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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to amending the taxicab passengers’ bill of rights.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends paragraph 14 and 15 and adds new paragraph 16 to subdivision c of section 19-537.
INTRODUCTION


On May 24, 2010, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vaccca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 232.  This legislation would amend the Administrative Code to add a provision to the Taxicab Riders Bill of Rights stating their right to a vehicle with a working E-Z Pass and payment of tolls with such pass.  Invitees include Commissioner David Yassky, New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”); and taxi industry and livery industry officials.  

BACKGROUND


Under TLC rules, all taxicab owners are required to equip their taxicabs with a working E-Z Pass.
  Drivers are required to use this E-Z- Pass at all crossings where it is accepted
 and to reimburse the taxicab owner for the use of the E-Z Pass.
  Alternatively, a driver is allowed to use his or her own E-Z Pass.


Despite the TLC rules, there have been news reports that many drivers use the cash lane at toll crossings instead of using the E-Z Pass lane.
  Drivers allegedly use cash lanes to increase their fares and tips.
  The New York Post recently estimated that taxicab passengers pay an extra $750,000 per year because of the use of the cash lanes.
  The newspaper also found that on average, 56 taxicabs illegally use the cash lanes at the Queens-Midtown Tunnel between 9 am and 10 am on workdays, which adds an extra seven minutes to each trip.

ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 232 would amend paragraphs 14 and 15 of subdivision c of section 19-537 (the “Taxicab Riders Bill of Rights”) by deleting the word “and” from the end of paragraph 14, deleting the period at the end of paragraph 15 and replacing it with a semi-colon, and inserting the word “and” at the end of such paragraph.  Section one would also add a new paragraph 16 to section 19-537 to provide that taxicab riders have a right to a vehicle equipped with an operational E-Z Pass and payment of tolls with such pass.

Section two would provide that this local law take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law.
Int. No. 232
By Council Members Vacca, Ferreras, Gentile, Koo and Van Bramer
A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to amending the taxicab passengers’ bill of rights 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Paragraphs 14 and 15 of subdivision c of section 19-537 of Title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York are amended and a new paragraph 16 is added to read as follows: 

(14)  a driver who does not use a cell phone (hand-held or hands free) while driving; [and]

(15)  decline to tip for poor service[.]; and
(16)  a vehicle equipped with an operational e-z pass and payment of tolls with such pass.

§2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law.
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�  All information for this section was retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/tlc" ��http://www.nyc.gov/tlc� on May 19, 2010.


�  Rules of the City of New York, Title 35, §1-37.


�  Id. at §2-27.


�  Id. at §1-37.


�  Id.


�  Tom Namako and Rebecca Harshbarger, “Cabbies ‘Pass’ up fast lanes to rip off riders,” New York Post, Apr. 26, 2010.


�   Id.


�  Alex Ginsberg and Rebecca Harshbarger, “Most Drivers do right thing, Post finds,” New York Post, Apr. 26, 1010.


�  Id.
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