shtml" ��http://www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/html/about/about.shtml� on March 20, 2007.


� Under this law, the TLC approved rules at its September 8, 2005 meeting that allowed six hybrid-electric vehicles models to be used as taxicabs:  the Ford Escape/Mercury Mariner, the Honda Accord, the Honda Civic, the Lexus RX400H, the Toyota Highlander, and the Toyota Prius.  On May 11, 2006, the TLC announced at its public hearing the approval of the Toyota Camry Hybrid and the Saturn Vue Hybrid for use as hybrid-electric taxicabs.


� Taxi and Limousine Commission; � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/html/news/press05_04.shtml" ��www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/html/news/press05_04.shtml�.   
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