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I. Introduction


On October 11, 2017, the Committee on Recovery and Resiliency, chaired by Council Member Mark Treyger, will hold an oversight hearing on Proposed Int. No. 1720-A, A Local Law in relation to the creation of a Hurricane Sandy recovery task force.  
II. Background 

On October 29, 2012, Superstorm Sandy approached New York City from the southeast, causing high winds and a nearly 14-foot storm surge.  Sections of Lower Manhattan, Staten Island, Brooklyn and Queens were inundated with seawater. The damage left in the aftermath of the storm was overwhelming.  The surge flooded the Hugh Carey Tunnel that links Lower Manhattan to Brooklyn and did unspeakable damage throughout Staten Island, Coney Island and the Rockaways.  Thousands of trees were knocked down by the storm or had to be cut down, resulting in four hundred thousand cubic yards of wood waste.  Hurricane Sandy inundated over 5,700 acres of the park system, damaged approximately 430 park sites and caused over $800 million worth of damage to parks.
  

Areas including Coney Island, Brighton and Manhattan Beaches in Brooklyn, Rockaway Beach in Queens, Orchard Beach in the Bronx and Midland, Wolfe’s Pond, Cedar Grove and South Beaches in Staten Island were badly damaged by the storm.
  In 2013, eight public beaches underwent a $270 million restoration
 and in May 2013, then-Mayor Bloomberg and former Parks Commissioner Veronica M. White opened all 14 miles of the city’s beaches.
  Hurricane Sandy destroyed nearly five miles of the boardwalk at Rockaway Beach with substantial damage between Beach 80th Street and Beach 106th Street.
  Although the concrete portions of the boardwalk remained, the wood portions were destroyed or washed away.
  
By the end of 2012, the Department of Buildings (DOB) tagged approximately 800 buildings as damaged or destroyed and 70,000 housing units registered with the United States Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) were found to have suffered some amount of damage.
  

III. Proposed Int. No. 1720-A Summary

Proposed Int. No. 1720-A would create a task force that will assess the recovery efforts for Hurricane Sandy and provide specific recommendations for future recovery efforts. Members of the task force shall include the director of the Mayor’s Office of Recovery and Resiliency, the director of the Mayor’s Office of Housing Recovery Programs, seven members appointed by the Speaker, and six members appointed by the Mayor.  
Proposed Int. No. 1720-A
By Council Members Treyger, Menchaca and Ulrich

..Title

A Local Law in relation to the creation of a Hurricane Sandy recovery task force
..Body 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

      
Section 1. a. There is hereby established a Hurricane Sandy recovery task force to analyze the recovery efforts in New York city in response to Hurricane Sandy and make specific recommendations to the mayor and council for preparing the city for future recovery efforts. 


b. Such task force shall consist of 15 members as follows:


(1) The director of the mayor’s office of housing recovery operations, who shall serve ex officio, or his or her designee;

(2) The director of the mayor’s office of recovery and resiliency, who shall serve ex officio, or his or her designee,;

(3) Seven members appointed by the speaker of the council and six members appointed by the mayor, provided that of such thirteen members there shall be at least one resident of each borough.


c. The members of such task force to be appointed by the mayor and the speaker of the council shall be appointed within 120 days of the enactment of this local law.


d. At the first meeting of such task force, the task force shall select a chairperson from among its members by majority vote of the task force.

e. Any vacancy in the membership of the task force shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment.


f. Members of the task force shall serve without compensation.

     
g. No later than 12 months after the effective date of this local law, the task force shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report.


(1) The report required by this subdivision may include but need not be limited to an analysis of the city’s recovery efforts in response to Hurricane Sandy, including the provision of legal services, communications, case management, outreach efforts, including efforts to ensure culturally competent outreach, efforts to promote language access, policy shifts over time, the role of non-profit organizations, the availability of shelters that were accessible to people with disabilities and fully stocked, workforce development programs, health and hospitals funding and recovery, public housing recovery and other multi-family housing recovery, recovery efforts beyond single-family build it back, the damage incurred to public and private property, and the city’s efforts to repair such property.
       
(2) The report required by this subdivision shall include but need not be limited to evidence-based actionable recommendations for improving future recovery efforts in New York city, on the following topics: enhanced recovery case management and communication tools, standards for land use and neighborhood planning, housing design standards, proposed regulatory changes, damage assessments, implementation of immediate housing recovery programs, analyses of long-term recovery options, workforce development programs, health and hospitals funding, ensuring that all shelters are accessible to people with disabilities and fully stocked, the role of non-profit organizations, public housing and other multi-family housing recovery, recovery efforts beyond single-family build it back, and any other recommendations the task force deems appropriate.
     
h. The task force shall dissolve 60 days after submission of the report required by subdivision g of this local law.

      § 2. This local law takes effect immediately.

MAJ

LS# 11530
10/6/2017
� Testimony of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation First Deputy Commissioner Liam Kavanagh, New York City Council’s Committees on Parks and Recreation and Finance Preliminary Budget Hearing, March 27, 2014.


� Id.


� Testimony of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation First Deputy Commissioner Liam Kavanagh, New York City Council’s Committees on Parks and Recreation and Finance Preliminary Budget Hearing, March 27, 2014.


� See Press Release: “Mayor Bloomberg and Parks Commissioner White Open All of the City’s Beaches After Extensive Post-Sandy Restoration Work,” May 24, 2013.


� Roger Clark, “Parks Department To Rebuild Sections of Rockaway Beach Boardwalk,” NY1.com, November 29, 2012, http://www.ny1.com/content/top_stories/173075/parks-department-to-rebuild-sections-of-rockaway-beach-boardwalk. 


� Liz Robbins, “Clash Over Future of Wood From the Storm-Torn Rockaway Boardwalk,” The New York Times, November 15, 2012.


� NYC Special Initiative for Rebuilding and Resiliency Report, A Stronger, More Resilient New York, Foreword from Michael Bloomberg, found at: http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/sirr/SIRR_singles_Lo_res.pdf





2

